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Brief Analysis of Roma Migration from Slovakia to Czech Republic

1. Brief History

Between 1945 and 1948

In present time, the majority of Romany people in the Czech Republic have Slovakian roots. During the Nazi occupation of the Czech Republic, a mere 600 out of ca. 6,000 Roma survived the persecution
. 

According to the 1947
 census on Roma in Czechoslovakia, 84,438 members of this group were recorded in Slovakia and 16,752 in the Czech regions. It is necessary to stress that not all the people claimed themselves as Roma, so it is only possible to estimate their real number.

After the expulsion of the German population mainly from the Sudeten regions, Roma people were moved to the Czech border areas
.

Communist Period

During the Communist period (1948 – 1989), the governments’ policies were aimed to assimilate Roma people. All the movements of Roma population between Slovak and Czech regions were connected to this state proposal. 

In 1958 the highest organ of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia passed a resolution according to which national committees were supposed to help nomadic people to settle
. This law enabled the police to cut off the wheels of caravans and to take away horses from migrating Roma.  About 10.000 Roma are estimated to have been affected by this law and many others were subsequently persecuted.  Romany people had to start living in regions where they were assigned as a labor force. 

In 1965, another law
 was passed concerning the procedure of dispersing the Romany population, through which Roma from eastern Slovak villages were moved to Bohemia to work. Many Romany settlements were liquidated obligating the people to move to an urban context in the Czech Republic. 

In December 1965, the Government Committee for the Issues of Roma Population approved the Principles of Organizing the Dispersion and Displacement: Central and South Bohemian Regions were designated for Roma from the West Slovak Region, the South Moravian Region was designated for Roma from the Central Slovak Region, and the North Moravian and East Bohemian Regions were designated for Roma from the West Slovak Region. The transfer was not to affect the North and West Bohemian Regions due to a large number of “their own” Roma. According to the plan, 611 colonies were to be eliminated by 1970, which meant procuring housing for about 52,000 Roma. At the same time, 2,177 Romany families, amounting to about 14,000 people, were to be transferred to the Czech regions. At the same time, 9,900 families (about 63,000 people) were to be dispersed within the individual regions and districts. In the following years, 70,000 Roma were to be set in motion. These plans were never fully applied
.
From 1989 until today 
After the Velvet Revolution, the turn to a market economy and the overall restructuring of the society caused a social and economic downfall for most of the Roma living in Czechoslovakia. In 1991 the Federal Assembly of the country accepted the Declaration of Basic Human Rights and Freedoms, which also secured the Roma's right to freely decide their own ethnic affiliation
. 

The Act on Acquiring and Losing the Citizenship of the Czech Republic
 put most of the Roma living in the Czech territory in the position of aliens.

Today, part of the Roma coming from Slovakia are gast – workers: they work in the Czech Republic and periodically go back to Slovakia where their families live and they maintain their social networks. This situation developed because in some areas of Slovakia, unemployment in Romany communities reaches 90 to 100 percent, making those communities dependent on state aid. Sociologists argue that the country's Roma were the group worst hurt by the first economic and social reforms after the fall of communism in 1989
.
Long-term visitors represent another part of Roma in the Czech Republic: they come from Slovakia to reach their relatives in Czech regions. According to the Romany customs, relatives provide accommodation for a family member. Thus, the close families in the other state are considered a form of security that can be relied upon in need
.

Another part of Roma from Slovakia arrives in the Czech Republic as asylum seekers in order to escape the discriminatory policies of the Slovak government that maintain Roma in border situations. In 2004 the Slovak government instituted social reforms drastically cutting welfare benefits to Roma. With Romany unemployment above 80% in some communities, the cuts resulted in food shortages, and spurred riots in many Slovak cities. The situation has not greatly improved since that time, and the appeal of a neighboring country with a similar 
language and similar customs is growing.
The effects of these social reforms are visible in the terrible state in which many Roma asylum seekers arrive at the asylum center before being sent to the camp
.

Moreover, according to the Report on the Reasons of the Migration of the Roma in the Slovak Republic, racial discrimination by extremist groups, state as well as local government administration, police, medical personnel, certain political representatives and ordinary citizens is one of the primary causes of emigration of Slovak Roma
.  
2. Roma migration from Slovakia to Czech Republic during the last years
Data

It is not possible to have the exact number of Roma people living in Czech Republic and in Slovakia in present times, it is only possible to make an estimation. Roma represent about 3,5% of the total Slovak population and close to 2% of the Czech population
.

Estimated numbers of Roma populations
                 
	Country
	Minimum
	Maximum



	Czech Republic
	250 000
	300 000

	Slovak Republic
	480 000
	520 000


We can assume that the majority of asylum seekers from Slovakia to the Czech Republic have Roma origins. According to this, it is possible to have a very general estimation of the number of Roma migrating in the last years. 

Number of Asylum Seekers from Slovakia







	Year
	Asylum Seekers from Slovakia in the Czech Republic 

	2000
	723

	2001
	388

	2002
	843

	2003
	1055

	2004
	137


Early Warning System

With the end of the Czechoslovakia in 1993, Czech society has been increasingly apprehensive about mass migration of Roma people from Slovakia to the Czech Republic. The Czech government planned to develop an ‘early warning system’ in order to control exclusively migration movements of Roma people: 

As is it reported in the 2003 Status Report on Migration in the Czech Republic 
:

[…] in the Government Resolution No. 1160 concerning the Report on an Analysis of the Current Immigration and Settlement of Roma Community Members from Slovakia in the Czech Republic assigns the First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of the Interior the task of creating, by 30 June 2004 at the latest, an early warning system to be used in the situation of a sudden increase in the number of immigrants from the Slovak Republic to the Czech Republic and in the framework of systems to monitor localities of Eastern Slovakia with profound immigration to the Czech Republic and to coordinate the approach of state administration bodies in preventing the migration of Roma community members from Slovakia to the Czech republic, and finally, to submit to the Government not later than 29 February 2004 the Report and the proposal for further approach.

The early warning system will include both the monitoring of source localities of Eastern Slovakia and monitoring of the Czech Republic’s localities with a prevailing Roma settlement where Slovak migrants of Roma origin settle. International and non-governmental organizations will carry out the said monitoring and cooperation with our embassy in Bratislava and the Consulate General in Kosice will also be taken into account.

3. Conclusions

In general, it is possible to say that while there is a dearth of data on the actual membership status of Roma in Europe by country, there is evidence to suggest that images in the media of ‘tidal wave’, ‘mass exodus’ or ‘deluge’ of Roma migrants are widely exaggerated. The data that is available suggests that the numbers of Roma migrants have been widely exaggerated due to their high symbolic and political visibility.

The alarm about the number of Roma moving from Slovakia to Czech Republic does not have concrete bases despite what some authorities and media want to show. For example, the data related to the asylum seekers of the last two years show a clear decrease of this channel of migration. The decrease could be also connected to the controls’ enforcement at the Czech – Slovak border. 

According to several analyses of the migration flows from Slovakia to Czech Republic, it seems that the Slovak government monitors only movements of Romany people. This practice supports the Czech government’s thesis of ‘Roma’s invasion’. Monitoring exclusively the Roma movements violates the freedom of movement among the EU state members, and it makes the concept of ‘EU citizenship’ meaningless for Roma.

It has not been possible until now to find more news about the Czech government’s project of an ‘early warning system’ to control migrations of Roma. If the system were already operating it would be a discriminatory practice against Romany people and their freedom of movement. Moreover, the use of the idea of  ‘early warning system’ can increase the apprehension of Czechs about a Romany invasion and it can contribute to enforce the racist practices and attitudes against Roma.
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