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Distinguished Members of the Committee, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,

	On behalf of the Secretary-General of the United Nations, it is my pleasure to open the one hundred and thirty-first session of the Human Rights Committee, which is taking place online, with the public meetings being webcast. I am pleased to meet with you for the first time in my capacity as the Director of the Human Rights Council and Treaty Mechanisms Division.
	Allow me first to congratulate and warmly welcome the six new members to the Committee, all of whom come with a wealth of knowledge and experience: Madame Bassim, Mr. El Haiba, Mr. Gomez Matínez, Mr. Soh, Madame Tchamdja and Mr. Yigezu. I wish all the new members every success and professional satisfaction in your new positions. 
	I also take this opportunity to congratulate the re-elected members of the Committee: Ms. Abdo Rocholl, Ms. Kran and Mr. Santos Pais. I wish you well in your continued work with the Committee.
Distinguished Members, 
You are meeting at a time of unique challenges for the human rights system. The ongoing pandemic has meant suffering and the loss of rights for many, and deep disruption for us all. In places around the world, it has been a time of disinformation and suppression, a time of forced evictions and economic hardship, a time when inequality has been exacerbated. In short, it has been a time when “protection” has been so often discussed, and yet, in the context of human rights, too little ensured. 
But crisis of course brings opportunity. The Covenant itself was born during the recovery process from the atrocities of war, genocide, colonial oppression and economic devastation. As the world looks to recovery from another profound and far reaching shock, in the words of our Secretary-General, we have “the opportunity to build back better” with human rights at the centre. You have already begun this process. 
Despite the challenges of the pandemic, you have persevered in your important work and led the way in closing the protection gap. Since the early suspension of the March session and the online setting of the July and October/November sessions, this Committee adopted 153 individual communications, three follow-up reports to concluding observations related to 12 States parties, and three follow-up reports to views related to 22 individual cases, 17 list of issues and 14 list of issues prior to reporting and a ground breaking general comment on the right of peaceful assembly. 
I would like to commend your decision, along with that of six other treaty bodies, to resume constructive dialogues with States parties remotely, on an exceptional basis, while in person meetings are not possible due to the pandemic. I am pleased to see that you have ensured interaction with stakeholders, including civil society, in your on-line modalities. I wish you a fruitful and constructive dialogue with the delegations of Finland and Kenya over the next two weeks. 	
It is also gratifying to see the unwavering commitment of your Committee to ensure the uninterrupted consideration of individual communications. My colleagues shared with you the latest statistical data on individual communications submitted to your Committee, which attest the extent of the challenge. I am pleased to confirm that this session you will have before you for consideration and adoption 28 communications, as well as one report on follow-up to Views.
 You received last week an update from the Deputy High Commissioner concerning a number of issues including the deliberations of the General Assembly in December related to the regular budget. Regrettably, the General Assembly did not approve the requested staff resources to support the increased workload of treaty bodies, mainly related to individual communications. I wish to reassure you that OHCHR continues to do its utmost to ensure adequate support for your work and actively look for solutions. 
The Secretary-General reasserted this commitment only last week in his opening statement to the Human Rights Council. Updating the Council on his Call to Action on Human Rights, he stated that the “financial crisis has impacted our ability to fully implement our mandates and affected our support to the treaty body mechanisms.” He appealed “to all Member States to ensure that the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, the treaty body mechanisms and other critical human rights activities have the necessary resources to carry on this mandate and to fulfil our shared promise to protect and advance human rights.”
Distinguished members, 
Finally, allow me to express the appreciation of the Secretariat for the work of the outgoing Bureau of the Committee, led, over the past two years, by the Chair Mr. Fathalla and supported by the Vice-Chairs, Ms. Abdo Rocholl, Ms. Pazartzis, Mr. Shany and the rapporteur Mr. Heyns, three of whom have left the Committee already. The efficient work of this Committee over the past two years was also a product of a strong bureau.

Distinguished Members,
You have a busy agenda ahead of you, made all the more challenging by the fact that you are working in different time zones, spanning 14 hours. I extend my best wishes to all of you for a successful and productive online session and reassure you of the full support of my colleagues in this regard.
Thank you.
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