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Presentation of the Reports
I. About Inisiasi Masyarakat Adat (IMA)
Inisiasi Masyarakat Adat (IMA) or Indigenous Peoples’s Initiatives (IPI) is established based on the need to organise a more strategic movement, advocacy and programme to strive for the rights of indigenous peoples. Considering that the indigenous people in Riau are starting to lose their identity; loss of culture and indigenous knowledge; lost their forests and lands because of the greed of the rulers and businesses in the name of development; indigenous women and children are discriminated and they are left behind; and many Indigenous peoples in Riau experienced many extortion; land grabbing; expulsion from their home; cultural uniformity measures from the government; acts of intimidation; coercion and other acts of ommission and commission that are disregard and ignore the existence of indigenous peoples.
IMA Mission 
We support and empower Indigenous peoples and advocate also to duty bearers for their accountability for their human rights violations and compensate the impact of indigenous land, water and forest ; to ensure the commitment of stakeholders to use effective consultation with Indigenous Peoples and to support research and publication and collaborate more with various stakeholders and relevant actors.

2. This report is inline with the NGO ICCPR centre guideline on the submissions to the Human Rights Committee and the UN Human Rights Council guidelines and UPR

This report provides partial review of Indonesia's implementation of the ICCPR and focuses on limited number of issues

3.Collaboration with other Stakeholders

This report is prepared in consultation with indigenous peoples in Sumatera Islands and in Riau province in particular.

Main Reports 

A brief view of issues and recommendations
Indonesia has become a party to the 8 main covenants and 2 covenants of international human rights. Then the ratification provided an obligation for Indonesia to submit periodic reports related to the implementation of these human rights covenants  at the national level.
The Covenants ratified by Indonesia are :the  Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women;  International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) ; International Covenants on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR); Covenant on Child Rights Committee (CRC), International Covenants on Migrant Workers (CMW).
Indonesia has actively participated in the UN Human Rights Council's Universal Periodic Review (UPR) mechanism.
IMA is very worried that many reports rarely raise  the issue of indigenous peoples.Until IMA brought the following issue.
The government of Indonesia wants to build an Eco-City project on Rempang Island, Riau Indonesia within the PSN or National Strategic Project framework by collaborating with other business actors. The development of the Rempang Island industrial area, Batam City has caused land disputes between the community, government and PT. MEG. The development program which aimed to increase Indonesia's competitiveness towards Singapore actually ended in clashes due to legal uncertainty over land. The community considers that this land is an ancestral heritage that existed before independence. Meanwhile, on the other hand, the existence of Cultivation Rights (HGU) granted to a company means that the land is considered no longer owned by the community.
Indigenous Rempang refused to be relocated as requested by the central and regional governments. The reason is that indigenous Rempang have been on Rempang Island for  many many generations since 1834, long before Indonesia's independence. They also urge the government and the state to recognize their ownership rights to Ulayat Land. From a human rights perspective, the case of forced eviction on Rempang Island is considered a form of serious human rights violation on the following which is  the Basic Principles and Guidelines on Development-Based Eviction and Displacement A/HRC/18, paragraph 6, by the UN Human Rights Council (2009) stated: Forced evictions constitute gross violations of a range of internationally recognized human rights, including the human rights to adequate housing, food, water, health, education, work, security of the person, security of the home, freedom from cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment , and freedom of movement.
The Indonesian State has ratified the ICCPR on October 28 2005 through Law of the law  Number 12 of 2005 concerning Ratification of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights which was accompanied by a Declaration on Article 1 concerning Ratification of International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights .
Therefore Indonesia has violated certain articles in ICCPR as follows:
Article 1
1. All peoples have the right of self-determination. By virtue of that right they freely determine their political status and freely pursue their economic, social and cultural development.

Rempang People's can not exercise their right to self determinations in their owned land .Particularly women were experiencing on the backlash to them  and discrimination.

Article 2
1. Each State Party to the present Covenant undertakes to respect and to ensure to all individuals within its territory and subject to its jurisdiction the rights recognized in the present Covenant, without distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status.

2. Where not already provided for by existing legislative or other measures, each State Party to the present Covenant undertakes to take the necessary steps, in accordance with its constitutional processes and with the provisions of the present Covenant, to adopt such laws or other measures as may be necessary to give effect to the rights recognized in the present Covenant.
The majority of the indigenous Rempang have the status of fishermen who rely on the the sea and water sectors to fulfill their daily needs, so if there is a claim on their traditional territory it will have an impact on their welfare. 

As a result of land concessions, Rempang indigenous people have no land to work on because most of their land will be taken with their consent and consultations.

Article 3
The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to ensure the equal right of men and women to the enjoyment of all civil and political rights set forth in the present Covenant.

Women in Rempang including children are the most suffering in Rempang Island, some of them are still feeling being traumatized, anxiety, intimidated.
Article 9
1. Everyone has the right to liberty and security of person. No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest or detention. No one shall be deprived of his liberty except on such grounds and in accordance with such procedure as are established by law.

2. Anyone who is arrested shall be informed, at the time of arrest, of the reasons for his arrest and shall be promptly informed of any charges against him.

Many Rempang indigenous who  have been were detained by the police without clear judgement.

Article 19
1. Everyone shall have the right to hold opinions without interference.
2. Everyone shall have the right to freedom of expression; this right shall include freedom to seek, receive and impart information and ideas of all kinds, regardless of frontiers, either orally, in writing or in print, in the form of art, or through any other media of his choice.

The right for a freedom of expression is significant to give awareness  or program.
Article 24
1. Every child shall have, without any discrimination as to race, colour, sex, language, religion, national or social origin, property or birth, the right to such measures of protection as are required by his status as a minor, on the part of his family, society and the State.

The children are the most marginalized and vulnerable  so that is is important to protect them in Rempang Island


Recommendations
1.   a human rights perspective, the case of forced eviction on Rempang Island is considered a form of serious human rights violation on the following grounds. First, referring to the Basic Principles and Guidelines on Development-Based Eviction and Displacement A/HRC/18, paragraph 6, by the UN Human Rights Council (2009) stated: Forced evictions constitute gross violations of a range of internationally recognized human rights, including the human rights to adequate housing, food, water, health, education, work, security of the person, security of the home, freedom from cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment , and freedom of movement. This UN provision states that forced eviction is a serious violation of human rights that is recognized internationally, because the rights to adequate housing, food, water, health, education, work, freedom of movement and security are everyone's human rights. Forced eviction is inhumane treatment and treatment that degrades a person's dignity which should be promoted, fulfilled and protected by the state. Evictions must be carried out lawfully, only in exceptional circumstances, and must be in full compliance with international human rights rules and humanitarian law.

2.  human rights activis protection: There was a forced eviction of indigenous people on Rempang Island, Kepri, Riau Indonesia on 7 September. 2023, and there have been clashes between the Police, the Indonesian National Army and the PP Police Unit (Satpol) and the Rempang Island indigenous people who refused to be forcibly evicted to leave their residential areas. Government officials combined with the army and police used tear gas to force the Rempang Indigenous to move. Clashes could no longer be avoided, it was reported that on September 7 2023, 17 indigenous victims had been rushed to the nearest hospital, 10 of whom were children at school and a teacher. What was most terrifying was that the tear gas hit the eyes of babies whose homes were around the scene.The following are several recommendations for the central government, local governments, or private parties involved in creating Rempang Eco City.
3. First, respect the indigenous Rempang people’s rights by protecting children and women to prevent long-term trauma and harm to future generations. Then central and regional governments should apologize to the Rempang Malay community, as well as the Malay community, for causing physical and mental harm by thoughtlessly imposing this project scheme.
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