[image: ]
Shadow Report for CCPR on Somalia, 140th Session
Submitted by: International Alliance for Peace and Development
https://iapd.international/
IAPD seeks to promote peace and sustainable development all over the world, side by side with the United Nations’ mechanisms and other effective institutions all over the world, it works to counter hatred, violence, and extremism. IAPD follows its networking vision to mobilize efforts, cooperation, and integration, and its goals are to promote respecting human rights and strengthen communication with international mechanisms to protect human rights and Support UN, international, and regional bodies in achieving Sustainable Development Goals 2030.
Summary 
Over the years, Somali society has grappled with a multitude of concerning realities. The confluence of security concerns, political instability, and the persistent presence of terrorist groups perpetrating violence has created a complex web of challenges for the Somali government to navigate. The reality of freedom of opinion and expression, freedom of movement, and the right to peaceful assembly and demonstration are among the most prominent civil and political rights that have been affected by the reality the country is witnessing.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK3]Despite the Somali Constitution outlining the legal framework for upholding these rights, significant challenges persist. This necessitates increased monitoring and evaluation of the government's adherence to both constitutional principles and international obligations regarding these essential civil and political rights.
Freedom of Association and Peaceful Assembly  
Although Article 20 of the Somali Constitution states “every person has the right to organize and participate in meetings and to demonstrate and protest peacefully, without requiring prior authorization”, the reality shows that harassment of demonstrators is a frequent behavior carried out by Somali security forces. Such forms of harassment include severe beatings and arrests. 
· On February 19, 2021, Security forces opened fire on hundreds peacefully protesting electoral delays in Mogadishu.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Somalia: Heavy gunfire erupts at opposition march in Mogadishu, Al Jazeera, https://bitly.ws/3ak3K] 

· August 2022: Clashes between security forces and opposition protesters in Somaliland resulted in five deaths and 100 injuries.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  At least five people killed, 100 hurt in Somaliland protests, Reuters, https://bitly.ws/3aao2] 

· December 30, 2022: Security forces shot and killed 21 pro-Somalia protesters including women and young men in Lasanod, Sool region.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Somaliland forces shoot and kill outraged 'pro-Somalia' civilian protesters in Lasanod, Hornobserver, https://bitly.ws/3aayS] 

· January 2, 2023: Another deadly clash erupted between security forces and protesters in Laascaanood, the capital city of the Sool region in Somaliland.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Deadly clashes between protesters and security forces in Somaliland, African news, https://bit.ly/3vDNcI5] 

· August 2023, the security forces in the capital used live ammunition to disperse a protest held over the arrest of an ex-army officer, leading to the killing of 3 protesters and the injury of 9 others.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Police in Somalia’s capital use live ammunition to disperse protest over arrest of ex-army officer, Somali Guardian, https://bitly.ws/3aa55] 

· December 6, 2023: Security forces arrested several individuals, including a religious leader and activist, along with youth and women, during a protest against the ruling party in Kebri Dehar.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Police detain many in Somali region after protests against corruption, Addis standard, https://bitly.ws/3aa9G] 

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Freedom of Expression 
According to the Provisional Constitution (2012) of Somalia in article 18, the country should guarantee the right of freedom of expression, including freedom of all forms of media, and freedom of receiving and imparting information. Despite this, the reality reveals a disregard for constitutional articles through the transformation of harassment and targeting of journalists into a reality that dominates their work inside Somalia.
A report issued by the National Union of Somali Journalists revealed information about the violations that Somali media professionals were subjected to during 2021, as 4 different media facilities were attacked in 2021, revealing concerted public and governmental efforts to intimidate journalists. [footnoteRef:7] [7:  Somalia: 2021 saw growing threat to media freedom, Ifj, http://bitly.ws/Jqpz] 

· February 2022, a report issued by the National Union of Somali Journalists revealed that media freedom was subjected to a systematic attack in 2021 led to the arrest of 34 media professionals within a short period, which prompted the International Federation of Journalists to call on the authorities to stop undermining Somali media freedom. [footnoteRef:8] [8:  Ibid] 

· In 2022, the International Federation of Journalists report revealed 63 recorded cases of violence against journalists, including harassment, illegal arrest, detention, torture, electronic stalking, and threats. [footnoteRef:9]  [9:  Ibid] 

· December 2022, security forces raided the place of a Somali journalist and arrested him for publishing a post on social media “Facebook”. [footnoteRef:10] [10:  Ibid] 

· In December 2022, officials from the Presidential Communications Office contacted local media managers and instructed them to submit their news stories in a written document (Word) before broadcasting them through any media outlet. [footnoteRef:11] [11:  Ibid] 

Notably, attacks on female journalists are alarmingly high, showing a rise in gender-based violence within the Somali media sector.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Ibid] 

	The previous cases show the reality of the media sector in Somalia. Although the Somalin government made some amendments to the Federal Media Law, No. 11 of January 9, 2016, establishing a Press Council tasked with developing ethical standards, processing, and conducting disciplinary action, the Law lacks provisions protecting journalists' rights, leaving them vulnerable to harassment by security forces. The pattern of harassing media workers continues in the following cases: 
· On January 17, January 2023, the police of Kahda district arbitrarily detained a TV journalist as a result of covering a public protest against the district commissioner by citizens of Kahda. [footnoteRef:13] [13:  Submission to the call for contributions on the situation of human rights in Somalia -2022, SJS, https://bitly.ws/3a9FK] 

· On January 22, 2023, Somali police officers shot live bullets targeting 2 journalists covering a terror attack at the office of Mogadishu mayor.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Ibid ] 

· On January 25, 2023, somalin land police arrested 2 Tv Reporters from SomNews TV channel.[footnoteRef:15] [15:  Ibid ] 

· On February 12, 2023, Somali police in Kaaraan district detained 2 journalists from the media team of Risaala Media Corporation who were covering a protest held against the closure of one road at Sana’a intersection, and the officers forced the journalists to delete the footage they covered.[footnoteRef:16] [16:  Ibid ] 

· On February 19, 2023, Somaliland police officers detained a TV reporter after he covered and exposed an activity of illegal tax collection by the mayor of the town of Wajale, and on February 21, he was released after being forced to restrict his media posts on social media about the incident.[footnoteRef:17] [17:  Ibid ] 

· On March 2, 2023, Somalin police officers at Aden Adde International Airport arrested and detained a freelance photojournalist while covering an event inside the airport.[footnoteRef:18] [18:  Ibid ] 

· On April 7, 2023, a national intelligence officer operating at Mogadishu Airport targeted the Somali Journalists Syndicate Secretary-General with threats of physical harm while being in Nairobi, the same officer also threatened some journalists at Risaala media corporation after they interviewed the Somalin human rights activist Abdalle Ahmed Mumin.[footnoteRef:19] [19:  Ibid ] 

· On April 16, 2023, Mogadishu police detained and arrested 4 local journalists who were covering news from a bomb blast area for Risala Media Corporation in the Hamar Jajab neighborhood. [footnoteRef:20] [20:  Ibid ] 

· On August 17, 2023, four plain-clothed security persons arrested the Somalin journalist Mohamed Ibrahim Osman to stop him immediately from covering the news of the security sector.[footnoteRef:21] [21:  Two Somali journalists arrested for reporting on police, 1 remains in custody, CPI.org, https://bitly.ws/3a8Mj] 

Although most of the killings of the Somalin journalists were not committed by the Somalin forces, the responsibility remains the government’s poor ability to secure journalists and media workers within the country. 
2023 has witnessed several journalists killed as shown below: 
· In 2021, 2 Somali journalists were killed, while 3 others were seriously injured, two by gunshots, and the destination of the attack has not been determined yet. [footnoteRef:22] [22:  State of Press Freedom in Somalia 2021, Horn observer, http://bitly.ws/Jqwq] 

·  March 2022, an independent journalist was killed in the Somali city of Galico by armed men, four members of the Al-Shabaab armed group were convicted and sentenced to death. [footnoteRef:23] [23:  OP, Cite, Somalia: 2021 saw growing threat to media freedom, Ifj] 

· September 2022, A journalist working in the Somali National Television was killed by an explosive device that was confirmed to have been planted by the Al-Shabaab armed movement near the city of Mogadishu.[footnoteRef:24]  [24:  2022 Country Reports on Human Rights Practices: Somalia, Us department of state, http://bitly.ws/Jqxj] 

· November 2022, A Somali journalist was killed as part of a planned suicide attack by the Al-Shabaab armed group in the Somali capital Mogadishu. [footnoteRef:25]  [25:  Ibid] 

· January 2023, A journalist working for SNTV News, was seriously injured as he was the victim of a double car bombing, Al-Shabaab claimed responsibility for the bombing that took place in the Mahas region in central Somalia. [footnoteRef:26] [26:  Op, Cite, Somalia: Harassment of journalists continues amid deteriorating press freedom situation] 

Freedom of Movement
Between 2020 and 2022, political and security instability significantly hindered freedom of movement in Somalia. The difficulty of movement was very clear in the capital, Mogadishu, because during the period citizens were subject to careful inspection when they walked on the city’s roads. Citizens have also been prevented from taking some roads and paths under the pretext of protecting them.
Also, roadblocks operated by armed forces led to it being used as a center for attacks on humanitarian workers, which severely restricted movement and the possibility of delivering aid to the southern and central regions of Somalia. In addition to this, in the 2022 election campaign period, political candidates reported incidents in which government authorities obstructed their travel between states and Somali regions[footnoteRef:27]. [27:  2022 Country Reports on Human Rights Practices: Somalia, Us department of state, http://bitly.ws/Jqxj] 

Al-Shabaab's terroristic movement managed to prevent and obstruct several trading activities in the areas under its control and also obstructed the delivery of humanitarian aid to some areas on the ground. Authorities in Somaliland barred entry to government officials deemed aligned with Mogadishu's interests and prevented their citizens from participating in cultural events or federal government activities in Mogadishu. [footnoteRef:28] [28:  Ibid] 

Recommendations
1. [bookmark: _Hlk157595664][bookmark: _Hlk157595580]IAPD recommends the Somali government adhere to the constitutional principles that guarantee the security and safety of media workers inside the country.
2. In the context of the illegal arrest of journalists and media workers, IAPD calls on the Somali judicial system to combat the legal loopholes that allow the unjustified arrest of media professionals by the Somali authorities.
3. IAPD calls on the Somali government to launch training programs aimed at building the capacity of military forces to deal peacefully with Somali demonstrators, to put an end to harassment that dominates peaceful assemblies and demonstrations.
4. IAPD calls on the Somali government to lift the restrictions imposed on the work of political activists and human rights defenders.
5. The necessity to comply with article 40 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, relating to The States parties to the present Covenant undertake to submit reports on the measures they have adopted which give effect to the rights recognized herein and, on the progress, made in the enjoyment of these rights.
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