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Markus Schefer
I have the honor to summarize some of the most noteworthy observations of our dialogue over six hours. It is not axiomatic that the so-called “constructive dialogues” actually are dialogues and, in addition, of a constructive nature. From my perspective, our six hours of interaction was both. We did not get the canned, well-groomed and polished answers devoid of content we often receive, but were able to enter into a civil dialogue on the basis of mutual appreciation. The delegation here in Geneva and back home on the Marshall Islands acknowledged the pertinence of our questions and provided nuanced answers, shedding light on where the State party currently stands in its efforts at implementing the Convention, and where more intensive efforts were still needed. This openness allowed us as a Committee to refine our preliminary views we formed by reading the documents provided by the State party and organizations of persons with disabilities and by our exchanges with civil society. I am deeply grateful to the delegation for their honest and largely unfiltered dialogue, aimed at further improving the existing efforts exerted by the State party.
I would also extend my gratitude to the organization of persons with disabilities and their members who undertook the long journey from their beautiful island to Geneva. We as a Committee could not fulfil our obligations without the information provided by civil society organizations. In addition, I would thank the International Disability Alliance for their support to the organization of persons with disabilities from the Marshall Islands.
To conclude, our dialogue has been a thoroughly enjoyable, enlightening and constructive endeavor. I hope we as a Committee met the expectations you had and that our Concluding Observations, which we will issue later this month, will provide useful guidance for your country’s further efforts at guaranteeing to all persons with disabilities a life of equal dignity.
