[bookmark: _GoBack]Vietnam CEDAW
92th Session of the CEDAW 

NGO Report Submission By:


Korea Center for United Nations Human Rights Policy (KOCUN)



KOCUN is a non-government organization to contribute to the promotion of the UN's human rights policy and the expansion of its awareness.
One of the main projects is to advocate the human rights of social minorities, specifically the prospective marriage migrants and returned marriage migrants along with their children in Vietnam.

 KOCUN has also obtained special consultative status from the United Nations Economic and Social Council.










Address: 1058, 10F 100, Cheonggyecheon-ro, Jung-gu, Seoul, Republic of Korea
www.kocun.org
Contact: kcoun@kocun.org
[image: Text

Description automatically generated]
Keywords: 
Women’s rights, in particular regarding the rights of marriage migrants, rights of children, returned migrants
Summary: The Vietnamese government should make pre-migration training for prospective marriage migrants leaving Vietnam at the government level to protect their human rights.  In addition, the Government of Vietnam should recognize the existence of women and children who have returned to Vietnam as a result of failed marriage migration, identify the scale of the problem, and put in place all necessary policies for their stable reintegration into Vietnamese society.

Measures to protect Human Rights of Prospective Marriage Migrants (Articles 2, 3, 9 or 16)

1. Many Vietnamese women migrate abroad for marriage, driven by the hope for a better life or the necessity to escape poverty. These marriages are often facilitated by private brokers or social networks. According to the International Marriage Status Survey Report by the Consular Affairs Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Vietnam, South Korea and Taiwan remain the most prominent destinations[footnoteRef:1].   [1: Thu thanh, “Vietnam recorded 18,200 international marriages this year, with women accounting for 90%.,” INSIDE VINA, 31 October 2024, < https://www.insidevina.com/news/articleView.html?idxno=29132> (accessed 18 April 2025). ] 

The statistics highlight the scale of this migration:
· In the first ten months of 2023 alone, over 18,200 Vietnamese residents married foreign partners, with women accounting for approximately 90% of these cases.
· Between 2017 and 2022, the total number of international marriages exceeded 84,600.
· Among foreign nationals marrying Vietnamese citizens during this period, Taiwan ranked highest with 17,300 marriages, followed by South Korea (13,900), the United States (13,000), and China (5,300).

2. Marriages through marriage brokers are characterized as buy-and-sell marriages, which are arranged through very short meetings of two to three days, with little information and trust in the husband. This makes it difficult for couples to establish a stable marriage later on.[footnoteRef:2] There is a critical need for mandatory, government-level pre-migration training to ensure women are aware of their rights and the potential risks before leaving Vietnam. [2:  VN Express International. (2022). Mail-order wedding brokers little more than traffickers. Retrieved from, https://e.vnexpress.net/news/perspectives/mail-order-wedding-brokers-little-more-than-traffickers-3954944.html] 


Measures to protect Human Rights of Returned Marriage Migrants and their children (Articles 2, 3, 9 or 16)

3. Alongside the increase in international marriages, the number of family breakdowns has also continued to increase. In South Korea alone, approximately 27,400 divorces occurred between Korean men and Vietnamese women between 2000 and 2024. This indicates that roughly one in five marriages (22.2%) ends in dissolution. It is estimated that a significant number of these women have returned to Vietnam with their children[footnoteRef:3].  [3:  VN Express International. (2022). Vietnamese brides find out it's not milk and honey in foreign lands. Retrieved from, https://e.vnexpress.net/news/trend/vietnamese-brides-find-out-its-not-milk-and-honey-in-foreign-lands-4452586.html] 


	Marriages and Divorces between Korean Men and Vietnamese Women, 2000~2024

	Total number of Marriages 
	Approx. 123,000

	Total number of Divorces 
	Approx.  27,400

	Marriage to Divorce ratio
	22%


Source: Korean Statistical Information Service (http://www.kosis.kr)

4. KOCUN operates two offices in Vietnam: one in Cantho, located in the southern part of the country since 2016, and another in Haiphong, in the north, since 2019. These centers advocate for the human rights of returned marriage migrant women and their children. KOCUN has identified around 1,450 Vietnamese returned marriage migrant women and around 570 children who were accompanied by their mother. Despite the scale of this population, neither the South Korean nor the Vietnamese government maintains official records, leaving these individuals without adequate policy support.

5. Returned women face severe financial burdens, social stigma, and legal hurdles in finalizing their divorces. Since 2021, KOCUN has assisted around 300 women with divorce proceedings. Field experience shows that these women are often unable to navigate the complex Korean legal system independently. For example, Vietnamese authorities require both an administrative and a legal document from Korea to prove a divorce. Due to language barriers and a lack of access to the Korean administrative system, obtaining these documents is nearly impossible for them. The high cost of notarization and administrative fees often pushes these vulnerable women toward economic instability or illegal alternatives to resolve their status. 

6. Children born abroad who return to Vietnam often face precarious legal status. High visa extension fees (95–155 USD) create significant strain, as many returning mothers earn only 77–193 USD per month[footnoteRef:4]. These children frequently become marginalized, facing unstable residency and a lack of access to healthcare and education.  [4:  Seoyoung Kim, "Marriage Migrants Returned to Vietnam... Child-rearing and Carefall on 'Vietnamese Family's Shoulders', KyungHyang, 7 May 2024, https://www.khan.co.kr/article/202405071442001, (Accessed on 21 April 2024)] 


7. Returning women and their children often end up as marginalized groups in Vietnamese society, facing economic poverty, unstable residency status for their children, and lack of access to healthcare[footnoteRef:5]. It is clear that the problems created by these international marriages cannot be solved by the sending country, Vietnam, alone. Only through the close cooperation of both sending and receiving countries can the full human rights of migrant women and their children be realized[footnoteRef:6].   [5:  Vietnam Plus.(2019). Workshop seeks to support women, children in Vietnamese-Korean marriage breakups. Retrieved from, https://en.vietnamplus.vn/workshop-seeks-to-support-women-children-in-vietnamesekorean-marriage-breakups/165400.vnp]  [6:  Asia Review 2022, vol.12, no.1, vol.24. pp. 421-452 (32 pages). The Marriage Migration Regime of Vietnamese Women in South Korea: Evolving Roles of Governments, Matchmakers, and Migrants. Retrieved from, https://www.kci.go.kr/kciportal/ci/sereArticleSearch/ciSereArtiView.kci?sereArticleSearchBean.artiId=ART002835424] 


7. Vietnam recently showed its effort by launching One-Stop Service Office (OSSO)[footnoteRef:7] in 2021 in several regions to facilitate sustainable reintegration of returning migrant women as a part of the project “Strengthening Vietnamese capacity for sustainable reintegration of returning women migrants and their households in Vietnam” implemented by the International Organisation for Migration (IOM) in cooperation with the Women’s Union of Vietnam. However, the scale of the project is not enough to cover all the regions and its performance should be well monitored. [7:  Vietnam Plus.(2021).One-stop service office for returning migrant women opens in Hai Phong. Retrieved from,  https://en.vietnamplus.vn/onestop-service-office-for-returning-migrant-women-opens-in-hai-phong/200071.vnp] 


Recommendations

The Government of Vietnam should:

1) Establish and mandate government-level training for prospective marriage migrants to proactively prevent human trafficking and safeguard their human rights. Specifically, the government should promote and institutionalize the participation of these migrants in existing pre-departure orientation programs—such as those organized by the Republic of Korea—to ensure their stable settlement and the long-term protection of their fundamental rights.

2) Institutionalize a systematic monitoring mechanism to track the demographic data and socio-economic conditions of these returnees to ensure their stable reintegration into Vietnamese society

3) Consult with the governments of receiving countries to simplify marriage dissolution procedures and alleviate financial burdens—such as notarization and administrative fees—for returned women, ensuring they can legally resolve their status and successfully reintegrate into society.

4) Establish a tailored residence visa policy for returned children to recognize that these children are not merely foreign visitors, recognizing them as integral members of Vietnamese families rather than temporary foreign visitors

5) Enhance information exchange and judicial coordination with receiving countries throughout the entire migration cycle to proactively safeguard the rights of women and children
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