Resource Center for Human Rights (CReDO)

Account of demonstrations on

6-7 April 2009 In Moldova

use with reference to www.CReDO.md




Contents

Demonstrations on 6 April 2009;
Demonstrations on 7 April 2009 (PAMN-
National Square, in front of Presidency
and Parliament);

Deconstruction of key events;
Preliminary conclusions;
Recommendations;

Methodology;

A comprehensive report Is in progress.

use with reference to www.CReDO.md 2



Notifications of assemblies: Chisinau City Hall 7.04 [upper part], 6.04
[lower part]

f Zgardan, Gurau, Morar; National Square, |
Presidency, Parliament - 20 000,
[requested public order, medical service]
PLDM (Aghachi, Rosca): PAMN,
¢ Presedintie, Pariament=3-066; fsofictat I
Goneearenco, Popescu, Popovic sonorizare, scena, echipament] (retrasa
National Square, Presidency, Parliament - 7.04, 15.30)
0n6.04)

10:48 1124 12:00 12:36 1312 | 1348 1424 1500 1536 16112 1648 1724 18.00 18:36 1912 19:48 2024 21:00 2136 22:12 2248 2324 000  0:36

Anti-communist group: Brega, Morari,
others; Stefan cel Mare monument,
[request for public order], (expected few

htg]dreds)

Anti-communist iniative: Ungureanu,
Mischevca. In front of Arch of Triunf,
Stefan cel Mare monument, Presidency;
[request for public order], (expected few
hundreds persons)

112

1:48
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6 April 2009

Demonstrations took place:
Chisinau City Hall,
Arch of Victory (part of National Square),
n front of Presidency,
n National Square (NS),
n front of Parliament,

n front of Central Electoral Commission
(CEC).
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Events 6 april 2009, notificatons [lower part], manifestations [upper
part]

O—€320 policemen fence in front of Parliament the demonstrators
(4 Movement of demonstrators in National Square upon the

o proposal of Filat

(2 Manifestation in front of the Parliament
—

C1 Demonstrators move towards the Parliament
@5 Announcement of closure of manifestation by the opposition

%;_I(emrn of demonstrators to National Square % <>C6 Dispersion of delﬁ?(ynesrnsators from National Square|

B4 Peaceful manifestation in front of Presidency
—
B3 Movement of the demonstrators to Presidency
B6 Peaceful manifestation in National Square

E2 Aggressive behavour of a group of demonstrators towards
jvergand pasengers

B Arrival of major part of Gemonstratorsto-StefamcetHare—| E3 Call onon ths demonstra?rs to go to National Square
— monument B7 Announcement of closure of the magnifestation by the
¢ A3 Moving to Arch of triumf 0 orcarizels ‘ !
) ) o ) BS Continuation of the inanl festation in the National Square i
© A2 Moving of demonstrators to City Hall < A4 Dispersion of demonstrators < B1 Arrival of first demonstrators to Stefan cel Mare E1 Blocking ofB-Bodont=Stefan-ceHHare-strfet by a 50 persong
o Al Gothering of demonstrators in front of Stefan cel Mare E4 Deblodking of B.Bodoni-Stefan 8|'|Mare aross-road
monument
v LJ LJ LJ LJ LJ LJ LJ LJ LJ LJ LJ LJ LJ LJ LJ L) LJ LJ LJ

12:00 12:36 1312 13:48 14:24 15:00 15:36 16:12 16:48 1724 18;00 18:36 19:12 19:48 20:24 21:00 21:36 22:12 22:48 2324
1

Anti-communist iniative: U ngureand, Mischevca. D1 Movement of a group of demonstrators to Central Ellection

In front of Arch of Triumf, Stefan cel Mare — . e Mot of o— cgmmissigg_'
monument, Presidency; [request for public nui-communis gil)up: rega, Morar, others; 1 .
Order], (eXpeCted feW hundreds persons) Stefan cel Mare monumentl [request for pub"c D4 AI’I’IVaqs()ngﬁgsr{%a%gseF&WE@[E%%%%@CB@R%%%%JS%%
order], (expected few hundreds) D3 Returning of thé\déimoaisSbarefrom Central Ellection

5 O)Pmission to National Square

5 DZlPicketing of Central Ellection Commission




Findings -1: 6 April 2009

Chisinau City Hall received 2 notifications,

15t notification placed by Anti-communist initiative:
Ungureanu, Mischevca. For hours: 13.30-18.30, In
places of: Arch of Triumf, monument Stefan cel Mare,
Presidency, Parliament, declared few hundreds of
participants,

2"d notification placed by Anti-communist group: Brega,
Morari, others, at monument Stefan cel Mare, asking
public order, 17.30-18.30, few hundred persons,

No sound equipment used
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Findings-2: 6 April 2009

~12.00-15.00, 1st peaceful assembly by group of
citizens (150 pers)

~18.00-21.00, 2nd peaceful assembly by political
parties and citizens (4-5 000 pers)
~21.20-23.00, 39 peaceful assembly by group
of citizens (1 00 pers, and 1 000 pers to CEC),

~ 22.00 a group of aggressive persons of 50
nlocked cross-road B.Bodoni-Stefan cel Mare,
Police has not separated the aggressive
persons from the rest of demonstrators.
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7 April 2009

Demonstrations took place:

National Square (10.00-late in the
night/morning 8 April) by political parties and
various groups, (5-6 000 pers),

In the space between Parliament and
Presidency (10.00-late in the night/morning 8
April), allegingly sporadic, (7-10 000 pers),
Movements of people between the two places
due to the calls from the political parties and
various groups, (~2 000 pers).
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Events in National Square [upper part], Pres/Parl [jower part] (7 april
2009)

()_B? Speeches (C Lazar, Fusu, ) B14 Speech (Morar: repeated ellections, national
o_lm_llemqnstrators bring broken military o— television, Bratu, Matei, Fusu, Vieru)
car and mobe it back
B7 Speech (Chirtoaca) B13 Arrival in National Square of 2000

BS Leaders ofor ot|at|ons pers from Pres/Parl

o National Square (;fﬂ peec Fusu -0 car prov ocation,
A A7 A group of demonstrators arrive at Pres/Parl 085 Sppechs (Pelcenon, Morer) Ghetc)

A6 Armival of a group of demonstrators in

o . ¢l B4 Speeches (Morar, Fusu) ¢ B12 Returning opposition leaders
MTM Riscani transit towards Presidency o—1
B3 Speeches (S.Urechean, V.Filat, Gh.Ciobanu, | B11 Speech (C.Vieru-police flowers) Dispershn of majorty of demonstrators
A4 2000 pers move towards Par|/Pres, ¢— | T.Cimat, T.Vasilcau) . .
i NationS] Biasiion leaders call with no equipment B2 0 ppasition leaders and part of demonstrators Police use offorce tudisperse
01\11 1000 Bers in National St ) — L demonstrators
A2 UTM Botanica arrval to National Square, arfive in National Square
o maving to Pres/Parl o |
1
Aducerea echipament PAMN
907 943 10:19 1055 11:31 12:07 1243 1319 | 1355 1431 1507 1543 116:19 ,16:?5 1731 1807 1843 1919 1955 20:31 2107 2143 22219 2255 2331 0:07  0:43
& Arrival of demonstrators at Par/Pres 0 pqosmlon leaders call to National Square (Filat,
Chirtoac
o O-A3{Youth call on gemonstrat)ors to go to
Opposition leaders call for National Square National Square
(Fit, Chirtoaca) & | Intrare in Parlament

Asaltul si Intrarea in Presedintie
PLDM (Aghachi, Rosca): PAMN, Presedintie,

Parfament - 3 000, [solicitat sononizare, scena, !

echipament], (retrasa 7.04, 15.30) Zgardan, Guray, Morar: PAMN, Presedintie,
Parlament - 20 000, [solicitat ordinea publica,
asistenta medicala]
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Events at Presidency [upper part] and Parliament [lower part], 7 april

Entrance in Presidency
At%ack aE' Presidency
o—l?egruparea politiei '
Police retrieve
Oesiva politei
Stones at Presidency
o-Masina pompierilor pe Sf. Tarii ¢ Putting EU flag on-top of Presidency
cale aftercations atPresidenc - ,
~ 9-Pubfic calls at Presidency Y Vandalisation of Presidency
¢HAdvancing to Presidency —
o oleagers callto National Square
Arrival of demonstrators
9:50 10:26 11:02 j;w 12:14 12:50 13:26 14:02 14:38 15:14 15:50 16:26 17:02 17:38 18:14 1850 19:26 20:02
art of demonstrators go towards o
A National Square o— - -
. onalaqerl | Tear gas monh : I Police controls Parfiament
Advancing to parliament ofena{,a olitei . L
Partial movement towards Presidency Parfiament vandalisation
o
Police reteive towards Parliament \l
<>Sﬁ|rgerea geamurilor gi intrarea la 0—_—&#'”9 EU flag on-top of Ffarhament
01 - Q: uid . Fights at the backdoors of Parliament
ncendierea hiroulyi de permise = ¢~ 1 , .
Wp‘lérea usilor Parlamgﬁmﬁlf're on 2 cars behind Parliament
Coridoare pentrugesirea politiei
Police leave Parliament
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Findings-1 [National Square]: 7 April

~9.30-10.50 gather apr 3 500 pers in National
Square (no sound equipment),

~11.00-14.50 left 1 500 pers in National Square
after departure of 2 000 to Presidency and
Parliament,

~ 13.30 sound equipment brought, start speeches
not managed and chaotic,

~15.00-18.00 gather apr. 5 000 pers, including 1
000 that came from Presidency and Parliament,
~ 18.30-19.30 gather apr. 7 000 pers,

~ after 20.00 decrease, to 22.00 left only 1 000
pers,

~ 1.30 (8 april) police dispersion by force
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Public speeches in National Square, (7 april 2009)

N. Morari (accuse of political games;, calling on

o political leaders to talk with the young people)

<4 D. Chirtoaca (condaming vandalism)

Cirnat, (down with traitors, we make hystory, rigged

L. Bratu (we have our Parliament in Bucurest
ellections, Bucharest is with us) ¢ ( )

H
V. Matei (warning on provocatours) / L. Bratu (Matei is
KGB agent) /0. Cernei (Voronin ...) /C. Fusu / C. Vieru

9| L. Bratu (no any person at national television)

V. Pavlicenco (rigged ellections, "Let's take over
the National television")
C. Fusu (M1 national television to show the truh, M1
&lat (better future, down with @aftyniasfacing ellections)

censorship) 9l C. Fusu (donatlet yourslef provoced) N. Morari (setting up of the anticommunist
. ] [ Q| V.[Ghiletchi (brothers and sisters - God is with us) | coalition, stepping down leadership of M1 national
C. Lazdr (no step backforwlard, strike commissions all &1 N, Morar (amnouncementof seting upcf television, waming start provocatours)
over country, attention on provocatours) N\ THorani{announcement of setting up aF
¢ independent civic commission against M1 national q Clat (lberty, Bucharest is with us, people support
television) 1s)
G-, Morari, C. Fusu Unktonm from Hicesti Hcest (s )
< Ciobanu (lbringing dogn dictators?_ip,h vifctory) H nonn mrt?ringiﬁgesdéw;nzz;lm(jnisl?sjis'on Speech
T. Vasilcau (Youth continue fight for nati
¢ sicau (Youth coninue fight or nation C. Vieru (let's attack the police with flowers)

movement) C. Vieru (no to vandalism, do not let yourself

provoced)

4

Urechean (Voronin pleaca, alegeri repetate)
OfV. Matei (let's make to M1 national television)
Ch.Giobanu (call on your friends and mates to come
from Presidency and Parliament)
% S Uritu/(interrupted)
& C. Fusu (calling on solidarity)

1200 1236 1312 1348 1424 1500 1536 1612 1648 17:24  18:.00 1836 1912 1948 20224 21.00 21:36 2212 2248 2324 0.0 0:36 112 1.48 2:24
6 I

Liberal Democratic party brings equipment
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Findings-2 [Pres/Parl]: 7 april

~9.30-12.00 peaceful manifestation between
Presidency and Parliament, not assumed by
anybody

~12.00-12.30 mostly peaceful with some
Isolated violence, gradual escalation of violence
on behalf of some aggressive ellements,
~12.30-12.50 police offensive and retreive with
no use of force, aggressive ellements on behalf
of some violent demonstrators,

~> 13.00 manifestation transforms into violent
by action of a segment of demonstrators,
vandalisation of building, police use no force.

reproducerea doar cu acordul www.CReDO.md 13



Findings-3 [Pres/Parl]: 7 April

Key events to the violence escalation
(detailed mapping follows):

1. Absence of ledearship of the demonstration
and failure of communication between the
manifestators and the police,

2. Fire brigade car in front of President
building,

3. Police offensive and retrieve, including
Into President and Parliament buildings,

4. Police leave President and Parliament
buildings,
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Events at Presidency, 7 april

Asaltul Presedintiei

¢—Refragerea politiei

O—Police regrouping
Demonstrators move towards Presidency
¢ EU Flag on-top of Presidency

¢-Ofensiva politei Intrarea in|Presedintie si arborare
Stones at Presidency — hprta Romaniei

O—f?a_sﬂﬁmerilor pe Sf. Tarii o PRO TV car appear

¢ Aruncarea cu sticle si gunoi in politisti Tear gas bombs

¢ Appear Special policy SCUTT &t [Preléideratyeiv e to Presidency ¢ |
o Appear minister and vice-minister of Home

Afairs Water jet on demonstrators Presidency vandalisation
—

—i
sttt Small ggale a Gtercatlons and throwing plastic
, ottles and eggs
A dvancing towards|Presidency

Negotiations at Presidency

HApval o demonstrtor ¢—Pat of demonstrators go to National Square | ———

9—Bipposition leaders call to National $ q —Bipposition leaders call to National Square
Leaders callto go to national Squaié 17 ¢S ncy evacuation
o—
L J LJ LJ LJ LJ LJ LJ LJ LJ LJ LJ LJ LJ LJ LJ LJ LJ LJ

9:50

10:26 11:02 11:38 12:14 12:50 13:26 14:02 1438 15:14 15:50 16:26 17:02 17:38 18:14 18:50 19:26

— /¢ — I
Ruperea usilor Parlamentuug)_I Parlament vandalisation

EU flag on top of Parliament

20:02
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Fire brigade car (12.20-12.40)
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Key event analysis: Fire brigade

Prior to the event, the violence has been sporadic and
highly isolated,

Peaceful manner prevailed largely over the violent
elements,

Fire brigade care escalated the violent elements,
allowed domination over the peaceful elements of the
demonstration, violent elements and behavior started to
gain ground,

Fire brigade car and police actions have allowed built-up
of the violent elements confidence and emanation of
aggressiveness, spreading the aggressive behavior
from)a mere small segment (20-30 pers) to larger (200
pers),

Police force (more than 400) has always outnumbered
the violent elements,

The event is close to the non-return to peacefulness
point of the demonstration.
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Findings: 7 April, Presidency building

~9.30-11.40 Peaceful demonstration, advancing to
President building,

~11.30 Ministry of Interior leadership appearance, some
opposition political leaders call to go to National Square,
~12.00-12.50 first violent elements on behalf of some
demonstrators,

~12.25 fire brigades car, violence excels,

~12.30-12.50 police offensive and withdrawal, violence
on behalf of some demonstrators grows,

~12.50 violence, assault Presidency, police leave
Presidency

~14.00 opposition political leaders — calls to National
Square

~ 14.00 vandalisation Presidency
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9-fire brigade comes

Events at Parliament, 7 april

Attack at Presidency

¢ EU flag ontop of Presidency

950 1026 1102 1138 1214 12:50

13:26

1402 1438 1514 | 1550 1626 | 1702 17:38 1814 1850

1926 20:02  20:38

oﬂt of demonstrators leave for National

Square

Advancing to Parliament
q

o—

Ofensiva politei ¢

o

Police retreive to Parliament

A
Part of demonstrators go to Presidency,

o
Setting fire at 2 cars

Tear gas bombs Police control parliament

2114

2150 22:26 | 23:02

Setting fire on 2 officers at 5th floor
Parliamept———

——————
Setting fire right wing of parfiament

% I
Parliament vandalisation

Osphrgerea geamurilor gi intrarea{aafdors for police to leave

¢

I

¢—
— - Pufice tbave Parliament
Focul aprins in fata Parlamentului &1
— Fights behind Parliament
Incendierea biroului de permise

— . EU flag ontop of Parliament
Ruperea usilor Parlamentului

Incendie‘;ea maginilor in spatele
arlamentului
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Findings: 7 April, Parliament

~9.30-12.20 Peaceful demonstration in front of
Parliament,

~12.00-12.50 Part of demonstrators left for National
Square and Presidency

~12.30-12.50 Offensive and withdrawal of police with no
use of force, violent elements on behalf of a segment of
manifestators,

~12.50 sporadic violence, fire in front of Parliament
building, breaking 15t floor windows and entering
through,

~14.20 setting fire on permit office

~> 15.00 breaking into Parliament doors, vandalisation
of Parliament, fights at the back of Presidency
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Police offensive (12.40)
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Police Retrieve (12.40-13.00)
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Key event analysis: Police offensive &

retrieve

Police has gained the control over the Parliament-
Presidency place upon offensive,

Police has intentionally ceded control over Parliament-
presidency place upon retrieve,

The action instigated escalation of violence involving
around 200 violent demonstrators throwing stones,
Police retrieve created for demonstrators and violent
elements tactical advantage of space and encouraged
the violence and control, by the aggressive
demonstrators over the demonstration,

Police maneuvers left Presidency and Parliament
buildings unprotected,

Police force (more than 300) has always exceeded the
number of violent demonstrators (maximum 200-250),
The event is clearly a non-return to peacefulness

point.
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Preliminary Conclusions -1

Peaceful assembly in the National Square on
both 6 and 7 April 2009,

On 7 April 2009, between Presidency and
parliament, demonstration was peaceful up until
12.00, police acted largely adequately until this
time,

On 7 April 2009, between Presidency and
parliament, first violent elements take place
around 12.00 on behalf of a segment of
manifestators in front of presidency, police acts
peacefully, yet failing to address starting
violence and prevent further escalation,
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Preliminary Conclusions -2

On 7 April, between Presidency and Parliament,
starting 12.30 and especially with arrival of fire
brigade car, violence excels, police unjustly fails
to use limited force, stones into the Presidency,
On 7 April, between Presidency and Parliament,
starting with police offensive and retrieve
violence spreads and excels substantially,
Police actions are inadequate and wrong,

On 7 April, Police left President and Parliament
buildings letting vandalisation.
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Preliminary Conclusions -3

Police acted inadequately to ensure
assembly rights and keep the emerging
violent segments under the control,

Police has acted in a manner to
encourage the violence;

Police and security agents outhumbered
the violent segments of the demonstrators
at all stages of the manifestations;
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Recommendations

Undertaking a comprehensive fact-finding on
the assembly events 6-7 April 2009 with the
participation of civil society and the
iInternational expertise;

Assessing critically the role police and third
party actions regarding insurance peaceful
assembly;

Holding the police accountable for the events
on assembly;

Involvement of the OSCE Police Strategic
Matters Unit and EU countries interior
ministries;
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Methodology

Events deconstructed based:
on monitoring simultaneously by 7 observers,

video registration by 7 small size cameras of more
than 70 hours,

discussions with relevant actors,

round-table discussions with monitors on the facts,

and discussion with key stake-holders, including gov

reps:

http://www.publictv.md/ro/Masa Rotunda Democratia
In_pericol Drepturile Omului_in_Moldova-

16.04.2009

publication of selected video registration at
www.PublicTV.md
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