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Mr. Chairperson,

Distinguished Members of the Committee,

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is with great pleasure that I welcome you to the 61st session of the Committee on the Rights of the Child. I am particularly pleased to be with you today on behalf of the Field Operations and Technical Cooperation Division (FOTCD) which supports the work of human rights field presences and leads OHCHR’s dialogue and activities related to human rights at the national, regional and sub-regional levels, also supporting implementation efforts on the ground. For our work, the interpretation and specialised recommendations provided by treaty bodies for advancing the realization of human rights on the ground is crucial. Therefore, for FOTCD it is a priority to cooperate with the treaty bodies through the work of country desk officers and colleagues from the field offices, who actively follow up on the Committees’ recommendations and support their implementation by the States parties concerned. 

Allow me first to review the most important developments that may be of interest to the Committee that have taken place since your last session in May/June of this year. 
I will start with the treaty body strengthening process. As you well know, the High Commissioner issued her report on the strengthening of the treaty body system on 22 June 2012. This report is the  result of almost three years of consultations held among different actors, including treaty body experts, States parties, national human rights institutions, civil society organizations and United Nations entities. It provides a coherent framework compiling the proposals made by the different stakeholders, identifying synergies, linkages, and areas of mutual reinforcement, and it represents a common ground for future action. For each proposal there is a concrete costing in order to help take the vital decision on the necessary resources for implementing them. 
The report of the High Commissioner was also discussed at the twenty-fourth annual meeting of the chairpersons of the human rights treaty bodies held in Addis Ababa (Ethiopia) from 25 to 29 June 2012. As anticipated to you by your Chairperson in his inter-sessional letter, in Addis Ababa, the Chairs welcomed the report of the High Commissioner and endorsed the vision it contains. They have expressed support for the valuable proposals contained in the report and recommended that each treaty body should carefully review the recommendations addressed to the treaty bodies and compare these with their current working methods in order to determine whether and what steps are required for the implementation of these recommendations. I understand that time have been allocated for such discussions during your session. In order to facilitate the discussion, the Secretariat will soon provide all Committees with an implementation chart as requested at the annual meeting of Chairpersons of the human rights treaty bodies in Addis Ababa. The purpose of this chart is to keep the meeting of Chairpersons informed and enable it to review the progress in implementing the High Commissioner’s proposals. 

While in Addis Ababa, the Chairpersons also held a videoconference with the two co-facilitators of the General Assembly process on strengthening and enhancing the effective functioning of the human rights treaty body system, as established by resolution 66/254. In this context, the Chairs highlighted the fact that although the process of the General Assembly is inter-governmental in nature, the treaty body system is by definition a multi-stakeholder system where both States parties and treaty bodies have specific competencies under the respective treaties. The Chairs particularly stressed that the treaty bodies as relevant UN bodies should participate in the deliberations as resource persons and trusted that States would make such arrangements.

During this meeting, the Chairs also discussed and endorsed the Guidelines on the independence and impartiality of treaty body members which they strongly recommended for prompt adoption by the respective treaty bodies, inter alia through inclusion, in an appropriate manner, in their rules of procedure. The Chairs have re-affirmed the importance of human rights law in ensuring the independence and impartiality of the treaty body members and underlined the powers of treaty bodies to decide on their own working methods and rules of procedure, and guarantee their independence as defined in the respective treaties. The Human Rights Committee, the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, the Committee on Migrant Workers and the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women have all had a chance so far during their sessions to review the Guidelines. CEDAW as well as CERD adopted a resolution welcoming the Guidelines as a basis for further discussion. You will discuss the Guidelines in detail this afternoon.

During the second part of their meeting, the Chairs held a fruitful dialogue with the African human rights mechanisms, namely the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights, the Committee of Experts on the Rights and Welfare of the Child, the African Peer Review Mechanism, the African Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights, the East African Court of Justice, and the ECOWAS Court of Justice, as well as stakeholders including United Nations agencies, national human rights institutions and civil society organizations. Discussion focused on complementarity between the United Nations human rights treaty bodies and the human rights mechanisms of the African system, including joint strategies for promoting implementation and follow-up of their respective recommendations, as well as improved consistency of the jurisprudence by the African Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights and other regional mechanisms with that of the UN treaty bodies. The meeting adopted joint recommendations that the Chairs encouraged each treaty body to give appropriate attention to with a view to strengthening their cooperation with the African human rights mechanisms and stakeholders. 

The intergovernmental process in New York has in the meantime gone ahead. Views are being solidified and what is clear now is that consensus will take more time to achieve. We will know in the days to come what the outcome text will contain. In a very real way, the process is putting to the test the commitment of each State to actually strengthening – not weakening – the treaty body system. 

The financial context in which the process is taking place gives impetus to the urgency of taking action now, for the trends that the High Commissioner foresaw in her report are playing out. The drastic diminishing of resources we are seeing this year will also affect the treaty system. The proposals presented by the High Commissioner require action. Some of them, but by no means all, will certainly require additional resources. In this connection, the statements adopted by a number of treaty bodies supporting the proposals, some pronouncing themselves on each of the proposals that they consider of most relevance to them, are a very useful contribution to the discussion about how to take the proposals forward. On behalf of the High Commissioner, I encourage you to also consider taking this route. You were the first Committee to review the report within days of its release in June, and now you will have had the time to review in more depth the specific implications for your Committee.

I will now move to child-related activities. As you are aware, HRC resolution 19/37 on the rights of the child requested OHCHR to prepare a report on the right of the child to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health. The report is aimed at informing the next annual day discussion on the rights of the child which will focus on children's right to health.  OHCHR is convening a meeting in October, in which one Committee member, Ms. Maria Herczog, as well as a former Committee member Mr. Dainius Puras, will be participating to review the report to the Council. Two reports on children and the administration of justice, available in your files, have been presented to the current session of the Human Rights Council, namely on the rights of children deprived of liberty and on the prevention of violence in the juvenile justice system. The later one is a joint report by OHCHR, UNODC and the SRSG on Violence against Children which will be launched at the General Assembly next October.     
This leads me to some concrete examples of how OHCHR field presences and FOTCD have worked on issues related to the rights of the child and undertaken follow-up activities on CRC recommendations. 
On 25 May, OHCHR Moscow organized a presentation of an adapted version of global juvenile justice indicators to the Russian context based on the methodology and strategies suggested in the UNICEF-UNODC Manual for the measurement of Juvenile Justice Indicators. This adaptation work was initiated by OHCHR in collaboration with judicial institutions in order to consolidate national efforts to adopt a comprehensive policy on juvenile justice. The OHCHR support was mostly oriented to set a strategy for the effective adaptation of the indicators based on the findings of the assessment expert team and working group, which worked under the auspices of the Council of Judges of the Russian Federation to adopt a consistent approach to definitions, contents and practical implications of the 15 indicators.

Other examples are our collaboration with the UN Country Team in Panama in engaging with the Committee on the Rights of the Child when Panama’s report was examined as well as our work in El Salvador, where our office and UNICEF’s Regional Office jointly engaged with several State institutions to promote the follow-up of CRC recommendations. Furthermore, OHCHR promotes the implementation of CRC recommendations through the inter-institutional committees created in Panama and Costa Rica. In this regard, the Office has compiled thematically the recommendations from all international human rights mechanisms, including the CRC.

As a follow-up to several CRC recommendations on Guatemala, in particular those regarding adequate and systematic training of professionals working with children, the Office has engaged in a series of training modules with judges who work with children and adolescents, as well as with the legal clerks of the Constitutional Court, with whom the High Commissioner had an exchange of letters during her visit to Guatemala in March 2012. The aim of these trainings is for professionals to have the knowledge on the rights of the child, as well as the practical tools to ensure effective judicial protection of children, in light of international human rights standards. The trainings have focused on two main areas: the principle of the best interest of the child and economic, social and cultural rights. As a result of these trainings, the Office has already seen important developments in the resolutions of the Constitutional Court, where international human rights standards were used to substantiate the Court’s decisions, in cases concerning international adoptions.

In Colombia, OHCHR and UNICEF have joined efforts, participating in a training session with Government officials responsible for preparing inputs to the Colombia reports to CRC and its Optional Protocols. OHCHR-Colombia monitors and promotes the implementation on the ground of the recommendations of the CRC, especially those related to the obligations established under the Optional Protocol on the involvement of children in armed conflict. OHCHR and UNICEF also lead joint activities to promote better protection of children in armed conflict, especially in the context of the implementation of Security Council Resolution 1612 (2005). Moreover, OHCHR and UNICEF are uniting efforts to advocate for an effective consideration of children’s rights in the context of the recently announced peace dialogue between the Government and the guerilla groups, due to start in October 2012 in Oslo.
One of the priority areas of the Regional Office for Europe is the promotion and protection of the rights of the child, including children with disabilities, in Europe and in European external policy. Conclusions and recommendations of the Committee are frequently referred to and disseminated in the course of the regional office’s advocacy and capacity-building activities. For instance, during an event co-organised with UNICEF in Prague in November 2011, participating countries from Central and Eastern Europe were called on to follow-up on recommendations and general comments of the Committee in relation to the de-institutionalization of children under three. The event fell within the framework of a joint Call to Action with UNICEF launched in June 2011, to end the placement of children under three in institutions.

The Regional Office for Central Asia, together with UNICEF, supported a roundtable in May 2012, where a draft shadow report on Kyrgyzstan was presented to the public and discussed with all main stakeholders, including 32 members of Parliament, representatives of Ministries and civil society. State bodies accepted criticism and recommendations in the shadow report and expressed readiness to closely cooperate with civil society to work on recommendations contained in the report. The Regional Office for Central Asia also supported translation of the shadow report into Kyrgyz and printing of copies for its wider dissemination among State authorities in the regions with the ultimate goal to ensure that those that are directly responsible for implementing the Convention on the Rights of the Child are aware of the civil society’s criticism and constructive recommendations. 

In addition, FOTCD desk officers in Geneva, in collaboration with colleagues from the field offices, have provided background information regarding the situation of human rights of children for the Committee’s consideration.  The review of countries is an excellent opportunity to meet and discuss country-specific issues with civil society organizations who travel to Geneva to engage with the Committee.

Turning to your tasks at hand, you will have ahead of you another busy session. You will consider ten States party reports in all: seven on the main Convention (the periodic reports of Albania, Andorra, Austria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Canada, Liberia and Namibia); two initial reports of Albania and Canada under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography; and one initial report of Albania under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on children involved in armed conflict. 

Furthermore, in addition to the thematic groups working on the five General Comments under development and the development of the Rules of Procedures for the implementation of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on a communications procedure, after the session a number of you will attend an international seminar on child rights and the business sector from 14 to 17 October in Sion, Switzerland, organised by the International Institute for the Rights of the Child (IDE). 

Allow me to conclude by wishing you a very successful and productive 61st session.

Thank you.
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