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Mr. Chair,
Distinguished members,
Ladies and gentlemen,
On behalf of the Secretary-General and the High Commissioner for Human Rights, I am very pleased to welcome you to the seventy-fifth session of the Committee on the Rights of the Child.  In particular, allow me to welcome the five new members: Mr. Cephas Lumina, Ms. Ann Skelton, Ms. Mikiko Otani, Mr. Luis Pedernera and Ms. Velina Todorova. I wish you a very four productive years!  
Mr. Chair, Distinguished members,
Your Committee is a very active one and with a challenging mandate. Every minute 280 children are born around the world. Of these children, 254 will be born in less developed countries and only 26 in more developed countries. According to UNICEF data, children make up nearly half of the almost 900 million people living on less than US$1.90 a day. In 2014, nearly 160 million children were stunted. Despite great progress in school enrolment in many parts of the world, the number of children aged 6 to 11 who are out of school has increased since 2011. About 124 million children and adolescents do not attend school. Up to 1 billion children have experienced physical, sexual or psychological violence. Nearly 250 million children live in countries and areas affected by armed conflict, and millions more are affected by climate-related disasters and chronic crises. 
Despite improvements in health and education, these worrying statistics demonstrate that governments have still a lot of work to do in order to ensure that no child is left behind. In particular, as discussed in the latest Annual full-day meeting on the rights of the child at the Human Rights Council, on 6 March, the importance of integrating a child rights-based approach in all aspects of the implementation, follow-up and review of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, identifying good practices and challenges in this respect is paramount.  Your Committee has a crucial role to support States parties in identifying ways to improve the daily life of children under their jurisdiction and advance the realization of children’s rights by also taking stock of the complementarity between international children’s rights standards, as defined by the Convention on the Rights of the Child, and the 2030 Agenda.

Mr. Chair,
Moving to the recent work of the Committee, there have been many activities being undertaken with regard to the draft joint General Comment on children in the context of international migration that you are developing with the Committee on Migrant Workers. A consultation organized by the Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies with relevant non-government organizations, UN agencies and a number of States was held in Geneva on 2 May where you Chair participated via video-conference. A successful multi-stakeholder consultation took place in Madrid for the Mediterranean region on 4 and 5 May, sponsored by the Spanish Committee of UNICEF and the Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Spain, where the was represented by its member Mr. Hatem Kotrane. Two regional consultations are also now confirmed.   For the Southeast Asia region experts shall meet in Bangkok on 24 and 25 May sponsored by Save the Children, Terre des Hommes, the International Detention Coalition and the Asia Pacific Refugee Rights Network.  In the Latin America region a consultation shall be held in Mexico City on 27 and 28 June in cooperation with the Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on violence against children, UNICEF and OHCHR offices in Mexico and Panama. In addition, an expert meeting shall be held in Berlin on 12 to 13 June, sponsored by Terre des Hommes. These consultations provide an opportunity for the two Committees to provide an overview of the zero draft and for stakeholders to comment on the draft in particular with respect to the national and regional perspectives relating to the various issues covered by the joint general comment. 
Allow me now to update you on activities related to the Optional Protocol on a communications procedure (OPIC). There is a clear indication that the procedure is now getting a lot of traction as more and more communications are coming to the Committee. So far 15 communications have been registered, 3 of which have been examined by the Committee and adopted:  2 concerning Spain and 1 concerning Costa Rica.  All of them were declared inadmissible. A list of all pending cases (registered but not examined) will be published on the Committee's website (without disclosing the name of the authors) to encourage third party interventions. Around 80 cases were received which were not registered, demonstrating the increasing interest in this procedure. It is a positive that after a hiatus, five States have ratified or acceded OPIC since last session, including our host country Switzerland. 

Mr. Chair,
Distinguished members,

I would like now to inform you on the work of the OHCHR-WHO High Level Working Group on the Health and Human Rights of Women, Children and Adolescents. The Working Group was established by the High Commissioner for Human Rights together with the WHO Director General in May 2016. The High Level Working Group is co-chaired by the former President of Finland, Ms Tarja Halonen, and the prominent Human Rights expert, Ms Hina Jilani.  Its members include former heads of state, sitting Ministers of Health, and health and human rights experts. Much work has been done over the years to make the clear link between health and human rights. This Committee’s work, including its elaboration of Concluding observations and a number of General Comments, including the recent one on adolescents, is a clear example of this. We have global commitments and robust guidance on a rights-based approach to health – what it is, how to implement it, and evidence that it works to improve health. But despite all of this, translation on the ground remains patchy and precarious. 
This High Level Working Group provides an unprecedented opportunity to generate high level political dialogue for the advancement of the health and human rights agenda at the country and global levels. Its call will build on norms, guidance and tools generated over the years, as well as the Sustainable Development Goals and the UN Secretary-General’s Global Strategy for Women's, Children's and Adolescents' Health. This Working Group shall launch its report on 22 May at the World Health Assembly, and on 13 June at the Human Rights Council. The Committee will have an opportunity to be briefed in greater detail and discuss the relevance of this initiative for the Committee’s work on 8 June at the meeting of Treaty Body Members Platform at the Geneva Academy held jointly with the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.

Mr. Chair,
Distinguished members,
With reference to the Global Study on Children Deprived of Liberty, the independent expert for the Global Study, Manfred Nowak, has taken up his work and led an expert meeting on the subject matter in March 2017. The Global Study has not yet received the funding necessary for its implementation. Further fundraising efforts are being undertaken. Next steps and activities for the Global Study will be planned once the funding situation is clarified.

Last March, the Human Rights Council dedicated its Annual full-day meeting on the rights of the child to the “Protection of the rights of the child in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development”. Next year’s topic will be “children in the context of humanitarian emergencies”. In addition, at the request of the Human Rights Council, OHCHR will be organizing, jointly with WHO, an expert meeting on experiences in applying a human rights based approach to prevent child mortality. The meeting will take place on 27 and 28 June in Geneva and Ms. Suzanne Aho Assouma will be participating on behalf of  the Committee.   

Mr. Chair,
Distinguished members,
Before I conclude, allow me to pay tribute to the outstanding work and endless energy of your outgoing Chair, Mr. Benyam Dawit Mezmur. 
I wish you good elections for the new Office holders of this Committee and I look forward to working with your new Chair and Bureau for the next two years. 
With this, let me wish you a successful and productive session.
Thank you.




1

image1.png
UNITED NATIONS
Y/ HUMAN RIGHTS

OFFICE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER




