E/C.12/AUT/QPR/5
E/C.12/AUT/QPR/5
	
	
	E/C.12/AUT/QPR/5

	
	Advance Unedited Version
	Distr.: General
[bookmark: _GoBack]2 April 2019

Original: English
English, French and Spanish only


Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
[bookmark: bookmark_17][bookmark: bookmark_22]		List of issues prior to submission of the fifth periodic reports of Austria[footnoteRef:2]* [2: 	*	Adopted by the pre-sessional working group at its sixty-fourth session (11-15 March 2019).] 

1. The State party is requested to submit in writing the information requested below (21,200 words maximum) by 2 April 2020.
	A.	Issues of particular relevance 
2. Please describe the measures adopted or envisaged, including legislative measures, to prevent human rights violations in the context of business activities and provide access to effective remedies in the State party’s jurisdictions for victims of human rights violations committed abroad by business entities domiciled in the State party, as per the State party’s extra-territorial obligations. In particular, please provide information about:
(a)	Any assessment that have been conducted on the human rights impact of projects undertaken by companies domiciled in the State party and/or under its jurisdiction or financed by the Austrian Development Bank in receiving countries, their results, and the challenges encountered in conducting such assessments; 
(b)	Any measures taken by the State party in relation to cases where business entities have been found to be have been involved in human rights violations; 
(c)	Progress made towards the adoption of a national action plan on business and human rights.
3. Please provide data disaggregated by sex and age on the percentage of persons who benefit from the means-tested minimum income scheme (Bedarfsorientierte Mindestsicherung) introduced in 2010. Please provide information on the impact of the introduction of this scheme on marginalised and disadvantaged groups such as asylum-seekers, refugees, single-headed households and families with three and more children. Please inform about the measures taken to bring this scheme in conformity with the Constitution, in line with recent constitutional court decisions (G136/2017-19 of 7 March 2018 and 308/2018-8 of 1 December 2018). In particular, please provide information about the impact of the specific residency requirements in place in some Länder on the access to the means-tested minimum income scheme by beneficiaries of subsidiary protection.
4. Please provide information on the foreseen impact of the Government’s plan to limit access to social benefits by subsidiary protection holders, refugees and unemployed persons and explain how the State party would ensure that the amount of benefits remains adequate, in particular in the context of:
(a)	The 30 November 2018 law proposal that would bring welfare support to subsidiary protection holders to the level of support provided to asylum-seekers and would condition the access of refugees to full social aid to a certain knowledge of German or English language; please also explain which measures are foreseen to enhance the acquisition of language skills for both asylum-seekers and refugees;
(b)	The planned abolition of the hardship fund (Notstandshilfe), and the modification of eligibility requirements for unemployment benefits. 
5. Please provide statistical data on gender-based violence disaggregated by sex, age, type of violence (including femicides) and relationship of the perpetrator to the victim, as well as any other relevant factor, on a comparative basis for the past five years. Please provide information on the measures taken or foreseen to curb the increasing rate of femicide in the State party, enforce protective measures for victims and ensure they have access to shelters, legal aid and psychosocial support. Please provide information about the impact of the recent decrease in public funding of women’s shelters, counselling services and women’s organisations on the prevention and response to gender-based violence, including domestic violence.
	B.	Ongoing implementation of the Covenant
6. With reference to the Committee’s previous concluding observations, please provide information about the measures adopted to give the provisions of the Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights full effect in the State party’s domestic legal order and the mechanisms in place to review the compatibility of domestic legislation with the provisions of the Covenant. Please inform about the measures taken, including in the area of legal training, to encourage courts to specifically invoke the provisions of the Covenant in their decisions. Provide examples of court cases where provisions of the Covenant have been invoked. 
7. Please describe the measures taken and envisaged to combat abusive tax practices (such as tax evasion and tax avoidance) by transnational corporations and other business enterprises conducting activities abroad and ensure that tax policies do not negatively affect the ability of countries where they operate to raise fiscal revenues therefrom. 
8. Please state what are the measures adopted and envisaged to broaden the mandate of the Austrian Ombudsman Board and to bring the Board into full compliance with the principles relating to the status of national institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights (Paris Principles).
9. Please provide information on the progress made in reviving the process of adoption of a comprehensive national action plan on human rights, as previously recommended by the Committee, and in allocating an adequate budget and clear indicators and objectives for its implementation.
10. Please provide information on the progress made in meeting the national targets for reducing emissions that the State party has set itself under the Paris Agreement. Please explain what measures are envisaged to achieve this objective and how the adequacy of the measures taken will be assessed. Please indicate how the State party assesses the potential impact of climate change on the enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights in the State party and what adaptation measures are being considered. 
11. Please explain how the State party is planning to address the recommendations of the Austrian Court of Audit on its implementation of the Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development and its Sustainable Development Goals. 
12. In order to assess whether the State party uses its available resources to the maximum to give effect to the Covenant rights, please provide information on the changes, over the past five years, in:
(a)	The proportion of people below the poverty line and the level of inequality, defined as the ratio between the total income of the richest ten per cent of the population and the total income of the poorest forty per cent of the population;
(b)	The ratio of government revenue to gross domestic product (GDP) and the proportion of government revenue derived from taxes; 
(c)	The respective rates of corporate profits taxes, personal income taxes and value added tax (except value added tax on luxury goods, tobacco, alcohol, sugary beverages and snacks, and petrol) and the percentage of total revenues from personal income taxes that are collected from the richest ten per cent of the population;
(d)	A breakdown of the public budget allocated to social expenditure over the past five years disaggregated by category (employment, education, food, health, social security, water and sanitation, housing and culture);
(e)	Absolute levels of social expenditure adjusted for inflation.
13. Please provide information on the measures taken in recent years to counter the reduction of the amount of public aid to development provided by the State party and to bring it up to the international target of 0.7 per cent of its gross national income. Please provide an update on the steps taken to adopt a human rights based approach to the policies on development assistance, as previously recommended by the Committee.
14. With reference to the Committee’s previous concluding observations, please provide information on the measures taken by the State party to harmonize its anti-discrimination legislation at the federal and regional levels in order to guarantee an equal level of protection across different grounds of discrimination, including in relation to economic, social and cultural rights. Provide data disaggregated by discrimination ground on the number of cases of discrimination in the enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights received by (1) the Ombud for Equal Treatment, (2) the Equal Treatment Commission and (3) the Federal Ombudsman for Disability, and on the proportion of cases where sanctions have been applied.
15. Please inform about the steps undertaken to establish a data collection mechanism to assess the socio-economic situation of minority groups, as previously recommended by the Committee. Provide information on the impact of the measures adopted in the context of the European Union Framework for National Roma Integration Strategies up to 2020 and the Action Plan on Improving the Situation of Roma and Sinti in the OSCE Area on the enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights by Roma and Sinti in the State party. 
16. Please provide information on the measures adopted in the framework of the National Action Plan on Disability 2012 – 2020, on their impact and on the challenges encountered in their implementation. Please indicate the percentage of companies which have implemented the employment quota for persons with disabilities, on a comparative basis for the past five years.
17. [bookmark: intertitle-5]Please indicate the impact of the measures adopted to reduce unemployment among young people and encourage their access to employment, including the requirement to attend higher secondary school or a training course after the nine years of secondary education, youth coaching, production schools, training guarantee, apprentice coaching, and the Campaign for the Future of Young People against long-term employment for young people. Please indicate the measures taken, and their impact, to facilitate access to employment for persons over 50 years old and persons belonging to marginalised and disadvantaged groups, including persons with disabilities.
18. Please indicate which measures have been taken to facilitate the access of migrants and persons belonging to national minorities to employment and their integration into the labour market, including measures aimed at combatting discrimination in the recruitment process. Please provide information on the impact of these measures and on the percentage of individuals who have benefited from them, including data disaggregated by category (migrants/persons belonging to national minorities).
19. Please provide information on the measures taken, and their impact, to eliminate gender stereotypes and social practices hindering women’s full participation into the labour market and promote their access to full-time and stable employment.
20. Please indicate the main obstacles to closing the gender wage gap and to guaranteeing equal pay for work of equal value. Please provide information on the impact of the implementation of the revised National Action Plan on Gender Equality in the Labour Market (2012- 2016), on the challenges encountered in its implementations, and on the measures planned to overcome these challenges.
21. Please update the Committee on the measures adopted to ensure that persons with disabilities have full access to decent employment and to the full range of rights it implies, including social benefits, and to ensure that those who work in the context of occupational therapies have access to a diverse range of activities and a sufficient pay.
22. Please provide information on the steps envisaged to grant asylum-seekers full access to the formal labour market and to the occupations and vocational trainings of their choice without discrimination, with a view to promoting their independence and self-sufficiency. Please also provide information on the situation of refugees employed in agricultural seasonal work.
23. Please provide information on the measures taken, and their impact, to bring people out of poverty, in particular measures targeting female pensioners and single heads of households.
24. Please inform about the steps envisaged to guarantee the right of marginalised and disadvantaged individuals to adequate housing. In particular, please provide an update on the measures taken to (a) address the issue of homelessness in the State party and prevent evictions due to non-payment of rent, including the adoption of a national strategy or programme on homelessness, as previously recommended by the Committee, and (b) ensure that energy remains affordable for all and that households can adequately meet their energy needs, especially in winter.
25. Please provide an update on the implementation of the revised national action plan on nutrition and on its impact and on the measures taken to reduce dependency of marginalised and disadvantaged persons on food banks.
26. Please indicate to what extent the Austrian Rural Development Programme and other measures implemented by the State party address unemployment and poverty among women in rural areas. Please indicate which are the measures envisaged to integrate gender into the State party’s agricultural policy, and to increase the representation of women in rural and agricultural decision-making bodies.
27. With reference to the Committee’s previous concluding observations, please provide an update on the measures adopted, and their impact, to address the growing demands in medical personnel, in particular in the areas of psychosocial care and adolescent health and in detention facilities.
28. Please describe the measures taken, and their impact, to ensure that members of marginalised and disadvantaged groups, in particular Roma communities and migrants, have access to adequate and affordable health care. 
29. Please provide information on the implementation of the Action Plan for Women’s Health (Aktionplan Frauengesuntheit), including on its indicators and budget. 
30. Please indicate the measures taken to enforce compulsory education and ensure that all children have access to education without discrimination at every level. In particular, please inform about the measures taken to (a) facilitate the enrolment of children belonging to marginalised and disadvantaged groups in pre-school, including migrant children, children of migrant background and Roma children, (b) prevent that early orientation of students at the lower secondary level exacerbate inequalities based on their socio-economic backgrounds, and (c) prevent school dropout. 
31. Please indicate the proportion of children with disabilities, including the proportion of children from migrant background, who are enrolled in inclusive education and in special education, respectively, on a comparative basis for the past five years.
32. Please provide information on the impact of the measures taken to increase the gender balance in the Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) studies and professions and in other fields where either sex is underrepresented, including the impact of the establishment of the MeineTechnik.at platform. Please provide data on the percentage of girls and young women enrolled in STEM pathways, on a comparative basis for the past five years.
33. With reference to the Committee’s previous concluding observations, please indicate the measures taken to broaden the criteria for the recognition of a national minority under the Ethnic Group Act so as to ensure that all ethnic minority groups in the State party can receive State support to sustain their culture and identity and fully enjoy their economic, social and cultural rights.
	C.	Good practices 
34. Please provide information on good practices in policy formulation and implementation, developed by the State party during the reporting period, that have effectively contributed to the realization of economic, social and cultural rights, in particular for marginalized and disadvantaged individuals and groups. Please indicate how the Committee’s previous concluding observations (E/C.12AUT/CO/4) have been taken into account in developing such practices.
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