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The legality of corporal punishment of children in the Russian Federation
Corporal punishment in the home

Corporal punishment is lawful in the home. Article 65 of the Family Code (1995) states (unofficial translation): “… In exercising their parental rights, parents have no right to harm the physical and mental health of children, their moral development. Ways of raising children should exclude dismissive, cruel, degrading treatment, abuse or exploitation of children.” However, this and other provisions against violence and abuse in the Act on basic guarantees of children’s rights in the Russian Federation (1998), the Criminal Code (1996), the Administrative Offences Code (2001), the Law on Custody and Guardianship (2008) and the Constitution (1993) are not interpreted as prohibiting all corporal punishment in childrearing.
Former President of the USSR, Mr Mihail Gorbachev, and Ombudsperson for Children (Izhevsk), Ms Olga Pishkova, signed the Council of Europe campaign against corporal punishment of children but to our knowledge there have been no moves towards law reform.

Corporal punishment outside the home

Corporal punishment is considered unlawful in schools, but we have no details of applicable law.

In the penal system, corporal punishment is unlawful as a sentence for crime. It is not among the sentences available in the Criminal Code. It is considered unlawful as a disciplinary measure in penal institutions, but there appears to be no explicit prohibition.

Corporal punishment is lawful in alternative care settings.
Recommendations by human rights treaty monitoring bodies
In 2005, in its concluding observations on the state party’s third report, the Committee on the Rights of the Child expressed concern at corporal punishment in the family, schools and other institutions, and recommended explicit prohibition by law in the home and all alternative care settings (CRC/C/RUS/CO/3, paras. 36 and 37). In its previous concluding observations, on the second report in 1999, the Committee recommended prohibition in institutions, particularly in places of detention and imprisonment (CRC/C/15/Add.110, paras. 28 and 29). 

Examination by the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
The fifth state party report of the Russian Federation (E/C.12/RUS/5) includes no information about corporal punishment of children.
In the List of Issues for the Russian Federation (E/C.12/RUS/Q/5), the Committee asks: “(26) Please describe the efforts made by the State party to prohibit and punish corporal punishment of children in the family, and in schools and other institutions.”
The Government’s written replies to the Committee (E/C.12/RUS/Q/5/Add.1) do not address this question.
In light of the Committee on the Rights of the Child’s General Comment No. 8 and its repeated recommendations to the Russian Federation, the importance of eradicating this form of violence given by the UN Secretary General’s Study on Violence against Children, and the Government’s apparent avoidance of the issue in its state party report and written replies, we hope the Committee on Economic and Social Rights will raise the issue during its examination of the Government and recommend strongly that legislation be enacted to explicitly prohibit corporal punishment in all settings, including the home, as a matter of urgency.
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