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Mr Chairperson,
Distinguished members of the Committee,
Ladies and gentlemen,

It is my honour and privilege to present the delegation of the Slovak Republic to the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination today to discuss the eleventh and twelfth periodic report on the implementation of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination in the Slovak Republic. I wish to note that this is my first participation in a dialogue with a Treaty Body as the Permanent Representative of Slovakia to the United Nations Office in Geneva. 
At the outset, let me reaffirm that, indeed, we appreciate the work of the Committee, in particular the monitoring of the compliance with the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, which is essential for its effective implementation. The Committee's recommendations play an irreplaceable role in this respect.

Dear Chairperson, Distinguished Experts,

The most important public policy document that includes measures aimed at eliminating racial discrimination is the National Strategy for the Protection and Promotion of Human Rights, approved by the Government on 18 February 2015. 
The Action Plan on the Prevention of all Forms of Discrimination for 2016 – 2019, the Action Plan on the Prevention and Elimination of Racism, Xenophobia, Anti-Semitism and Other Forms of Intolerance and the Action Plan for the Rights of National Minorities and Ethnic Groups for 2016 – 2020 were adopted to fulfilment of the objectives of the Strategy.
A complementary role in relation to the Action Plan on the Prevention and Elimination of Racism, Xenophobia, Anti-Semitism and Other Forms of Intolerance is also contained in the Concept of Combating Extremism for 2015 – 2019. The Concept is a comprehensive program of the Government that defines the strategic priorities of the Slovak Republic in the area of prevention and elimination of radicalisation and extremism, and associated anti-society activities threatening the fundamental rights and freedoms of persons and fundamentals of the democratic rule of law. The increase in radicalisation of populations in countries outside the European Union that are affected by internal conflicts, the formation of armed groups with extremist ideologies in these areas and the involvement of citizens of countries of European Union to such conflicts, in fact directly affects the security situation of the countries of the European Union, including Slovakia. The Slovak Republic therefore deems it necessary to focus on the prevention of radicalisation and elimination of the factors that cause it.  

The Ministry of Justice presents every two years a report on the implementation of the objectives of the Strategy to the Government and, at the same time, continuously informs the Council of the Government of the Slovak Republic for human rights, national minorities and gender equality. While the objectives of the Strategy have gradually been achieved, an issue of human rights and legal education remains the main challenge. This issue is a part of the upcoming reform of education. 
	For projects aimed at promoting and protecting human rights, the Ministry of Justice has allocated € 760,000 per year of which € 220,000 go to the prevention of extremism and radicalism.

In September 2015, according to the requirements of civil society, the leadership of the Council of the Government of the Slovak Republic for Human Rights, National Minorities and Gender Equality has been moved from the Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs to the Ministry of Justice. The chair of this Council is the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Justice. The Ministry of Justice has also undergone competences in the field of the formation of state policy in the field of human rights. The Council meets four times a year and it has equal representation of non-governmental organizations and the Government. It is a place for open dialogue, in which the state organizations inform, report and explain their actions and the Council adopts common proposals and recommendations.
There are seven committees established within the Council. They are the Committee on the Prevention and Elimination of Racism, Xenophobia, Anti-Semitism and Other Forms of Intolerance, the Committee on National Minorities and Ethnical Groups, the Committee on the Rights of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and Intersexual Persons, the Committee on Human Rights Research and Education and Development Education, the Committee on People with Disabilities, the Committee on Gender Equality and the Committee on Children and Youth. 

Dear Chairperson, Distinguished Experts,

the Ministry of Justice in cooperation with the Ministry of Interior and non-governmental organizations have drew up an amendment to the Criminal Code. The aim of the amendment is to investigate more effectively the crimes of extremism and racially- motivated crimes. The amendment specifies the definition of a racially motivated crime. Among other things, in order to classify a crime as racially motivated, the actual belonging of an individual or persons to a race, nation, nationality, ethnic group, etc. will no longer be necessary, though belonging is sufficient. An act that arises from this particular motive is also considered a crime of extremism. The definition of the crime of incitement to hatred has been extended, as well as the definition of extremist material. The criminality of the creation, dissemination and possession of such materials is no longer required to prove the intention to incite hatred or violence. Establishing a political movement for suppression of fundamental rights and freedoms has been also classified as criminal, not only its support and promotion, as it used to be. 
The amendment has also introduced a new merit of the crime of apartheid and discrimination against a group of persons, which is an expression of the commitment of the Slovak Republic under the International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid and the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination. The object of the offense is, in particular, the prohibition of any discrimination against a particular group of people that is to breach the principle of equality as guaranteed in Article 3 par. 1 of the Charter of Fundamental Rights and Freedoms. 
The ability to deal with crimes of extremism and to decide on them has gone exclusively to the Specialized Criminal Court. In response to this change, the Ministry of Justice undertook the widening of the system of expert departments and industries, and a special expert department for the area of extremism. A new expert area for the social sciences and humanities is divided into two sectors: Political extremism and Religious extremism. 
Since 1 February 2017, the crimes of extremism have been investigated by the police experts from the National Unit for the Fight against Terrorism and Extremism, which is a part of the National Criminal Agency.
The Slovak Republic implements training programs, OSCE/ODIHR TAHCLE (Training against Hate Crimes for Law Enforcement) and PAHCT (Prosecutors and Hate Crime Training). The implementation of these programs will enhance the capabilities and skills of the staff of law enforcement agencies in detecting and investigating crimes of extremism and crimes committed with a specific motive.

In order to increase the level of protection of the rights of victims of crime, including hate crimes, the Act on Victims of Crime was adopted, which shall enter into force on 1 January 2018. Victims of hate crime are referred to as particularly vulnerable victims, provided with a greater level of protection and services. The law introduces several new concepts into Slovak legislation, including the definition of a victim, the right for protection against secondary and repeated victimization, the definition of domestic violence and others.

Dear Chairperson, Distinguished Experts,	

the approval of Action Plans for Education, Employment, Health, Housing and Financial Inclusion as well as Action Plans for Non-Discrimination and Access towards the Majority Society completed the process of revising the Strategy of the Slovak Republic for Roma Inclusion by 2020. 
The Government Plenipotentiary for the Roma communities actively submitted proposals on the implementation of the tasks of the Strategy, for example: 
· on the development of inclusive education, in particular in the network of primary schools, while enhancing the level of pre-primary education of children living in marginalized Roma communities, 
· on more effective provision of subsidies, in particular to support social and cultural needs, for the completion of a network of community centres in areas with a high concentration of marginalized Roma communities, 
· and on an increase of the financial literacy of Roma living in marginalized communities, on development of employment services, with a particular focus on members of marginalized Roma communities.

Dear Chairperson, Distinguished Experts,

projects aimed at preventing various forms of racism, xenophobia, anti-Semitism and other forms of intolerance, whether they be about education, employment, social inclusion, integration of marginalized Roma communities, for example social fieldwork, community centres, could be implemented within the framework of the operational program Human Resources for the programming period 2014 – 2020 created by the Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and Family, within the framework of several investment priorities and the specific objectives of the operational program Human Resources. 
Currently, the Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and Family implements two national projects to help people endangered by poverty, social exclusion or are social excluded, including marginalized Roma communities. The national project Social Fieldwork in Villages I is implemented in the period from October 2015 until September 2019. The Project is aimed at helping people living in poverty risk, people endangered by social exclusion or who are socially excluded. This assistance is provided in the form of direct assistance to these persons, or by increasing the availability and quality of services, the overall social infrastructure and other aid instruments through preventive measures, education, training, research and health care. The main objective is the sustainable integration of young people, especially those who are not employed, or are not included in the process of education or vocational training for the labour market, including young people at risk of social exclusion and young people from marginalized communities, including the implementation of the system of guarantees for young people. 
The second national project is the Promotion of Selected Social Services Crisis Intervention at the Community Level, which is implemented during the period from October 2015 until September 2019. The main objective of the Project is the support of the development of selected national providers of social services crisis intervention at the community level, who provide affordable, standardized professional activities, service activities, activities carried out in promoting the social inclusion of persons in unfavourable social situations, at risk of social exclusion or with limited ability to be socially integrated and independently solve their problems. The specific objective is to increase the participation of the most disadvantaged and vulnerable people in society on the labour market. The number of clients involved in regular activities within the framework of the project is 23,130.


Dear Chairperson, Distinguished Experts,

the objectives and priorities of the Slovak Republic in the field of housing are set out in the framework document Concept of State Housing Policy by 2020. The main objective of state housing policy is the gradual increase of the overall level of housing so that housing is available to the population and that every household can obtain an adequate housing. Specific priorities are support for new public rental housing and the renovation of the existing housing fund.
In accordance with the law, the Ministry of Transport and Construction provides municipalities with subsidies for social rental housing in the public sector. Grants shall be relocated for the construction of public rental housing and, in particular, the current basic standard intended for vulnerable groups of the population, including members of socially excluded Roma communities. Grants for apartments in the basic standard are provided up to 75% of the acquisition cost. In addition, subsidies are granted to the amount of 80% of the cost for the construction of the technical infrastructure (water, sewage and roads) to enhance the socio-cultural level of the Roma settlements. At the same time, there is a possibility that the remaining portion of the cost is paid in own labour of the future tenants.
In the context of measures to improve the housing conditions of Roma, new law titles for provision of subsidies in the scope of the Government Plenipotentiary for Roma communities were supplemented to improve the status of members of marginalized Roma communities. This includes measures to promote the settlement of the ownership of their current dwellings and corresponding land, or to purchase the land by the municipality for the construction of new housing, to support the priority of the policies and objectives of the Strategy of the Slovak Republic for integration of the Roma by 2020, to finance projects based on priorities of the Government in relation to the Roma communities.  

Dear Chairperson, Distinguished Experts,

the Action Plan for Health aims to reduce health disparities between the Roma and the majority population, in particular by improving access to quality health care, protecting and promoting good health and preventing diseases, promoting healthy lifestyles and improving living conditions. In the health sector, we highlight the need to ensure protection and dignity for the weakest social groups, to promote better access to health care for marginalized communities, to ensure dignified and fair conditions in approach of healthcare workers and access to healthcare provided, to strengthen the education of children and pupils to a healthy lifestyle.
The national project Healthy Communities 2A is implemented by the Ministry of Health through a contribution organization Healthy Regions. The main objective and result of the activities of Healthy Communities is to fulfil the main goal of the Strategy of the Slovak Republic for Roma Inclusion by 2020, in which the Government implements the recommendations of the Council of Europe on Effective Measures for the Integration of Roma in the Member States – in particular “support access to health care and public health system for marginalized groups, including preventive health care and health education, and reducing the health gap between the Roma and the majority population”. 
The Project Healthy Communities 2A poses the most developed mediation activity in Central Europe. It brings a long-time proven and internationally acclaimed health education program with a trained team of field workers. 
213 health care assistants, 750 first contact doctors (general practitioners, paediatricians) and 20 coordinators were working in 218 locations in 4 regions and provided services and various kinds of assistance for 66,124 clients in the year 2016.
Funding for the projects for 2017 – 2019 will be provided through the European Structural and Investment Funds (EIF) in the amount of 12,800,000 EUR.
The financial stabilization of this Project, as well as its possible further development on all urban settlements of marginalized Roma communities, is crucial to offset the differences in health status between the Roma and the majority population. This Project significantly contributes to the protection of fundamental rights, in particular the right to health and a healthy environment. 

Dear Chairperson, Distinguished Experts,

referring to the commitments to the United Nations and to the recommendations of this Committee the Slovak Republic addressed the "de facto" segregation in the education system and has responded very seriously to the solution of discrimination. The Ministry of Education, Science, Research and Sport has made fundamental legislative changes – directly in the law stipulated that a pupil whose special educational needs arise solely from their development in a socially disadvantaged environment cannot be admitted to a special class or to a special elementary school and explicitly established the inclusion of these pupils in classes with other pupils in a “common class”. Subsequently, it also adjusted the contribution to a pupil from a socially disadvantaged environment in order to fulfil its purpose, that is to say, to ensure right conditions, content, forms, methods and approaches in education and training, the application of which is necessary to develop the pupil's abilities or personality, and to achieve adequate education and appropriate integration into society. This contribution goes beyond the standard norm for a pupil. In 2017, the contribution is 260 Euros per pupil, while in 2016 it was 109 Euros.  
Further recommendation of the Committee was effective implementation of the School and Anti-Discrimination Act, therefore there was a change in the legislation in this area – the state control increased above the level of pedagogical management and the level of education and general education through the State School Inspectorate. For years, the Inspectorate has consistently highlighted cases of specific segregation practices in schools, followed by measures to improve. Inspectorate reports are publicly available with names of the specific schools, which has a gradual impact on the behaviour of other schools as well. In addition, the Inspectorate cooperates with the Slovak National Centre for Human Rights and the Counsel for Civil and Human Rights. The Inspectorate found traces of segregation practices in three controlled schools in the school year 2016/2017.   
In the framework of the planned activity, the Ministry of Education, Science, Research and Sport, in cooperation with the European Commission, that is the working group ET 2020 on Promoting Citizenship and the Common Values ​​of Freedom, Tolerance and Non-Discrimination through Education, held a working meeting – peer learning activity in September 2017 in Slovakia on the topic of “Identifying Challenges and Methods of Prevention of Discrimination and Segregation in Education”. Participants from European Union countries have jointly explored the topic, exchanged knowledge and experience, and sought solutions to residential segregation, with the emphasis on ensuring equal access to quality education, social inclusion and efforts to combat discrimination in education. The European Commission is currently working on the outputs.
The participation of the Slovak Republic in this activity included the national project School Open to All implemented within the framework of the Human Resources Operational Program which, besides the provision of inclusive education in 150 schools, also has to prepare local desegregation plans. 
The success of inclusive education depends to a large extent on support services and adequate material and technical back-up. The Ministry of Education, Science, Research and Sport has developed a Model of justification of the number of professional staff at school. It deals with the optimization and objectification of the number of professional staff – school psychologists, school special educators and social instructors at elementary and secondary schools and teacher assistants; it includes measures to achieve effective education of pupils with special educational needs without discrimination and on the basis of equal opportunities in inclusive education system. The necessary legislative changes are already incorporated in the relevant laws.  
The Model of justification of the number of professional staff at school is closely related to the announced call from the Human Resources Operational Program for demand-driven projects – “More successful at elementary school”.  The specific objective is to increase inclusiveness and equal access to quality education and to improve the results and competencies of children and pupils.
The Slovak education system continues to perceive the challenges ahead in the field of prevention of wrong placement in special primary schools, based on a misdiagnosis – mental disability and the promotion of inclusive education. The education sector has been intensively modifying the objectives and procedures for inclusive education with a focus on closer identification of the individual's needs of the socially disadvantaged environment and on the current development possibilities in close connection to educational practices. Such diagnostic procedures will serve to introduce inclusive education that is the education of vulnerable groups of children, including children from a socially disadvantaged environment in the mainstream education.	
The Ministry of Education is launching a pilot project for the least developed areas around the city of Kežmarok for creating a model of the process for diagnosis and re-diagnosis of children and pupils from a socially disadvantaged environment, followed by the provision of pedagogical, special-pedagogical and psychological support. The Slovak Republic joined the common international project of the Council of Europe and the European Commission entitled “Inclusive Schools: Making Difference for Roma Children or for short INSCHOOL. 
Teach For All (in Slovakia operating under the name Teach for Slovakia) is an internationally renowned program, created in order to solve the situation in areas of socially disadvantaged communities. Moreover, the program is able to solve this situation gradually, which the Ministry of Education, Science, Research and Sport has accepted and is financially supporting its initiation during the first three years.
The Office of the Plenipotentiary of the Government for Roma Communities prepares in cooperation with the Ministry of Education, Science, Research and Sport an informed consent methodology. Informed consent is intended to inform parents about the consequences of enrolling a child for a special school. The prepared methodology is consulted with the public defender of rights as well as with the State School Inspectorate in order to ensure that the methodology also takes into account specific application practice. 
The education of children of foreigners in regional education system is legislatively secured under the same conditions as citizens of the Slovak Republic.
In the area of education of children of foreigners, several documents were drafted and are being implemented in school practice; for educators, there is an accredited educational program specifically focused on teaching of Slovak as a foreign language – Implementation of the State Language for Children of Foreigners in the Educational Process of Elementary and Secondary School. 
Adult migrants are provided with the educational program “Slovak as a second language” – Intensive course of Slovak Language and Social Studies. 
In order to support the education requirements of pupils of national minorities, the Ministry of Education, Science, Research and Sports established a new department for the education of national minorities in 2016, which drew up and implemented the pilot project “IKATIKA – Bilingual Digital Educational Content for Kindergartens and Pre-Primary Schools”. The aim of the Project is to increase the quality of upbringing and education of children and pupils from the socially disadvantaged environment and children of national minorities. This digital content will give children the content of education and learning in their mother tongue. Interactive links to digital content are translated into languages of national minorities (Hungarian, Roma and Ruthenian language). The legislative procedure is currently underway, increasing the financial contribution for schools with national language from 108% to 113%, and with the language of national minorities from 100 to 104% (Ruthenian, Russian, Ukrainian, German and Roma national minorities).

Dear Chairperson, Distinguished Experts,

by the end of 2016, support for the culture of members belonging to national minorities was implemented through the grant program of the Government Office “Culture of the National Minorities”, which aim is to ensure the preservation, expression, protection and development of the identity and cultural values of national minorities, upbringing and education on the rights of national minorities, interethnic and intercultural dialogue and understanding between the national majority and ethnic minorities and ethnic groups.
In 2017, the Fund for the Promotion of the Culture of National Minorities was established. As a result, from 1 July 2017, the competence to award subsidies in this area was transferred from the Government Office to this new public institution independent of central government bodies, represented by experts from all national minorities. The creation of a new fund resulted not only from the Government manifesto but also from the continuous effort of the Ministry of Culture to gradually transform the grant system into public funds. The main purpose of the Fund is to preserve, express, protect and develop the identity of the cultural values of national minorities, upbringing and education on the rights of national minorities and to develop and support intercultural dialogue and understanding between Slovak citizens and citizens belonging to national minorities and ethnic groups through the provision of financial means to support their cultural and scientific activities in the form of subsidies or scholarships. The Fund is a proof of the fact that we live in an advanced society that supports and respects its minorities. The Fund will manage almost double its original budget, about 8 million Euros a year.
An effective and long-term financial instrument to promote social inclusion and cohesion is the subsidies program Culture for disadvantaged groups, which enables meeting and developing the cultural needs of people with disabilities and otherwise disadvantaged groups of the population. A total of 375,300 Euros was reallocated under this grant scheme in 2016 and 980,000 Euros are earmarked for the support of cultural disadvantaged groups under this grant scheme in the year 2017, which possess an increase of more than 161%. One of the priorities of this grant program is the promotion of cultural activities to reduce barriers in the availability of culture for disadvantaged population groups. Target groups of this program include people coming from marginalized Roma communities and socially excluded communities, migrants and foreigners.
An important and sustainable instrument for the protection of the cultural rights of persons belonging to national minorities is the system of specialized museums within the framework of the Slovak National Museum. The first All-Slovak Holocaust Museum in the city of Sereď was opened on an authentic Holocaust site in January 2016. It is located directly in the area of the former labour and concentration camp, in which approximately 16,000 Slovak Jews were imprisoned during the Second World War. The museum has its own educational centre, which provides a wide range of information, and its priority goal is the education of the public and school youth about the Holocaust, with an emphasis on the Holocaust in Slovakia. The site of the former Sered’ Labour Camp is declared a national cultural monument. 

Dear Chairperson, Distinguished Experts,

one of the main objectives of the Action Plan to protect the rights of persons belonging to national minorities and ethnic groups for the years 2016 – 2020 adopted by the Government is to improve the conditions for the use of languages of national minorities and ethnic groups in practice. 
The Government Office under the Act on the Use of Languages of National Minorities through the Office of the Plenipotentiary of the Government for National Minorities provides care for professional terminology in the languages of national minorities, in particular by preparing professional terminology dictionaries in the languages of national minorities. Professional terminology dictionaries should serve to simplify, facilitate and streamline the use of minority languages in official relations. Until now, Slovak-Hungarian Terminology Dictionary, Slovak-Roma Terminology Dictionary and Slovak-Ruthenian Terminology Dictionary have been published on the website of the Office of the Plenipotentiary. The dictionaries have been developed by experts for the creation of professional terminology in the languages of national minorities for the activities of public administration bodies.
The Office of the Plenipotentiary of the Government for Roma Communities has prepared a language map. Its purpose is to get an up-to-date idea of the active use of Roma language in Slovakia. In relation to education, the data obtained provides the opportunity, or the use of language bilingualism, the development and support of Roma-language schools (in the future) on the basis of real active communication of the Roma community in the Roma language. Realization of data collection took place in a questionnaire. 
The Office of the Government, in co-operation with the Office of the Plenipotentiary of the Government for National Minorities, submits a report on the status of the use of the languages of national minorities on the territory of Slovakia at a two-year interval under the Act on the Use of Languages of National Minorities. The language report summarizes the national legislative framework for the use of the languages of national minorities in the Slovak Republic, maps the process and results of the implementation of the international legal framework for the protection of minority languages in the Slovak Republic as well as the current developments in the institutional security of the use of languages of national minorities in the Slovak Republic including the fulfilment of the obligations and the exercise of the rights of the Act on the Use of Languages of National Minorities.
In relation to the findings of the language report, a number of measures have been implemented in the remaining period to address the individual deficiencies in the application practice of using the language of national minorities in individual municipalities and towns.
Specific weaknesses in the application practice of using the language of national minorities by state authorities were also identified, with intensive communication with relevant departments in order to remove them.
Ministry of Education, Science, Research and Sport created within the section of regional educational system a Department of Upbringing and Education of National Minorities on 15 June 2016. One of the Department's priorities is to create conditions for the right to education in the language of national minorities and to teach the language of national minorities.


Dear Chairperson, Distinguished Experts,

on 29 January 2014, the Government approved the Integration Policy of the Slovak Republic, proposed by the Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and Family. The aim of the policy is to raise awareness of the citizens of the Slovak Republic on the legal status of foreigners living long-term and legally in the territory of the Slovak Republic in accordance with the principles of the Common Basic Principles of Integration of Immigrants in the European Union. Integration policy is a systematic framework of policies aimed at ensuring the implementation of measures to streamline the process of integration of foreigners. In its individual parts, the Integration Policy of the Slovak Republic deals with issues of housing, education, employment and social protection as well as the cultural and social integration of foreigners. Effective integration of foreigners will enable companies to exploit the potential of foreigners so that they can benefit the society while preventing their potential radicalization. 
Integration policy within society has also a preventive role, as preventive tools are identified in the objectives and measures, to prevent the emergence of economically, socially and culturally divided society as well as the creation of closed and excluded migrant communities, provided that they uphold the laws of the Slovak Republic, European Union and international law. Emphasis is placed on raising awareness of the situation and lives of foreigners in Slovakia and ways of protecting against discrimination, racism and xenophobia. At the same time, emphasis is placed on the regional and local level, as self-governments and local actors assist the integration of foreigners and create social cohesion between the different communities and the majority society.

Dear Chairperson, Distinguished Experts,

the current migration and refugee crisis requires a comprehensive solution, namely changing our approach from internal to external dimension; addressing the situation in the countries of origin and transit of migrants heading to the European Union, especially in Africa, the key role remains Libya's stabilization, effective return policy and thorough protection of the external border. 
During its presidency of the Council of the European Union in 2016, the Slovak Republic presented the concept of effective solidarity, whose main idea is to provide assistance to the extent and in the way the Member State determines. In terms of this concept, the Slovak Republic deployed nearly 600 policemen in the period 2016 – 2017 under joint operations and pilot projects organized by FRONTEX as well as under bilateral agreements. We provided experts to support EASO activities.
In the summer of 2015, Austria faced an extensive inflow of people. In order to facilitate the situation in our neighbouring country, the Slovak Republic provided asylum seekers in Austria with accommodation and meals at the Multi-purpose facility in the city of Gabčíkovo. The cooperation materialized on the basis of the Memorandum of Understanding between the Ministries of the Interior of our two countries - Slovakia and Austria - about the provision of accommodation facilities to applicants for international protection. In total, 1,228 asylum seekers were accommodated in this facility, with no security incident and no secondary movements of these persons. This model of cooperation was appreciated even during his visit to the city of Gabčíkovo by the former United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon. 
The Migration Office of the Ministry of the Interior, with financial support of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, has developed a practical guide for asylum seekers and beneficiaries of international protection in the Slovak Republic. It contains practical guidance and responses to the questions most frequently asked by the applicants themselves as well as on behalf of persons who have been granted international protection. The guide also provides basic information on the Slovak Republic, asylum, health care, employment issues, education and is produced in several language versions. 
In the field of international refugee protection, the Slovak Republic continues to participate in the program of humanitarian transfers of refugees, and that in the form of their temporary placement in the territory of the Slovak Republic prior to their permanent resettlement to a safe third country. In this respect, six international treaties were signed in 2009, 2010, 2012, 2013, 2014 and 2015 between the Slovak Republic, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and the International Organization for Migration. The validity of the last agreement will expire on 31 December 2017. In this context, intensive expert discussions with contractual partners are led since September 2017 for the purpose of concluding a new agreement on humanitarian transfer that should follow up on the currently valid agreement. On the basis of these agreements, 846 refugees came to the Slovak Republic since January 1st, 2012.

Dear Chairman, dear members of the Committee,

In conclusion, let me introduce the members of the delegation, who will respond to your questions in the course of the dialogue. In view of the wide range of areas covered by the Convention, the delegation is composed of experts from several departments and institutions.

Mr. Peter Krajňák, State Secretary of the Ministry of Education, Science, Research and Sport of the Slovak Republic – alternate head of the delegation
Ms. Barbara Illková, Director General of the Directorate for International Law, Consular Affairs and Crisis Management at the Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs of the Slovak Republic
Ms. Elena Szolgayová, Director General of the Directorate for Housing and Urban Development at the Ministry of Transport and Construction of the Slovak Republic
Ms. Renáta Bierbaumer, Director of the Department of Foreign and European Affairs of the Office of the Minister of the Interior of the Slovak Republic 
Mr. Ján Gabura, Director of the Department for the Implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities at the Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and Family of the Slovak Republic 
Mr. Michal Krivošík, Director of the Department for Integration of Persons with Disabilities at the Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and Family of the Slovak Republic
Mr. Juraj Kuruc, Director of the Department for Concepts and Analysis of the Office of the Plenipotentiary of the Government of the Slovak Republic for Roma Communities
Ms. Kvetoslava Bernátová, Director of the Department of health at the Ministry of Health of the Slovak Republic,
Mr. Jan Juran, Director of the Church Department at the Ministry of Culture of the Slovak Republic
Mr. Rudolf Briška, Deputy Director of the Organizational Department at the Directorate for Control and Inspection of the Ministry of the Interior of the Slovak Republic 
Ms. Hana Šebová, Head of the Extremist Screening Centre of the National Counterterrorism Unit at the National Criminal Agency of the Police Force of the Slovak Republic 
Mr. Ján Hero, Adviser to the State Secretary of the Ministry of Education, Science, Research and Sport of the Slovak Republic
Ms. Zuzana Kuráňová, from the Department of Health at the Ministry of Health of the Slovak Republic 
Ms. Zora Turancová, from the Department of Intangible Cultural Heritage and the Culture of the Disadvantaged Groups of the Population at the Directorate of the Cultural Heritage of the Ministry of Culture of the Slovak Republic
Ms. Barbora Bojková, from the Department of Foreign and European Affairs of the Office of the Minister of Interior of the Slovak Republic 
Ms. Dominika Marková, from the Organizational and Legal Department of the Migration Office of the Ministry of Interior of the Slovak Republic
Ms. Zuzana Široká, from the Human Rights Department at the Ministry of Justice of the Slovak Republic
Ms. Dana Srpoňová, Secretary of the Directorate for International Law, Consular Affairs and Crisis Management at the Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs of the Slovak Republic
Mr. Peter Piešťanský, from the Human Rights Department at the Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs of the Slovak Republic
Mr. Igor Kucer, from the Permanent Mission of the Slovak Republic to the United Nations Office and other International Organizations in Geneva
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