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This briefing provides an update on the legality of corporal punishment in Angola, in light of the state party’s reply to the List of issues. In Angola, corporal punishment of children is still lawful in the home, in alternative care and day care settings, in schools and in penal institutions.
We hope the Committee, in its concluding observations on Angola’s fifth/seventh periodic report, will recommend that legislation is enacted as a matter of priority to explicitly prohibit all corporal punishment of children in all settings, including the home, and repeal any legal defences and authorisations to its use.


[bookmark: _Hlk500341220]1 Angola’s reply to the List of issues 
1.1 Angola’s reply to the List of Issues states that corporal punishment is considered a crime in all instances and can be prosecuted as assault.[footnoteRef:2] This is an extremely misleading statement as corporal punishment of children is still lawful in Angola in most settings including the home. Although some protection from more ‘severe’ forms of corporal punishment is afforded by the Child Law 2012 and the Domestic Violence Act 2010, article 10 of the Child Law 2012 provides for the concept of “justifiable correction”, effectively creating a legal defence to the crime of assault when it is done against children for the purpose of discipline. [2:  3 April 2018, CRC/C/AGO/Q/5-7/Add.1, Reply to list of issues, para. 33] 

1.2 We hope the Committee will remind the state party of its obligation to explicitly prohibit all corporal punishment of children in legislation and recommend that legislation is enacted as a matter of priority to explicitly prohibit all corporal punishment of children in all settings, including the home, and repeal any legal defences and authorisations to its use.
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