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Thank you, Madam Chair.

Autistic Minority International decided not to make a written submission on the draft of General Comment No. 7 because, with regard to the connected Day of General Discussion, the Committee on its website announced that (quote) "An analytic report of all written and oral submissions will be the outcome [...] that will feed into the drafting process of the General Comment" (unquote). This, to us, indicated that written submissions of disabled persons' organizations would not be considered by Committee members individually in the context in which they were made. The situation of organizations run by and for autistic persons is however very different from that of other DPOs and any suggestions we might make on the text of the draft would be meaningless if taken out of the context of autistic realities and preferences. 

For the same reason, we are concerned about the increasingly prescriptive nature of the Committee's calls for comments and input, particularly with regard to format and content, as this too makes it very difficult to provide you with a deep narrative account of autistic life. Asking for submissions that follow paragraph numbers and propose specific amendments to the wording of a draft may make your life easier and be achievable for professional disability advocates with advanced academic degrees, but it excludes most autistic people, almost all of whom are volunteers, often without access to even basic education, and most other grassroots activists, people with intellectual disabilities, children with disabilities, and so on. We suggest that the practices of this Committee should set a better example for the kind of consultations we want States parties to have with disabled persons and their representative organizations. 

It was very problematic also that the DGD on General Comment No. 7 was held during the Conference of States Parties to the CRPD, with no special event tickets made available to autistic and other disabled persons' organizations that cannot get accredited to COSP due to its overly restrictive requirements with regard to formalities such as having financial statements and annual reports. As autistic persons we struggle with organizing ourselves, due to our actual or perceived impairments as much as disabling barriers put up by others, which means that most autistic-led groups and organizations are very informal and entirely self-funded, often based and operated on social media, with a lack of any formal structures, hierarchies, or documentation. Frequently, autistic-led groups are transnational, with people organizing online around a shared language rather than national borders, and these groups are not registered with the authorities anywhere. 

Because of this, autistic persons are not just excluded from COSP, but also from national and international cross-disability umbrella bodies and national reporting coalitions and our issues are ignored in alternative reports submitted to this Committee. Even where national autistic-led organizations exist, they are almost always sidelined or excluded by other disability groups in favour of organizations of parents of autistic children, because non-autistic parents and autism-related charities are easier to work with and attract all the funding for autism, even though they do not hold the same views and goals as actually autistic adults, often perceiving us as "burdens" rather than calling for autism acceptance. For this reason, so called cross-disability representative organizations of persons with disabilities are never representative of autistic people. 

We call on States parties and disability umbrella bodies and coalitions to work and consult with actually autistic persons instead. If there are no formal autistic-led organizations, it is better to involve informal groups and networks or individual autistic self-advocates rather than just parents and no actually autistic adults at all, particularly when it comes to autism policy. At the same time, States parties should provide autistic self-advocates with both technical and financial support to establish more formal organizations, but leave it to the autistic persons themselves to decide what level of formality is right for them.

When autistic people submit information to this Committee outside national coalitions, it should be easier for them to obtain speaking time during country briefings. It has been a struggle every time we tried to facilitate this, as briefings are run by the coalitions that excluded us in the first place. The cross-disability paradigm this Committee adheres to hides and perpetuates the systemic exclusion of entire groups of disabled persons, and we would welcome more curiosity from Committee members about our situation and why it is different from what they are familiar with. Why, for example, has no autistic person ever been invited to speak at a DGD? Autistic people struggle to be heard at the local and national level as much as at the level of this Committee or COSP. The Committee's General Comment No. 7 needs to cover and affirm the organizational forms that are experienced and preferred by actually autistic people, not assume some non-autistic one-size-fits-all organizations that autistic people are expected to conform to if they want to be included and consulted.

Thank you.
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