Annex 12

[bookmark: _GoBack]Split families between the HKSAR and the Mainland of China

1.	The position remains largely as explained in paragraphs 186-187 of the previous report.  Mainland residents who wish to settle in Hong Kong for family reunion must apply for One-way Permits (OWP) (i.e. Permits for Proceeding to Hong Kong and Macao) from the exit and entry administration offices of the public security authority at the places of their household registration on the Mainland.  The OWP scheme is a family reunion scheme which ensures that the eligible Mainland residents will come to Hong Kong for settlement in an orderly manner.
2.	The Mainland authorities have since May 1997 implemented a point-based system which has been refined from time to time to assess and determine the eligibility of applicants and the order in which they may settle in Hong Kong according to objective criteria.  Except for Certificate of Entitlement (CoE) holders, the considerations in examining and approving the OWP applications include the separation time and the age of the applicants and their Hong Kong relatives.  Mainland residents claiming right of abode under paragraph 2(c) of Schedule 1 to the Immigration Ordinance (Cap. 115) can apply for a CoE from the Public Security Offices in the Mainland where their household registration is kept. 
3.	Mainland residents may also apply for Two-Way Permit (TWP) (i.e. Exit-Entry Permit for Travelling to and from Hong Kong and Macao) and relevant exit endorsement from the Mainland authorities to visit relatives in Hong Kong.
4.	The application, approval and issue of OWP, TWP and exit endorsements are within the remit of the Mainland authorities.  However, the Government continues to convey to the Mainland authorities the views of various sectors in Hong Kong, and the Mainland authorities have from time to time adjusted and refined the arrangements for OWP, TWP and relevant exit endorsements.  For example, starting from 25 December 2009 “one-year multiple exit endorsement for visiting relatives” have been issued to eligible Mainland residents holding TWP, which enables them to stay in Hong Kong for 90 days on each entry.  Besides, starting from    1 April 2011, eligible Mainland “overage children” of Hong Kong residents may apply for OWP to come to Hong Kong to reunite with their natural parents.
5.	The Immigration Department of the HKSAR has been referring to the Mainland authorities individual cases with special family difficulty and providing them with information about the special circumstances and background information of these cases.  The Mainland authorities have exercised discretion and issued OWP or “one-year multiple exit endorsement for visiting relatives” to some of these applicants.
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