On behalf of the Committee, I would like to express my appreciation to the distinguished delegation from Sweden for our open and frank constructive dialogue. 
Sweden has a wealth of resources to draw upon for its law and policy reform. One such resource is the high level of expertise from Swedish organisations of persons with disabilities, and this has been demonstrated throughout this reporting process.  I strongly encourage Sweden to closely consult and actively involve these organisations in your reform agenda.
The National Human Rights Institute is also a potential resource, but it needs to be strengthened, have an expanded mandate and be sufficiently resourced. 
Sweden has traditionally had an extremely high standard of social welfare to support people against social risk. Contemporary Sweden seems to be moving away from this social model of welfare. We have heard of regression in standards and failure to recognise that in many ways, the social welfare framework is not always compatible with contemporary human rights standards.
The Convention requires a transformation of existing systems and the implementation of a human rights model of disability as an integral part of this process where the rights of all persons with disabilities are realised. Legal and policy measures need to support people with disabilities as active, rather than passive, members of the community and foster inclusion in the economic, social and cultural life of the community. 
The Committee is concerned about how Sweden will achieve this transformation when it does not appear to understand the standards and principles of the Convention and its obligations in meeting these standards and principles.  There are disparate, fragmented and inconsistent legal and policy responses towards disability that maintain and foster segregation, institutionalisation; that enable regression in the rights of persons with disabilities; the denial of legal capacity, and that overall continues a care, treatment and protection approach which limits the rights of persons with disabilities rather than facilitating those rights.  This review has also highlighted the critical disadvantage of particular groups of persons with disabilities, including migrants, refugees and asylum seekers, women and girls with disabilities and children with disabilities.
We recognise that transformation is not a simple or easy task. It requires committed leadership and significant, coordinated action throughout Sweden, including in all municipalities, and legislative and cultural change to transform into a truly inclusive society for all.  We urge you to use our concluding observations as a blueprint for this transformation. 
I wish you well in this endeavour.  
Thank you.


