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73rd Session of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
Consideration of the 3rd Periodic Report on the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
Opening Statement by the Representative of the Government of the Macao
Special Administrative Region
(15 February 2023)

Distinguished Chairperson and Members of the Committee,

On behalf of the Macao SAR Government of the People’s Republic of China, as
a member of the Chinese Government delegation, I am honoured to join my
colleagues from Mainland China and the Hong Kong SAR in the Committee’s
consideration of the 3rd Periodic Report on China’s implementation of the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.

Since the consideration in 2014, the Macao SAR Government has carefully
examined the Committee’s recommendations and has actively followed up, and with
the substantial support of the Central Government and the joint efforts of all sectors of
society, considerable results have been achieved. Let me briefly introduce the main
progress made by the Macao SAR in its implementation of the Covenant in terms of
legal system development and policy measures since 2014:

In order to promote the protection of human rights, especially the rights and
interests of vulnerable groups, the Macao SAR has taken multiple important
measures in the development of the legal system, including in the area of women’s
rights and interests, for instance, the enactment of the Law on Preventing and
Combating Domestic Violence in 2016 and the amendment to the Criminal Code in
2017 to make sexual harassment an independent crime so as to strengthen the
protection of women. In terms of the rights and interests of the elderly, the Legal
System for the Protection of the Rights and Interests of the Elderly was adopted in
2018, setting out the general framework for the rights and interests of the elderly.
With regard to the rights and interests of persons with disabilities, the Tax
Incentives for Employment of Persons with Disabilities and the Work Income Subsidy
Scheme for Employees with Disabilities were introduced in 2018 and 2020
respectively to facilitate the employment of persons with disabilities. In addition, the
legislation on public housing expressly specifies that families of persons with
disabilities are given priority in allocation. In terms of the protection of employees’
rights and interests, the law on Minimum Wage for Employees was adopted in 2020
and the Labour Relations Law was amended to increase the number of days of
maternity leave and to introduce paternity leave for men. The trade union bill was

submitted to the Legislative Assembly in 2022. Concerning education, the Special

1



Education System was formulated in 2020 to promote the development of inclusive
education. As regards the promotion of environmental protection, a series of laws
and regulations have also been adopted, such as the Construction Waste Management
System and the Restriction on the Supply of Plastic Bags, etc.

The Macao SAR Government has also actively formulated various action plans
to implement various policy objectives in an orderly manner, such as the Macao
Youth Policy, the Ten-Year Plan for Rehabilitation Services, the Ten-Year Action
Plan for Elderly Services, the Ten-Year Plan for Disaster Prevention and Mitigation
of the Macao SAR and the Environmental Protection Planning of Macao, etc.

In response to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic since 2019, the Macao
SAR Government has introduced a series of special measures to ease the economic
pressure on residents, including tax reduction, economic assistance, consumption

subsidies, living allowances, employment training, etc.

Distinguished Chairperson and Members,

Through the above measures, the quality of life of Macao SAR residents has
significantly improved and the level of human rights protection has also been
continuously enhanced. We look forward to an in-depth exchange of views with the
Committee in the upcoming sessions to help members understand the Macao SAR’s
implementation of the provisions of the Covenant better.

Thank you!



	6. ICESCR_澳門特區開場發言稿(中文)
	7. macao

