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Chairperson, Members of the Committee, Ladies and gentlemen,

It is an honour to be here on behalf of OHCHR’s team on human rights and disability.  This afternoon we would like to take the opportunity to share with you some main developments that have taken place since the last session concerning OHCHR’s mandate to promote and protect the rights of persons with disabilities.

Human Rights Council
2016 Social Forum

From 3rd to 5th October last year, the Social Forum took place and for the first time focused on the rights of persons with disabilities in the context of the tenth anniversary of the Convention  on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  It saw the participation of over 200 people from over 80 countries across all regions and provided a platform for a vibrant multi-stakeholder dialogue which brought together governments and international, intergovernmental and civil society organisations including DPOs, as well as national human rights institutions and independent monitoring frameworks, academia, the media and the private sector.  A report summarising the discussions, conclusions and recommendations emerging from the Forum was presented to the Council last week and is available on the HRC website.   We thank the Committee and in particular Theresia Degener as well as former Chair, Maria Soledad Cisternas, for their participation in this unprecedented event. 

Intersessional seminar on the role of the family
More recently on 23 February, a one-day intersessional seminar was held on the role of the family in supporting the protection and promotion of the rights of persons with disabilities. The seminar followed HRC resolution 32/23, led by Egypt, Qatar and Russia, and aimed at sharing good practices on the role of the family to support persons with disabilities in exercising their human rights.  Seven panellists from across all regions presented on the international human rights framework; the role of the family, including persons with disabilities as parents; and challenges ahead.  OHCHR is drafting a summary report to be submitted to the Human Rights Council before its 35th session.
Annual panel – equality and non-discrimination
During this current Council session, on 3 March, the annual panel on the rights of persons with disabilities took place gathering experts around the theme of equality and non-discrimination.  Pursuant to HRC resolution 31/6, OHCHR prepared the annual thematic study on equality and non-discrimination of persons with disabilities as enshrined in Article 5 of the Convention.     We would like to thank Mr Basharu for his substantive contributions and participation in the panel as well as in the side event on reasonable accommodation organized jointly with the missions of New Zealand, Mexico, Ecuador, Finland, Bulgaria, the International Labour Organisation and the International Disability Alliance.
Access to justice
The next thematic study will be on access to justice in accordance with HRC resolution 31/6 and will be presented at the annual panel on the rights of persons with disabilities in March 2018.  We have circulated a questionnaire to States, NHRIs, regional human rights mechanisms as well as civil society seeking information on laws, policies and practices relating to ensuring access to justice for persons with disabilities and encourage everyone to provide input by the set deadline in May.

Thematic work – SDGs

EU-OHCHR project
In addition to the thematic mandate of the Human Rights Council, we are pleased to announce that we have begun a project together with the EU aimed at promoting SDGs implementation guided by the CRPD. The project will develop a number of tools which will benefit States and all stakeholders in their efforts to implement, monitor and report on both the CRPD and SDGs, including human rights indicators for the CRPD and policy guidelines for SDGs implementation informed by the CRPD.  More information about the project will be shared with you at the Wednesday morning side event on measuring implementation of independent living organized together with the EU Fundamental Rights Agency and the European Disability Forum.  We hope you will join us there.

2020 census round
Over two years on since the adoption of the SDGs, time is of the essence for us all to operationalise the 2030 agenda.  One crucial factor is systematic data disaggregation to help achieve and measure the goals.  As we approach the 2020 census round, we call on National Statistics Offices to incorporate the Washington Group Short Set of Questions on disability to ensure an important baseline for comparison of progress as well as to elicit concrete response and action to formulate effective policies inclusive of persons with disabilities.  We call on the Committee to encourage States Parties in their dialogues and recommendations to incorporate the Washington group questions within their population and housing censuses in time for 2020.
Gender parity
Last but not least, we would like to raise once again our concern on the outcome of the last elections.  While we welcome the new composition of the Committee and commend the diversity of expertise, we continue to lament the stark gender imbalance.  We would like to reiterate the call to States parties to consider innovative measures for nominations at the national level and elections at the global level in order to restore balance within the Committee, for example proposing a majority of women at the next elections.  We would also like to encourage the Committee to actively engage with States parties in this sense and closely monitor the processes that lead to the presentation of candidacies to the Committee at country level to uphold the principles of gender and regional balance contained in the UN Charter and the Convention itself.   OHCHR also encourages the Committee to continue bringing a gender perspective in its work, to ensure that the lack of women represented in the Committee does not result in neglecting nor diluting the achieved standards regarding women and girls with disabilities.

We look forward to continuing our close cooperation with the Committee and its Secretariat team and we wish you a very fruitful 17th session.
1

