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Chronicles of Rural and Peasant Women
INTEGRAL REPARATION FOR RURAL WOMEN IN COLOMBIA: AN UNRESOLVED DEBT.  THE CASE OF THE ASSOCIATION OF RURAL PRODUCER WOMEN

The association of rural producer women, asomuproca (Asociación de Mujeres Productoras del Campo), was created in 1996 by 75 women from 6 municipalities in the department of Magdalena, who were able to be adjudicated with the property Parcelación Los Playones de Pivijay, through the programs established under Land reform Law 160/1994, a land subsidy of the Colombian Land Reform Institute, incora (Instituto Colombiano de Reforma Agraria), for 70% of the value of the land, and a complementary credit of 30% of such value, provided by the Agricultural Industrial Credit Fund and perfected on behalf of the Association of Rural Producer Women.

When the 75 women members of asomuproca, owners of the property Parcelación Los Playones de Pivijay, enter the land in late 1996, they notice the presence of illegal armed groups from the National Liberation Army, eln (Ejército de Liberación Nacional). Later, the zone would be controlled by the United Self-Defense Forces of Colombia under the command of Rodrigo Tovar Pupo, a.k.a. Jorge 40. The latter perpetrate an armed incursion in October 1999, forcing them to abandon their land. Following these, the women and their families had previously been victims of various forms of gender violence by both groups, and Luisa María Borrero Celedón, one of the leaders of the association, had been murdered on January 12, 1999. 

Following the forced abandonment several types of dispossession were consolidated, through which they are deprived of their right to property over their lands to various legal figures, such as i) Loss of Property for failure to pay: Women were unable to comply with the mortgage obligations affecting the property. Despite their status as displaced, Caja Agraria began a large amount mixed-mortgage enforcement proceeding to collect the land credit, which resulted in the auction of the property in several occasions, currently in process at the Civil Judge of Fundación Municipality. There, the credit being charged to asomuproca amounts to over $ 5,8 billion Colombian pesos; ii) Revocation of Deeds: In October 2005, the Colombian Institute of Rural Development, incoder (Instituto Colombiano de Desarrollo Rural), entity in charge of the land deeds, begins a process aimed at declaring the condition subsequent of the land subsidies awarded to each of the 75 women as met, based on an alleged voluntary abandonment of the land; iii) Manipulation in the composition of the organization: The property Parcelación Los Playones de Pivijay is currently illegally occupied; there are approximately 30 lots, with equal number of people controlling and using them. These people registered a new composition of the board of directors, the list of members and the bylaws of asomuproca at Santa Marta Chamber of Commerce in order to be able to legally access the property, as this organization is registered as the legal owner of this land. 

With the purpose of not only achieving effective measures for the group of rural producer women, but that, considering the emblematic nature of the case, it may become a pilot case to contribute to the creation of affirmative actions in favor of women under said scenarios, in May 2013 asomuproca commences the processes for land restitution and collective reparation and protection provided in Law 1448/11. However, the limited willingness of the authorities to meet the demands of the women and provide effective guarantees for their participation in the restitution, reparation and protection spaces has been evident during the process.

About collective reparation: This process has shown that, although there is an established route, it is nothing but a formality. The collective reparation procedure is comprised of six stages, of which the first four must be performed within six months. In the case of asomuproca, this process has been so irregular that despite over 40 meetings held between the organization and the entity since May 2014, a reparation plan for the organization has not been finalized. It was only following the compliance of the order issued by the Specialized Land Restitution Chamber of the Higher Courts of the Legal District of Bolivar –as a result of a writ for the protection of fundamental rights submitted for the protection of the right to truth, justice and reparation of asomuproca– that the organization agreed thirteen collective reparation measures with the Unit for the Integral Attention and Reparation of Victims, uariv (Unidad para la Atención y Reparación Integral a las Víctimas), which were socialized and received feedback with the institution and the members of the organization, but whose mandatory reparation plan has not been finalized. 

Regarding land restitution: asomuproca has submitted a request to the Second Civil Court of the Land Restitution Specialized Circuit of Santa Marta, which has experienced setbacks and obstacles during the administrative stage such as i) the reinforcement of gender and patriarchal stereotypes regarding women’s access to land; ii) the appearance of divisions inside asomuproca caused by the conclusions established during the proceeding and included in their statements; iii) the delegitimization of the work performed by the entities supporting the process; iv) the no-inclusion of the reception instrument of the request and the methodologies used for documenting the process with a differential gender approach which specifically documents the gender issues of displacement and dispossession, the specific damages to women, and that also inquires about adequate reparation measures. The justice operators have not collected gender elements as part of the evidence during the judicial stage, and the noncompliance of the procedural terms due to various factors such as the complexity of the case and the judicial clogging does not correspond to the need of ensuring that women have timely and preferential access to restitution. The evidence stage of the restitution process has ended and, despite having run out of time and considering that the proceeding started over 40 months ago (June 2015), there is no ruling on the matter of the material restitution of the land for the women. 

The organization is suffering from constant vulnerability: In addition to the restitution proceeding, and mainly as a result of an administrative act ordering the inclusion of dispossessed property, the threats and harassment against the organization has increased, causing great concern because, to date, no collective protection measures have been achieved for the organization. Although the organization requested collective protection measures in July 2017, the National Protection Unit, unp (Unidad Nacional de Protección), only conducted a collective risk assessment and the construction of measures only by September 2018, without giving any continuity to the process.  

Based on the experience of asomuproca in the transitional spaces provided by Law 1448/11, the routes and measures for the transformative protection, reparation and restitution presented by the institutions within a transitional justice framework are not enough to include affirmative actions that materialize the reparative and transformative nature for victims within regulatory frameworks, despite their elaborate design and the institutional and interinstitutional complexity in charge of their implementation. The real scope of the actions by the entities does not reflect a political commitment that results in the speed that the attention to the situations experienced by women victims of forced abandonment and land dispossession in the country warrants. Likewise, many years after their displacement, they continue to live in extreme poverty conditions due to the lack of timely and real attention and to the lack of protection to their rights. 

MANIFESTO OF ANCESTRAL MEDICINE WISE WOMEN CHAGRA DE LA VIDA “FOR THE DEFENSE OF WATER, TERRITORY AND LIFE”
 

(Excerpt)
Serving the call of Mother Earth, acting under the mandate, example and wisdom left by the wise men and women of the ancestral knowledge for the defense and protection of the territory; considering
 that our body is the first sacred space that must be free of any violence, threats, and risks, and based on the own right, origin law, thinking and world view; considering that as Mother Earth is the provider of life, she also is a living being, she can feel, think and manifest herself. 
We manifest, with concern, pain and sadness
:
1. The economic development model based on the exploitation of Mother Earth is a threat to the life and survival of our people and native communities. Extractive and infrastructure projects are being conducted in our territories without our prior, free and informed consent. The territory has enormous biodiversity: water, forest, gold and oil, which have called the attention of the government and multinational companies, who do not seek to “protect” but to “squeeze”. The dumping of chemical substances, mining, exploitation of oil, livestock breeding, deforestation, and sewage wastes destroy our rivers, creeks, and streams where the spirits of our ancestors reside, and which give us life, food, and transportation. The excessive colonization processes have robbed us from the territory we inherited from our ancestors. 
2. The defense of the territory and the refusal to allow the excessive progress of extractive industries has resulted in accusations and animosity by those who do not understand the defense of life, but it is they whom we want to be our friends and allies. The armed conflict continues, as whenever our leaders raise their voice in defense of life and the territory they are threatened to be silenced. 
3. Mother Earth is sick: the medicinal plants are scarce, and their healing power and essence is growing weaker. Deforestation, the expansion of the agricultural frontier, the cultivation of coca crops for illegal use, and extensive livestock farming are destroying our forests and mountains.  Illegal crops and aerial fumigations with glyphosate are polluting our territories, making people sick. The loss of native seeds and the use of pesticides have put the food sovereignty of our people at serious risk. 
4. There is a loss of solidarity and mutual aid due to the welfare projects of the State, which have transformed our thinking. The new generations are concerned with protecting the territory and learning the ancestral knowledge; therefore, we must strengthen the legacy of our ancestors and the transmission and learning of their knowledge. There is a misuse of traditional medicine by people who have dedicated themselves to market our sacred plants, far from the spirituality of our people. 
5. Global warming, torrential rains, gale winds, earthquakes, etc., are forms in which nature speaks to us. The urban expansion of the Amazonian municipalities does not respect the use and management of the territory defined by the people, the sacred sites, the water and the forest, etc., causing contamination by the excessive amounts of waste. There are many laws for the protection of the environment and the territory; most of them are not enforced or are not effective.
6. As indigenous women, we have been historical victims of different forms of discrimination and violence –physical, psychological and sexual– in the framework of the armed conflict and the defense of the territory. 
7. There is a lack of participation from women and communities in decision-making at a local, regional, national and international level.  
WE DEMAND: 
1. To reconsider the extractivist development model of the Amazonian ancestral territories, defending this region from multinational oil companies and the greed of mega-mining. Our mandate is in favor of life and the respect and protection of the territory. We ask the national and local governments and the environmental and ecclesiastical authorities to defend and enforce the rights of Mother Earth, to protect water sources and the forest above any economic interest. 
2. To recognize and ensure the fundamental rights of the native people of the Amazon: the life of all the living beings in our territories, their uses and customs, wisdom, spirituality, ancestral knowledge, origin law, own rights, respecting the ancestral use of our sacred coca plant; to ensure the compliance with the native people protection plans, and to strengthen education so that the knowledge of native people of the Amazon are included in all the cycles of education.
3. To constitute, clean and expand the ancestral territories as a mechanism for the protection of the environment, the water, the forest, the food, and for the survival of our people and all humanity. To promote, design and develop policies aimed at reducing the manufacture, distribution, marketing and use of plastic packages and bags, and of all disposable containers. To build and include public policies for the native people in the national and local development plans. 
4. To ensure real participation, consultation and prior, free and informed consent processes in all the matters that may affect the lives of our people with the participation of mothers, grandmothers, wise women, and ancestral medicine women; and to eradicate all forms of violence and discrimination against women. 
Being consistent with our role in the defense and care of Mother Earth, WE AGREE to strengthen the spirituality and to continue the unity from the sovereignty of native people to defend life and the sacred and ancestral Andean-Amazonian territory for the good of mankind, maintaining the dialogue with our elders, and to continue working in the encounter with wise men and women, traditional medics, taitas and mothers, and the boys, girls and young people of our communities. 
For life, for our existence! 

To be notified and enforced.

CHRONICLE BY RURAL WOMEN FROM GUAVIARE DEPARTMENT REGARDING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PEACE AGREEMENT

Guaviare department is located to the northern region of the Colombian Amazon. For decades it has been severely affected by the internal armed conflict due to the presence of legal and illegal armed groups. Thus, during the eighties, the presence of farc-ep guerilla group increased, and in 1997 the United Self-Defense Forces of Colombia (auc, Autodefensas Unidas de Colombia) entered the department; both groups co-existed with the presence of the public force, represented by the Army, the Police, the Antinarcotics Police, the Navy, and the Air Force. This cohabitation made the Guaviare a theater of war. According to the Sole Registry of Victims of the Unit for the Integral Attention and Reparation to Victims (uariv, Unidad para la Atención y Reparación Integral a las Víctimas), as of October 2018 there have been 34,538 victims, 45,500 declarations, and over 107,000 events in the department, including 6,291 homicides –of which 2,935 were women– and over 4,000 missing persons.
With the subscription of the Peace Agreement between the national government and farc-ep guerrilla, armed confrontations and violent actions have diminished. However, actions violating the human and community rights continue in the territory, mainly due to the presence of the so-called farc dissidents (or Post-Farc Group from the First and Seventh Blocks, made up by former combatants who did not adhere to the peace process) and with the arrival of Criminal Gangs –or bacrim– such as the Gaitanistas or the Clan del Golfo and the Puntilleros. This situation, along with the precarious attention of the Colombian State to the needs of its population, makes the department of Guaviare a particularly sensitive area for the implementation of the Peace Agreement.  
The process is currently undergoing a critical phase with the administration of President Iván Duque, who has publicly stated his opposition. Additionally, the slow and inefficient implementation, particularly regarding points 1 and 4 of the Agreement, as mentioned by the Corporation for Life, Peace and Sustainable Development Vida-Paz (Corporación para la Vida, la Paz y el Desarrollo Sostenible), who works with victims and communities affected by the armed conflict and has conducted a series of interviews to local leader women to know their opinion on the implementation of the Peace Agreement. From this process, we would like to note the following aspects: 
The Implementation of the National Integral Replacement Plan (pnis, Plan Nacional Integral de Sustitución) and the Program for Development with a Territorial Approach (pdet, Programa de Desarrollo con Enfoque Territorial) 
First, there is a problem regarding the inadequate socialization of the Peace Agreement and to the little time used to explain its contents to the peasant population, specially to the social and community leaders, lacking the real and active participation of women in the process despite the interest in including them in programs such as the pnis and pdet. Note that the lack of adequate communication and information regarding the process is compounded by women’s ignorance of their human rights, further aggravating their situation.
As mentioned by the Departmental Network of Women Social Organizations
, in the department of Guaviare: «the program started severely because it was not socialized as it should have been. It was done rapidly, with some communities that did not even know a peace agreement was being signed because the socialization was very poor, and the representatives from the government required to socialize and sign the agreement for the voluntary replacement of coca crops and the investment proposals aimed at the transformation of the territory as part of the pdet with only one or two community assemblies».
In addition to this problem, women state that such programs do not have a differential gender approach for women, and that the gender discrimination (sexism) puts women at risk, as mentioned by a member of the associations funvivir, circasia, sharick and asofuturo: «Well, I want that all these programs started by the PNIS and other entities reach women, because us women have more vision, what do men do? Men collect their salary, the money being paid to coca growers, and what do they do with it? They just buy alcohol». This story refers to the economic resources provided by the pnis program to the coca grower peasants who agreed to sign the voluntary replacement agreement. As part of this program, $ 12 million Colombian pesos were provided to them as food assistance for a year. These resources were initially given to men, and then to women; however, there was no assurance that women would be able to administer them. On the contrary, it caused them to suffer physical and psychological violence by their partners, who demanded the delivery of the resources disbursed threatening them to use violence. The money delivered to men did not consider their investment demands in the needs of their families and its use was not monitored.
Another element was the poor knowledge of a gender approach by the officers in charge of the program, a woman said: «These officers who serve the population usually do not have the knowledge required and will be there for one or two months, being replaced by other officers; so, I think there is no continuity to be able to train these officers; that is their mistake. I believe this significantly hinders the process», also mentioning «the discrimination towards the rural population by institutional agents, who despise the communities and do not fulfill their duties».
A third point is the delays in the implementation and the lack of coordination of the institutions and their programs, putting the wellbeing of the communities, their right to a dignified life, to land, and territory, at risk. A woman mentions that «the problem with land here, in the rural area, is that there is no rural cadastre; therefore, there has been not much progress, and this has hindered and delayed the entire process». To date, there is no property titling program that determines the number of beneficiary women, the number of hectares to be provided, the condition of the properties and the time during which the delivery will be carried out.
Finally, the women said that problems in the implementation reflect the general lack of interest by the government in this regions, increasing the distrust of the communities in the institutions and especially in the process, as well as lack of interest in continuing to participate in it; she mentions that, although single women do not have the support of the government, they are organizing themselves and socializing and talking about their rights, their enforcement and of the State’s obligation to comply with their competencies and duties. 
THE PALENQUE MONTE OSCURO PEASANT COMMUNITY COUNCIL AND THE DEFENSE OF THE RIGHT TO LAND TENURE
Women of the Palenque Monte Oscuro Peasant Community Council (cccpmo, Consejo Comunitario Campesino Palenque Monte Oscuro) have been fighting for land tenure in the land adjudication process. So far, in the framework of our collective work as an organization, we have achieved: 
1. The approval of the productive proposal projected by the cccpmo to the incoder Productive Projects Deputy Manager
, showing how, despite the absence of support from the State, the community has been capable of designing a project that complies with the strict criteria demanded by the state entities themselves when they are asked for support.
2. Provisional adjudication of 76 hectares of the Brasil estate, on the other side of the municipality of Candelaria, department of Valle del Cauca, during the administration of former president Álvaro Uribe Vélez, which was revoked and adjudicated to sugar cane producers.
3. In 2012 we supported the creation of the Afro-Caucan Departmental Territorial Work Table along with the Community Councils from the Department of Cauca, which has allowed us to acquire 33 properties worth more than 30 billion Colombian pesos, distributed in South Cauca, Central East Cauca, and North Cauca.
4. We are the founding organization of the Northern Association of Community Councils, aconc (Asociación de Consejos Comunitarios del Norte), comprised of 43 councils located in the ten municipalities of northern Cauca. Through this association, we have engaged in various activities aimed at supporting the ethnic territorial claims of Afro-Colombian people (right to territory, implementation of the prior consultation, right to utilities, and others).
5. We participated in the coordination of the popular suffrage for the definitive closure of the dump located in the property El Cortijo, in the municipality of Puerto Tejada, Cauca.
6. We are members of the negotiation table for ending the strike caused by the lack of drinking water service in 2018.
7. At this moment, we inform that we are the first council of Northern Cauca to receive a rural property in the inter-Andean valleys from the Special Assets Society, sae (Sociedad de Activos Especiales), through the National Land Agency, ant. We are currently performing the different actions required for our registry as a Community Council at the town hall of the municipality of Candelaria, Valle del Cauca; however, the negligence of the municipal administration has hindered the viability of our process and the project (Technique of the agroforestry project at El Madroñal estate) by rejecting said registry and preventing us from commencing the collective titling at the Directorate of Technical Matters of the National Land Agency in Bogotá, D.C.
Our life in the north of the department of Cauca also consists in our constant struggle for accessing land, for our need to denounce the different forms of violence of which we are victims, not only in community processes but in our daily life. This violence has created many invisible barriers in our municipality, literally preventing us from using some parks and streets. 
Considering the levels of violence that have taken over our daily activities, Afro-Colombian women of the cccpmo raise the alarm for the femicides committed in the last years in the municipality of Puerto Tejada and their increase throughout this year
. 
For this chronicle, we tried to track information on femicides in the municipality with different officers and contacted various municipal entities to know the in-depth statistics recorded and the actions taken by said entities to solve the cases. We were not able to obtain any information from these entities on femicides, different types of violence against women, rapes or other crimes against us. Likewise, there is no evidence of programs for the protection of the physical integrity of women in Puerto Tejada with a gender approach or denouncing that we are exposed to several risk factors both in our community work and our daily lives, on which there are no favorable actions. 
DEFENSE AND RESISTANCE TO SURVIVE:  THE WOMEN OF THE SOCIAL MOVEMENT FOR THE DEFENSE OF THE SOGAMOSO AND CHUCURÍ RIVERS
The Sogamoso river is born where the Suárez and Chicamocha rivers meet, in the municipality of PuertoWilches, Department of Santander, and flows through the municipalities of Betulia, San Juan de Giron, Los Santos, Zapatoca, San Vicente de Chucurí, Sabana de Torres, Puerto Wilches, and Barrancabermeja. This river represents the fundamental basis for the sustenance of approximately 30,000 people, whose livelihood and sustenance activities were severely affected by the construction of the Sogamoso Hydroelectric Plant. Documents show that this impact had particular effects on the lives of women
.  
This hydroelectric plant, built by isagen
, has flooded approximately 7,000 hectares of land in six municipalities of Santander: Betulia, Girón, Lebrija, Los Santos, San Vicente de Chucurí and Zapatoca; while the downstream
 has affected the municipalities of Barrancabermeja, Puerto Wilches and Sabana de Torres, covering 10,422 hectares of this Colombian department. Hidrosogamoso was built on the lower basin of the Sogamoso River, exactly 75 km before its mouth in the Magdalena River, and 72 km after the meeting point between Chicamocha and Suárez rivers
, and is 190 meters high. In consequence, those affected decided to organize themselves for the defense of the life and the territory, creating the Movimiento Nacional Ríos Vivos, with the participation of approximately 160 families throughout the relevant municipalities. 
The sustenance and performance of the right to food of this people depended to the access of the products affected by the Hydroelectric plant and were based on agriculture, fishing, animal breeding and basic food crops
. The food produced was used for the sustenance of families and rural and urban trade. Ever since the population process of the riverbank in the eighties, communities have lived from these economic activities and women actively participated throughout the food process, which provided them with financial autonomy and reduced their exposure to asymmetrical power relationships within the community. Their central ecosystem relations relied on the care and balance of the river and its life
; therefore, their living conditions and their right to food were considerably affected by the construction of the dam, as it reduced the fishing, agriculture, animal breeding, and food to survive, thus affecting their income. The deterioration of nature and access to food disturb their decent standard of living. 
Along with the loss of their financial autonomy, women had to face the dynamics of labor exploitation, change of tasks and loss of identity and customs, since they were forced to assume the uneven access of employees offered by the company, increasing the dependence and subordination of women within the community. The change of roles and the migration of workers of the company to the territory brought along a high exposure to the risk of sexual violence –such as harassment and rape– against girls and young women due to the overcrowding and leasing dynamics
. 
The damage caused by the megaproject at a physical and mental level are visible on the impact caused by the change in the social dynamics experienced by the communities, and increased malnutrition and changes to the microclimate, affecting women to a more significant extent due to the loss of their financial autonomy, a change of roles, the exposition to different forms of violence and the subsequent emotional and psychological affectations. 
Despite the efforts of the Colombian State in areas were megaprojects and extractivist activities are being performed, women are the primary victims of violence, ranging from the feminization of poverty to the forced displacement, mainly affecting Afro-descendant and indigenous communities
.
WOMEN FROM PUERTO VEGA-TETEYÉ CORRIDOR: DEFENDERS OF LIFE AND THE TERRITORY
Puerto Vega-Teteyé corridor is located in the rural area of the Amazonian municipality of Puerto Asís, in the department of Putumayo. The socioenvironmental conflicts in the territory have been increasing for over a decade due to the national government’s promotion of mining-power activities by declaring them of strategic interest for the country in the last development plans
. Oil industry activities increased in the corridor, along with the growing militarization of the territory, which affect the good living of the communities and their right to food due to the contamination of water sources, soils and the attacks against biodiversity.
One of the most acute conflicts, analyzed by the women leaders of the Southeast Putumayo Peasant Association (acsomayo, Asociación Campesina del Suroriente del Putumayo), is caused by territorial struggles and its future consequences. This conflict is favored and intensified by the regulatory and political contradictions of the Colombian state, which promote oil exploitation in the framework of an extractivist economic model in line with the role that international financial capitalism
 has given to vast macro-regions of Latin America as a provider of natural resources or as a strategic route for merchandise (De Lisio, 2013). This way, the formalization of land deeds is denied to peasant women located in these territories, preventing their access to technical assistance, credits, and integral rural development programs. In turn, the State has created expectations around the transformations negotiated in point 1 “Integral Land Reform: Towards a New Colombian Countryside,” of the Final Peace Agreement between the national government and farc-ep guerrilla group, which recognizes the importance of land redistribution as an urgent need in order to build a stable and lasting peace: “Said transformations must contribute to solving the historical causes of conflict, such as the unresolved matters of land ownership, and particularly its concentration, the exclusion of peasants and the backwardness of rural communities, mainly affecting women, girls, and boys” (Final Agreement, 2016, p. 3).
In this context, a leader
 of the women committee of acsomayo and  of the Departmental Alliance of Women who Weave Life for Putumayo (Alianza Departamental de Mujeres Tejedoras de Vida del Putumayo), mentions why women have decided to mobilize for the defense of their territory, life, water, and the environment: 
«I said: it is better to die speaking than to die in silence. I noticed that people who spoke up were being murdered and that if they remained silent, they were being murdered as well. So it is better to speak up, no matter the cost. We are going to keep moving forward, to fight for our people, for our fields. We decided this over twelve years ago; we started to mobilize against human rights violations and for the defense of the territory. In this work, we began to denounce everything that was going on, how our people were being killed. We wondered why we were being killed; we denounced fumigations with glyphosate, made without any compassion for children and entire families; sometimes, they would fumigate were no coca crops grew to make people starve to death. It was hard to decide with the peasants to stay in our territory despite the fumigations; we did not want to suffer from starvation in Bogotá. We started to notice those places where no fumigations were made so that people would help us with food; we did not want to allow them to continue displacing us. Most of the displacement was due to the fumigations and the paramilitaries; I wondered: Why are they killing us? What have we done to them? That’s when we decided to go out and learn from other countries, and we understood there was a huge interest in the mining-power resources and that we stood above very large riches; that is why they wanted to kick us out, they want to plunder the riches of our territory and to end our people. We understood that we had to empower ourselves at a national and international level. Instead of letting our guard down, we are going to stand up; we cannot sit still, weeping, we have to move on with the mobilization, grow closer and train women in their rights» (Interview in Puerto Asís, March 2017).
Regarding the lack of peasant land formalization and titling, this leader woman mentions the following: 
«We are concerned that the government has concessioned the department as a mining-power exploitation region, while we make part of the Amazon. They make a well in the vereda and take over a 500 km radius. If there are 250 wells, make the math, how much land is there for our peasants? This is where the issue of the defense of life, territory, and water begins. The mining-power activities have not been profitable for the communities; they came here to destroy nature, to destroy the water basins, to promote division within the communities. We want the formalization and titling of land ownership to the communities, as provided in point one of the Peace Agreement. We are the owners; the multinational companies come from other countries and the government imposes them without consulting us» (Interview in Puerto Asís, March 2017).
For the women of acsomayo, dialogue has been a mean to learn and strengthen their view on the territory and their struggle and resistance strategies: «Working with our indigenous partners we have learned that mother earth lives because she sustains water, flora, fauna and air, and everything left by God to breathe. To us, she is like a mother who nurtures us. What is going to happen with the water? What is going to happen with the air we breathe? With our food? The government will not be capable of feeding 5,000, 7,000 or 20,000 peasants».
This leader’s testimony coincides with the recommendations of the special rapporteur for the right to food, Olivier De Schutter, who demonstrates the strong relationship between the assurance of this right with a “more equitable access to land for poor people from rural areas”, along with resources such as water and integral rural development programs. These measures especially benefit women due to the historical asymmetry based on cultural prejudices in the access to land titling, exposed by cedaw Recommendation No. 34 of 2016. 
COMPLAINT FOR NEGLIGENCE OF THE NATIONAL LAND AGENCY TO 83 SINGLE MOTHERS VICTIMS OF THE ARMED CONFLICT IN CIRCASIA (QUINDIO)

I am a beneficiary of the MD-1QUI-103 land adjudication project in Las Caucheras estate, located in vereda Membrilla of the Municipality of Circasia, department of Cauca, which was adjudicated in 2012 as per Resolution number 012 dated September 28, 2012. This project will benefit 83 single mothers, victims of forced displacement, and their families will be relocated in the lands adjudicated; to date, after six years, it has not been possible to divide the property or to perform the productive project, as Quindío Regional Autonomous Corporation and the now extinct incoder
 failed to see the problems of using said land. Today, these entities have the responsibility of solving all of the issues caused by the poor management of the project. 
The following issues hinder the performance of the project: 
1. The extension of the property is of 80 hectares, of which only 54 are suitable for agricultural use; the remaining hectares were sold knowing that they are part of conservation lands and are not suitable for exploitation. 
2. The 54 hectares for agricultural use are not enough for each family to access the Family Agricultural Unit to which they are entitled under the law, which is of 3 to 4 hectares in the municipality of Caucasia.
3. The money of the productive project, which amounts to 545 million Colombian pesos, is frozen in the savings account of Circasia’s Banco Agrario since April 2013 because the competent authority has not resolved the issue of the extension and division of the land for the 83 beneficiary families. Therefore, the project has been stalled since its inception. 
4. The right of each family to decent housing built by the State on their lot, as established in the law, is violated by the environmental restrictions set forth by the State, as these do not allow the construction of the houses, forcing the families to a constant displacement from different areas of the department in order to exploit their property. This is not an integral solution to their displacement condition, as outlined in the law and Judgment T-025 issued by the Constitutional Court and the orders monitoring this judgment. 
5. Due to the delay in the development of the project, the beneficiaries are already in an advanced age; so far, three beneficiaries have passed, and one woman lives with a high-cost disease, not being able of enjoying a benefit granted by the State due to their condition as victims of the armed conflict in Colombia. 
6. In the absence of project funding, some women undertook small productive projects with their own resources, such as growing Hass avocado, tamarillo, and lulo, which could not be sustained and caused economic losses and phytosanitary problems for their neighbors. 
7. Another aspect of the problem –for the last 15 years– are  the properties under an in rem forfeiture proceeding, which the State has seized from drug dealers and which must be included in the lands to be given to the peasants. Different social organizations aspiring to receive lands have repeatedly presented pleads to the Special Assets Society of Colombia, asking for a list of these properties, but they are yet to receive a response. 
8. The community has gained knowledge that the judges of the republic have given these seized lands to individuals who will take care of them and, therefore, have benefited from it since they do not have to pay any taxes for these lands, while we continue waiting to be able to access them in order to engage in the production of food. 
The case of the peasants of the municipality of Circasia is not the only one in which their living conditions and survival has been affected due to the improper management and processes of the project, preventing us from having a decent life and economic stability. Just like us, the following projects are facing the same or even more problems: 
· La Tebaida, Pisamal estate.
· Pijaro, Diamante and Las Brisas estates.
· Calarcá, La Coqueta estate.
· Genoveva, Buenos Aires, La Coca and La Miranda estates. 
· Córdoba, Bellavista estate.
Relevant Document
Seed Legal and Regulatory Framework

	Type of legislation
	Legislation
	Content

	Intellectual property regulations
	Andean Decision 345/1993
	Common system for plant varieties protection.

	
	Law 243/1995
	upov Agreement 78: International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants. Protection of intellectual property over new varieties of plants.

	
	Law 1518/2012
	upov Agreement 91: Repealed by the Constitutional Court through Act C-1051/2012.

	
	Law 1032/2006. Introduces amendments to Article 306 of the Criminal Code
	Penalizes the usurpation of plant breeders’ rights.

	
	fta between Colombia and the u.s.a. Chapter  16
	Intellectual property rights: Art. 16.1. General provisions.

	Quality and health regulations
	ica Resolution 3168/2015
	Control over the production, use and commercialization of seeds in Colombia.

	Biosafety regulations
	Decree 4525/2005
	Regulates the Cartagena protocol on biosafety.


Source: Grupo Semillas (2017)
� Written by the Association of Indigenous Women Chagra de la Vida, who gathered at “mamakunapa iuiai alpa” house of thought in the municipality of Mocoa, department of Putumayo, on October 6 and 7, 2018. More information: asomichagradelavida@gmail.com.


�Native women from the Inga, Kamëntsá, Siona, Cofan, Murui, and Coreguaje people from the departments of Putumayo and Caquetá; from the paramo, were life begins, from the cultural exchange road “ruku ñambi” (Old road-Inga), “tanguá benach” (old road-Kamëntsá); from the river, sacred place for the survival of the people “Gagtëyabaín River”, Apichakhwna ́e” and from  “Ñambikuna atun taita saquido” (following the road of our elders-Inga).


� Understanding the need to raise awareness and construct mechanisms for the defense of the territory, assuming our responsibility in the care of life, and the survival of the native people. Considering that peace may not be built away from the defense and protection of the territory, the water, and the forest. If the territory and water mean life for our people, peace necessarily depends on them. Recalling the role that we, as women, have in our communities and territories, guaranteeing life and the transmission of knowledge, language, culture, medicine, handcrafts, of our education.


� This chronicle contains testimonies by Marly Piedad Forero, Corporación Red Mujer Guaviare; Marcela Manjarrez, Women’s Advisory Council of the Women Departmental Network of San José del Guaviare/Precooperative of Women of Guaviare; Nelly Murillo, Organization of Afro-women of Calamar Guaviare-niara; and Nora Ramírez, asomix and Circasia Calamar Guaviare.  Thanks to the team of Corporación Vida-Paz, and to Deisy Acevedo Galvis, Geovanny Gómez Criales and Shirley Andrea Rodríguez for drafting this chronicle.


� The names have been omitted for safety





� incoder, the Rural Development Institute of Colombia (Instituto Colombiano de Desarrollo Rural), was liquidated in December 2015. The relevant information was provided to the National Land Agency (art, Agencia Nacional de Tierras) and the Rural Development Agency (adr, Agencia de Desarrollo Rural).


� For security reasons names of victims of feminicide are omitted.


� fian Colombia Case Sheet. Social Movement for the defense of the Sogamoso and Chucurí Rivers. Ríos Vivos, Santander, 2017.


� Mixed-capital Colombian company. According to the website of the company, “isagen is a national mixed-capital utility company, created as a Joint Stock Company and commercial in nature, and linked to the Ministry of Mines and Energy”. See: � HYPERLINK "https://www.isagen.com.co/nuestra-empresa/preguntas-frecuentes/" �https://www.isagen.com.co/nuestra-empresa/preguntas-frecuentes/� [13/XII/2015]. In 2016, the Canadian company Brookfield Asset Management purchased the shareholding interest of the Colombian State, becoming a majority shareholder. “Known as a veteran company in the electric sector [...] It is recognized as an international group engaged in the administration of assets”. See: � HYPERLINK "https://www.elespectador.com/noticias/economia/quien-brookfield-el-nuevo-dueno-de-isagen-articulo-610273" �https://www.elespectador.com/noticias/economia/quien-brookfield-el-nuevo-dueno-de-isagen-articulo-610273� 


� Upstream and downstream are terms constructed in the territory, referring to the specific location of the municipality in relation to the river.


� fian Colombia. (2018) Monitoring report to the recommendations of the Convention for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women to the Colombian State regarding women’s right to food. The Right to Food and Appropriate Nutrition of Women in Colombia. Social Movements for the Defense of the Sogamoso and Chucurí rivers (Informe de seguimiento a las recomendaciones de la convención para la eliminación de la discriminación contra la mujer al estado colombiano en materia del derecho a la alimentación de las mujeres.  El Derecho a la Alimentación y Nutrición Adecuada de las Mujeres en Colombia. Movimientos sociales en defensa de los Ríos Sogamoso y Chucurí). Working document. Unpublished. 


� Ibidem (p. 8). 


� Ibidem (p. 10).


� Ibidem (p. 10).


� Ibidem (p. 14).


� The National Development Plans of the Álvaro Uribe Vélez and Juan Manuel Santos Calderón administrations, respectively: “Towards a Community State” (2002-2006) and “Community State. Development for Everyone” (2006-2010); “Prosperity for Everyone” (2010-2014) and “Everyone towards a New Country” (2014-2018). Despite the political distance and Uribe’s fierce opposition to the peace process, both represent continuity and worsening of the situation in terms of mining-power exploitation and the reprimarization of the economy.


� Inter-American Development Bank. CO-L2019: San Francisco-Mocoa detour construction project, Stage 1. at http://www.iadb.org/es/proyectos/project-information-page,1303.html?id=co-l1019; See: unasur South-American Council of Infrastructure and planning: Available at http://www.iirsa.org/Page/Detail?menuItemId=45  


� The names have been omitted for safety


�Complaint presented by women of the Association of Single Mothers Victims of Forced Displacement. 


� Former Colombian Institute of Rural Development; currently, National Land Agency.





