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Who wrote this report?
Persons with intellectual disabilities wrote this report, and they are marginalized not only in Egypt but in most countries of the world, and they demand to be heard.
Who participating at writing this report ?
Alexandria Self-Advocacy Source Group is a group for persons with intellectual disabilities and their Families advocates for the rights of persons with intellectual disabilities and all of them are volunteers, this group created at 2014; it is working under of High Care association umbrella 
High Care association for special needs is an association registered with the Ministry of Social Solidarity under No. 1814 of 2005, and serves children and adults with intellectual disabilities.

Introduction
Based on what was published on the website of the National Council for Persons with Disabilities, the latest official statistics issued by the Central Agency for Public Mobilization and Statistics indicate that the number of persons with disabilities is 10.64% of the total population. This is a large percentage, and we believe that it is even larger because many persons with disabilities, for one reason or another, have not registered their disability in the state records so far.
Article 8: Spreading awareness about disability
We will not deny that the state has made an effort to spread awareness about disability. It has established few initiatives and broadcasted about them on television channels, but they have not been enough. One of these initiatives is” Best friend “it is launched by the Ministry of Social Solidarity, in cooperation with the Ministry of Youth and Sports, the National Alliance for Civil Action, and Life Makers Egypt Foundation.
The purpose of the initiative was spreading awareness about including people with disabilities into society and reducing social isolation, in addition to enhancing the role of youth in including people with disabilities into society and achieving equality for all, by conducting artistic and sports activities in 24 governorates through young volunteers.
 The results due to the Ministry of social solidarity website was:
 Number of volunteers was 5000. The initiative reached 8 million people, educate them about people with disabilities, and correct misconceptions about them. The number of children and adults of persons with disability who participated was 3000.
The disadvantages of this initiative is that it was implemented on a large scale in a short time and was not repeated and included all ages and multiple categories. 
 Due to the lack of awareness about people with disabilities, the following continues happens:
· Children with intellectual disabilities are ostracized by their peers and are exposed to bullying or complete neglect in schools;
· The general population not aware of them, so people may be afraid to approach them - people may stay away from them if they are sitting in public places or transportation
·  At work, they may also be exposed to bullying due to their colleagues’ lack of awareness about them
·  As happened when the shops in the Ajami area in Al-Bitash filled in the slides, evidence of their lack of awareness of their existence
·  The same happens in hospitals and state agencies
So the initiatives must be specific to a certain category of people, and let it be an initiative for children, then university students, then workers in factories and companies, and so on to reach all society’s . categories. 
The media and social media must also be used for awareness, which currently reaches every home easily.
It will be great if the state implements the initiatives at the normal places. So the state can start with children at schools, teachers, administrators and school staff. If we put a lot of effort in enough time to form a new mindset of acceptance of others in children, we will have a better society in the future. This process must be continuous and target all future generations. The state must follow a clear and specific approach every year to shape children’s thinking and ensure its implementation. The same approach must followed with youth. 
Proposed questions for the List of Issues:
What is the state's plan to stop bullying in schools and raise awareness among different segments of society about people with disabilities? 
...
Article 9 Accessibility
· Accessibility to places
In recent years, the state has made significant efforts to facilitate the movement of persons with disabilities, including the issuance of Law No. 10 of 2018, the Law of Persons with Disabilities, which stipulates in Article No. 29 the engineering code 1 
In short, any facility, road, or similar that is built must take into account facilitating procedures for persons with disabilities
· From this point of view, the state made ramps in the sidewalks in most of big cities like Alexandria to make it easier for people with disabilities to cross or move with a wheelchair, but there are two issues with these ramps 
·  first, they do not meet the proper specifications, as they are too steep or their location is not suitable, as in some places the light pole or a tree is in the middle of them.
This article published at June 2024 tell the suffering for people with physical disability with moving at Cairo streets 
https://www.fakartany.net/2024/06/27/
·  Also, people are not aware of them, as some people from the shop owners have filled or rebuilt this slide to become flat (This happened in Alexandria, El Agami, El Beitash)

· There are still many places where there is no accessibility, for example, the social insurance in the Dekheila area in Alexandria is located on the second floor and the stairs are narrow and there is no electric elevator (the existing elevator is for the residents of the building, not those who visit the insurance),
So if a person who uses a wheelchair or a crutch needs to go up to finish any procedure, it will be an impossible task for him. 
Thus, the Social Solidarity Department in Al-Ajami, as well as Muharram Bek Insurance, vocational rehabilitation, and most social affairs departments are located between the second and third floors in many neighborhoods, as well as the Electricity Company in Al-Bitash.

· In 2020, Alexandria opened the new Mahmoudia Road, which is 21 kilometers long and passes several large residential areas, and the width of the road expands from 6 to 8 lanes in one direction, as the road is back and forth, and it was a great and very useful project to solve the traffic congestion crisis in Alexandria. 
This road is punctuated by bridges to protect people from crossing this dangerous road, but when building these bridges that reach a height of nearly two floors with a number of stairs from 25 to 30 stairs and no elevators or ramps 
This has become a great barrier for people with disabilities, as well as the elderly and children.
 They have only two solutions, either crossing the dangerous road or renting a car to cross it to the other road because the road has no traffic lights. Since the construction of this road, there have been many accidents on it.
 Citizens' complaints and appeals for help can be found on this link2
· Accessibility of information 
People with intellectual disabilities participated in writing this report, and they explained that they suffer from access to information because when information is published, officials neglect to publish an easy-to-read and understand version. 
No channel or website used by the state and its agencies in disseminating information laws and services that concern people with disabilities.
Also, they explained that they often receive false information that they do not know its source or credibility through the Internet, without any tools or without being equipped to filter such information. 
Attached is the website of the Ministry of Social Solidarity, which is responsible for many of the affairs of persons with disabilities. If we check the site, we will not find any part related to persons with disabilities, only laws, but not in an easy-to-read form.3 

There is also the website of the National Council for Persons with Disabilities, where many things for people with disabilities are also published, but not in an easy-to-read format:4  

Some people with intellectual disabilities who have been deprived of education explained that they cannot read easy-to-read version, the state should publish videos or audio clips so they can access the information.


1  this article explain what is engineering code.
تعرف على الكود الهندسى لذوى الاحتياجات الخاصة بالمبانى والمنشآت السكنية - اليوم السابع 
2 غضب بسبب كباري المشاه على محور المحمودية الجديد بالإسكندرية (صور) - جريدة المال
3 وزارة التضامن الإجتماعى القوانين و التشريعات
4 دراسات فى حقوق الانسان - محلية 
What will the state do to make information available to people with disabilities? And what will it do specifically for people with intellectual disabilities to facilitate their access to information?
What measures will the state take to improve the movement of people with disabilities on Egyptian streets and make them safe?

Article 12 - Equal recognition before the law

In the Egyptian Personal Status Law, The Public Prosecution is responsible for the money of the minor (a minor in law is a child under 18 years of age and incapacitated person). “A person with intellectual disability is incapacitated person in Egyptian law.”  you can find this at article 26 and 33 at the personal status law.

 When the child reaches the age of 18, guardianship is lifted and he has the right to receive his money and inheritance from the property.
 With regard to persons with intellectual disabilities, this law applies to them for life, and thus depriving them of their legal capacity to exercise their rights., Consequently, whenever the inherit and even as adults, their arethere are not entitled to receive their property and money that is in the Hassbi Council. If the person with intellectual disability deprived of legal capacity dies, it is the family memberse who inherits him, 
Please indicate what steps the State is planning to repeal the legal provisions from the Egyptian Personal Status Law that deprive persons with disabilities from their legal capacity and prevent them from accessing and manage the funds of their inheritance, on equal basis with others.
Please indicate measures to facilitate access of adults with intellectual disabilities currently deprived of their legal capacity to benefit from and manage their inheritance funds which still remain under control of the Hassbi Council?
Article 19 Living independently and being included in the community
Sometimes people with intellectual disabilities find themselves living alone after the death of a parent. 
(A young woman with Down syndrome, said that all of her extended family members have passed away and now she is left with only her parents, who are now growing up: "What will I do if they die?")
Unfortunately, there are no services in the country that send an assistant to the person with disabilities in his home to take care of him and meet his needs, a mother complained)
People with severe physical disabilities do not have assistants or equipment to facilitate their movement. They often only go out when necessary. (a mother for adult with sever intellectual and physical disability said,” my son and don’t see the street by months” 
What is the state's plan to provide support to elderly people with disabilities who do not have a family to care for them? And people with severe physical disabilities? 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Article 20 Personal mobility 
Facilitating the personal mobility of persons with disabilities in the manner and at the time of their choice, and at affordable cost; In Egypt All the transportation kinds in not appropriate for people who are using wheelchair for example when they need to ride the bus must be carried to the bus.
At train stations, the Transport Authority has allocated a wheelchair for the elderly and people with disabilities. Unfortunately, there is only one wheelchair at the station, so people with disabilities have to wait their turn.
Facilitating access by persons with disabilities to quality mobility aids, devices, assistive technologies and forms of live assistance and intermediaries, including by making them available at affordable cost;
Assistive devices, such as wheelchairs, hearing aids, prosthetic devices and medical shoes are not easy to access by persons with disabilities who needs them. 
If a disabled person is covered by health insurance, he can apply for a wheelchair, for example, but the number of these assistive devices may not be sufficient, so the disabled person must wait for his turn. When the turn finally comes, he must pay 50% of its price, and the insurance covers the rest.,
 Given the limited access, some civil society organizations may try to fill the gap and donate some wheelchairs or hearing aids to the hearing impaired. 
Person with physical disability need wheelchair but he cannot afford one and do not have health insurance. Someone donated a wheelchair to him, but unfortunately, the chair is too heavy to move around, so he uses a crutch but he cannot move long distances and if he is forced to, he became very tired and exhausts those who support him.
 
Of course, not all types of assistive devices are available, as there are cases of cerebral palsy that may need walkers to help them move.
In a particular case, a child with cerebral palsy, and the mother tried to buy him a special walker to help him move, but she did not find one, so she made it, which cost her a lot and was not of the correct specifications, of course.) 
What will the state do to provide modern assistive devices for everyone at a reasonable cost?.





Article 24 Education 
In the past, any child with a disability was rejected from schools and it was a very painful period for their families, but the state has made great efforts in the field of education.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  This link explains the measures taken by the state in education:
 وزارة التعليم تنشر فيديو لتوضيح الخدمات المقدمة للطلاب ذوى الاحتياجات بالمدارس - اليوم السابع
] 

 There are more opportunities for people with disabilities in education, no one can prevent them from applying for education in private or public schools until they reach university education, but there are still many challenges in this field on the following areas:
  Education quality 

The biggest issue we face is the overload of curriculum, which does not suit the capabilities of children with intellectual disabilities and it is impossible for them to keep up with it, yet they are required to study it. There are no curricular adaptations offered to tailor educational content as appropriate for children with intellectual disabilities to benefit from education services.
Here one of two scenarios occurs: 
- The first is that the family completely ignores the curriculum and teaches him according to his capabilities and is satisfied with his mere physical presence in school, 
- The other is that the family increases pressures the child to keep up with his school age. 
(Here, a young woman with intellectual disability mentioned that she did not learn anything throughout her studies and is now in the Faculty of Arts in the Department of Libraries).
School overcrowding
The number of children in classes is between 60 to 110 students in the classroom. This makes very difficult for children to really benefit from educational services., The challenge is bigger for  children with disabilities requiring support and curricular adaptations to learn in this crowded environment. 
UNICEF worked on a project to create a resource room for children with disabilities in a number of schools that contains many tools and educational aids., Unfortunately these rooms are not open to children and they do not use any of these tools. While the rest of the schools do not have a room at all.
· Teacher's lack of training and awareness raising: 
The teacher is an essential element in the education process, and here we deal with different types of teachers' attitudes towards children with disabilities: 
· Rejectionist teacher: He refuses to accept the child in his class and asks his family not to bring him, and this is the most common model;
o The negative teacher: who does not reject the child's presence, but completely ignores him and does not see him. This model is also widespread;.
o The sympathetic teacher: who sympathizes with the child and pays attention to him, but does not make an effort to teach him.
o The positive teacher: who is the teacher who realizes the child's impairment and deals with it positively. This model is very rare.
Generally, teachers are not properly trained nor qualified to teach children with disabilities.
On this points, people with intellectual disabilities suggested that students in their final year of university can be used as practical training for them (since they are already doing practical training for a semester). 
So, a protocol can be made between the Ministry of Education and the Ministry of Higher Education where students in the faculties of education, arts, special education, kindergarten, disability sciences and many faculties in the final academic year to support children with disabilities and teach them under the guidance of the Ministry of Education., 
This could be a temporary solution until the Sstate enables and provides professionalised teachers to students with disabilities.
· Inclusion procedures: 
Although the child has an integrated services card that proves his disability, he must bring an IQ test and a medical report from a government hospital (this may take between one to three months to obtain), 
and after they submit these documents, the child must be presented to a committee to decide whether to accept him for inclusion in mainstream school or not., Of course, on the day of this Ccommittee the number children is very big,s everyone waits a long time for their turn, and when it finally becomes their turn, children are exhausted and get a negative attitude that plays in their disfavor.
· The burden of the shadow teacher 
The child may need a companion in the exams or accompany him during the school day. Previously, the parent could be this companion if his academic qualification allows it., but But, in the last two years parents have been prevented from becoming a companion for their children.,
This put them under the penalty of exploitation,exploitation; Parents should hire someone to accompany their child called a shadow teacher to support the child during the school day and exams. Without the shadow teacher, the school will not the child to attend the school day or the exams. as theThe shadow teacher's salary paid by the parent. It became at the last year from 3000 to 6000 per month. 
Many people are unable to pay these amounts monthly throughout the school year.
· Adult Education
The state provides literacy for adults who missed the opportunity to learn. On this, Amir, a young man with an intellectual disability, explained that he joined literacy and succeeded in the first stage, which is equivalent to the primary stage, but he was unable to complete his studies because the preparatory stage was difficult for him. He tried to seek inclusion procedures, but he was told that there was no intclusion in adult education, and he stopped studying.
· Rejection by school officials
A mother of a child with Down syndrome told us that she went with him to school on the first day of school and when she entered the school gate with him, the head master shouted at her, "Why did you bring him? I don't have a special education teacher for your son. Take him home and don't bring him back." After a while, under the rules that all children must attend the exams, the mother was forced to bring him during the exam period. Naturally, because the child was not used to school, he had some behavioral problems while in the classroom. The mother was waiting in the schoolyard, so the head master shouted at her again, "Go up and take your child. We don't need any more disgust. Don't bring him back and he will pass the exam." This kind of situation is repeated frequently in different schools.
What are State plans to reform education quality for children with disabilities?
What is the steps the State should do to make inclusion procedures easier?
What will the state do to improve the attitudes of teachers and school officials towards children with disabilities?

Article 25 Health
The big issue is that persons with  disabilities don't have health insurance, as their  health insurance ends at the end of our last year of study, which is approximately between the ages of 20 and 22,
When we go with the integrated services card that proves our disability, hospitals do not recognize it., So we may have to resort to another system, which is treatment at the expense of the State, which is a system that requires a lot of paperwork. 
(A person with physical and intellectual disability, mentioned that he needs a lot of medicines and needs blood transfusions from time to time, and all of this is expensive, and he was able to spend his treatment for a year at state expense. Then, they cut it off from him and told him that he had taken the treatment for a whole year and would not be paid more than that).
Aging 
As we age, our health issues will increase and so will our need for health insurance. 
 
What is the state's plan to provide health insurance for people with disabilities who are unemployed or not enrolled in education?
Article 27 Work 
Work represents a real challenge for persons with disabilities in Egypt in general, and for persons with intellectual disabilities in particular. The state has allocated 5% of jobs for persons with disabilities and obligated all public and private employers who has 20 employee or more in the country to abide by it, Law on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Law No. 10 of 2018 Articles 22 and 23. 
Here, persons with intellectual disabilities are exposed to one of the following scenarios
· Refusing to give him a job at all and discarding his application (this happens a lot)
· Hired on the condition that he receives his salary every month without showing up for work (this is also very common)
· He is hired at a lower salary than others even though he performs the same tasks as others or is exploited and assigned more work than others
· is treated the same as others at work and gets his/her due (this model exists but is very rare).
· 
Recently, a journalist summarized the issue of unemployment for people with disabilities, highlighting that the unemployment rate among people with disabilities reached 73% in 2022, according to a report by the Central Agency for Public Mobilization and Statistics issued in December 2024. The law requires that 5% of workers in public and private sector institutions be disabled, but in reality only about 0.5% of them are committed, according to statements made by Heba Hegras, the deputy of the Social Solidarity, Family and Persons with Disabilities Committee in Parliament, to the “Parliamentary” website, despite the imposition of a one-year prison sentence on violators.[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  See واقع يتبدل أم "كلام على ورق"؟.. ما يريده "ذوو الإعاقة" في مصر | الحرة.] 

What measures will the state take to activate the 5% law in all state agencies?



Article 28 Standard of living
People with disabilities are the most vulnerable to poverty and the state has tried to provide them with a pension to improve their lives. 
The Ministry of Social Solidarity explains the conditions for obtaining a pension, available in its website.[footnoteRef:3] The following comments target the main issues of concern: [3:  وزارة التضامن الإجتماعى تفاصيل البرنامج
] 

1) Pension value: The state has set the pension value, where the highest amount that a person with a disability can receive is approximately 700 pounds, which is equivalent to 23 pounds per day, while the price of an egg is 6 pounds. This amount, in light of this high cost, is not enough for basic needs such as food only. Difficult to cover other basic needs, such as clothing, health treatments, transportation, and other life matters.?
Pension eligibility conditions: People with disabilities see the conditions as unfair. For example, if a person with a disability or his family receives a salary or wage from any governmental or non-governmental job and the individual’s share of it is 900 pounds. 
2) He is not entitled to receive a pension.

Also, the pension may be rejected for people with disabilities because they live in a residential apartment owned by them or their family, showing that the pension does not foresee the need to promote the independence of the person with disability if the person leaves with the family, and does not aim to replace income stability (regardless of ownership of a house) nor disability related extra costs. 

Arbitrary administrative decisions also take place: A (mother of a 9-year-old autistic girl stated that the reason for refusing to grant them this pension is when the specialist visited the family’s home told her that they are not entitled to the pension because they have household appliances, and these appliances were a washing machine, refrigerator and television, which are essentials of life in any home today(. She submitted again a year after the first application then her application was accepted and granted the pension. In another case, the family of a young woman with an intellectual disability, applied several times to obtain a pension, but her application was rejected, even though she explained that all the conditions apply to her case, and without any explicit rationale of the denial..)

3) Duration of procedures for obtaining a pension: It requires a very long period. When submitting all the required papers and implementing all the procedures, the person with a disability or his family may wait for many months to obtain the pension.
4) 

5) Procedures for obtaining an integrated services card The Integrated Services Card is an identity card for people with disabilities. The state's goal in issuing it is to facilitate life for people with disabilities. There are many advantages that the cardholder benefits from, such as free public transportation, free entry to public and tourist places, obtaining a reduced-price car, and other advantages.
, people with disabilities and their families found several challenges, including:
6) 

The process requires that  the person submits an application to the Ministry of Health, then the Ministry sets an appointment for him to review all his reports, which must be issued by a government agency, and each case has its own papers and tests. After that, the Ministry of Health decides if the person has a disability. Then, after the results appear, the person with a disability or the child's family goes to the Ministry of Social Solidarity to submit his papers and wait for a response. 

Sometimes the responses are shocking. We describe two cases of the recent period:.

a) The first was a 5-year-old girl with severe autism and hyperactivity. The issuance of the integrated services card for her refused.  Because her IQ, according to the IQ test she took, was 75, and the IQ score to issue the card must be less than 75, and the committee ignored the fact that the child had severe autism accompanied by hyperactivity..
 The other case was a person with visual impairment (6/60) and epilepsy. The issuance of the services card refused for him  without a clear basis and explanation and he is threatened with dismissal from his job because he was appointed within the 5% quota. 

People with disabilities explained that this card is not permanent, but every few years they have to follow the same previous procedures., Persons with disabilities wonder why the need to repeat all those tests and medical reports:. "Why don't we hand over the old card and just pay the fees for the new card?"

A person with a mild intellectual disability, explained that he faced another challenge, which is that when extracting the card, an IQ test must be done. When the person entered to take the test, the specialist asked him about the color of something. The IQ tests  are applied to children are the same as those applied to adults, so adults may have to lie and claim not to know in order to be able to extract the card.
Another challenge is the fees and costs of medical reports and transportation expenses between hospitals. One parent whose son is a person with physical and intellectual disability explained that she spent a lot of money on renting cars to move between hospitals to obtain reports proving physical and intellectual disability, and each report had its own fees.


What measures should the state take to improve the economic conditions of people with disabilities? What steps will the state take to facilitate the procedures for people with disabilities to obtain a pension?


Article 26 - Rehabilitation Services

Medical follow-up 

We know that people with disabilities need specialized and continuous medical follow-up, especially those who have epilepsy, cerebral palsy, hyperactive activity, physical disability or any other disability  
Therefore, many families, if they don’t have health insurance or treatment at the expense of the state, they turn to the private doctor, here we find them suffering because the price of a doctor's consultation is between 500 pounds to 1000 pounds.
 The State does not regulate nor intervene in the determination of the prices of medical consultations so that it suits everyone. The State does not seem to adopt effective measures to increase the number of specialized doctors in health insurance and public hospitals to meet the needs. 
Medication prices have also become prohibitively expensive.

Rehabilitation and education centers for people with disabilities 
Also, children with disabilities, whether intellectual, visual or auditory, may need educational sessions to develop their skills, and in Egypt there are many educational centers, which are privately owned by people, but one of their disadvantages: 
- They are not properly monitored by the state 
- Very expensive and the prices of the sessions are not subject to control, in some centers, the price of one session for the service that the child receives may be from 150 pounds to 200 pounds or more
- It may not be staffed by specialists

The services provided by the state in this regard are too few in number and not of high quality. 

What is the state's plan to improve the quality of rehabilitation services provided by government hospitals?
 How does it seek to increase their number to suffice those in need of these services at an appropriate cost?

Article 30 - Sports and Entertainment

The state has also made some efforts in the field of sports and entertainment to meet the needs of people with disabilities, as the Ministry of Youth and Sports has opened all youth and sports centers for them. However, when we started to inspect these centers, we did not find any activities for these young people, nor did they even have tools. For example, the Ajami Youth Center, which is located in the Hanovel area, serves a very large sector, as Ajami is a very large area in Alexandria and has a large population. Also, the number of people with disabilities is large because it is an industrial area with high pollution, so the percentage of disability is increasing day after day. This center does not have any activities, 

A civil society organization volunteered to develop a center and purchase sports equipment for it, and it has not yet opened. This is the case of the Wardian and Qabari Youth Center, and most of the Alexandria youth centers are in this condition. 
Here, parents of people with disabilities resort to private clubs, and of course the cost is very high, so those who cannot afford it stay at home.
The state also tried in the field of entertainment to create a special park for people with disabilities and a special beach for them. While the intention might be good, it has been undertaken from a wrong and non-CRPD based perspective, as it promotes segregation and isolation of persons with disabilities among themselves. They need to be included the society and not in places that are reserved for them alone.
What efforts will the state make to improve the quality of youth and sports centers and improve the services provided by them?
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