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The Aotearoa New Zealand delegation thank you for your guiding hand and the distinguished committee for their consideration of progress we believe we have made since we presented in 2014, In the realisation of the convention and to improve the lives of persons with disabilities living in Aotearoa New Zealand. We have made meaningful progress since our last examination in 2014, but there is more work to do, we are on a journey. 
We have a continued commitment to the convention and welcome the opportunity that this examination has provided to further the work.
It has been a very robust and engaging process and as its my first experience of this type of examination, I am heartened at the thoroughness of the distinguished committee in their interrogation and intervention.
I acknowledge that we came to make presentations, but more importantly came to listen, and to learn. I thank the committee for their questions and follow ups and as I noted in my opening remarks, we have come knowing that expectations of our progress are high, as they should be.
Further we welcome the committee’s concluding observations 
We look forward to returning to Aotearoa to continue this work alongside civil society. A special thanks to the advocacy of civil society, Ongoing robust challenge which keeps us focussed and pushes us harder.
 A word of thanks too to the delegation that I have had the honour of leading. Of note, A third of our delegation has impairment and I for one have enjoyed the robust and significant discussions we have had in preparing our responses to this committee.
And that’s because this work is important, as we work teogther creating enabling societies and that persons with disabilities are at the heart of this work.
In concluding, we leave here today knowing we have more to do and with renewed commitment to the international rules based system, upholding international law, international human rights and ensuring compliance with treaty obligations.
I leave you with a whakatauki, proverb in our indigenous language. Ka tu tahi tatou ki te kohikohi te matauranga, hei oranga tinana, hei oranga wairua kia tu tangata ai tatou. 
We gather to learn, to nourish, to flourish. Here we stand together.
No reira tenei te mihi, kia koutou katoa, tena koutou, tena koutou, tena ra tatou katoa.
Madam Chair this concludes our response.
