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Chair, distinguished members of the Committee.

On behalf of the delegation from the Kingdom of Denmark, I warmly welcome this opportunity to engage in a dialogue with you. We look forward to a fruitful exchange of views, today and tomorrow.

Initially, I would like to stress that Denmark applaud the continuous efforts of the Committee in the fight against torture. We perceive the task of the Committee to be crucial – both in a global context but certainly also in a Danish national context.

As you are well aware, the fight against torture has been a constant priority of Denmark for the past many years. We insist on keeping the topic high on the international agenda and we invest substantial resources to ensure that it is fought globally. 

Let me briefly give you some examples of these efforts.

As we are speaking the omnibus Resolution against Torture and Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment is being negotiated in the General Assembly and like previous years Denmark is the main sponsor of the resolution.

And – being friends of Convention against Torture Initiative – you are probably well aware of this internationally founded initiative to secure universal ratification of the Convention against Torture that Denmark initiated last year together with Chile, Ghana, Indonesia and Morocco.

These efforts combined with a general focus on torture prevention in our development cooperation, where we are the third largest contributor to the Voluntary Fund for Torture Victims and the main donor of the anti-torture NGO’s – Dignity and the International Rehabilitation Council for Torture Victims – emphasises the high priority of torture prevention in Denmark      

[The Danish delegation]

Before going further in depth with more specific subjects, I would like to briefly introduce the Danish delegation. Recognizing that the protection against torture is an interdisciplinary effort, we have composed a broad delegation: 

Representatives from the Ministry of Health, Ministry of Defence, Ministry of Justice and from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Furthermore, to ensure that we will be able to answer questions of a more practical nature, we have included representatives from Copenhagen Prisons, the Immigration Service and from the Independent Police Complaint Authority. 

We also intended to include a representative from the Government of Greenland in our delegation, but due to the busy schedule of the Greenlandic Parliament the Government had to withdraw their participation. They are, however, following the dialogue closely on the webcast. And we will do our best not to let the lack of physical presence affect any dialogue about the affairs of Greenland the Committee wish to engage in.

[Specific subjects]

In the recent list of issues from the Committee concerning Denmark a number of questions were raised about the implementation of the Convention. In September 2014 Denmark submitted a report answering these questions. 

More than a year has now passed and I would therefore like to update the Commission on a few of the issues. 

First, I will address the use of solitary confinement during pre-trial detention and the use of solitary confinement based on administrative decisions. 

Second, I will address the overall subject of police responsibility. In this regard I will touch upon the Independent Police Complaint Authority and a new initiative by the National Police to introduce identity numbers on all police uniforms.

Final, we have an update to the section of the Danish report about the implementation of article 3 of the Convention. 

[Solitary confinement]

Now I would like to move to the implementation of article 11 of the Convention and the subject of solitary confinement.

We have previously provided you with information on the very strict conditions set out by Danish Administration of Justice Act on the use of solitary confinement during pre-trial detention.

And I am happy to inform you that the use of solitary confinement during pre-trial detention has decreased by 93.5 percent since 2001. The number of solitary confinements in 2014 was 36 – the lowest since 2001 and 36 percent lower than in 2013.

Furthermore, since 2011 no person under the age of 18 has been placed in solitary confinement during pre-trial detention.

This development is the result of a focussed work of the public prosecutors and a development that we will do our best to uphold.

In addition to the rules on solitary confinement during pre-trial detention, prisoners may also be placed in solitary confinement based on administrative decisions.

The Danish Prison and Probation Service can decide to place prisoners in solitary confinement, either for punitive or preventive reasons.

Placement in a disciplinary cell for punitive reasons cannot exceed 4 weeks and only exceed two weeks in exceptional cases.

For a number of years the use of disciplinary cells increased, but since 2011 the numbers have decreased slightly. And the authorities are still working on reducing the use of disciplinary cells.

[Police responsibility]

With regard to police responsibility and the implementation of article 12 and 13 of the Convention, we made reference in our report to the Independent Police Complaints Authority which was establish in 2012.

The Independent Authority handles complaints concerning the conduct of police personnel and investigates criminal offences committed by police personnel while on duty as well as cases concerning the death or injury of persons in police custody. 

The Independent Authority have experienced an increase in the number of complaints filed against police officers from 1085 complaints in 2013 to 1158 in 2014 and it seems that the population is becoming increasingly aware of its presence.

As mentioned in our report, it is regrettably not possible in the current complaints system to tell whether any of the complaints concerned torture or ill-treatment. But let me stress, that we are not aware of any cases where police officers have been charged with torture or ill-treatment in accordance with the Danish Criminal Code.


We are, however, aware of the importance of accountability and reliable data, and I am therefore pleased to inform you that as of 1 January 2016 the Independent Authority will register complaints against police officers concerning torture or ill-treatment specifically.

Secondly, with regard to police responsibility, the Minister of Justice asked the National Police in April 2014 to introduce individual identity numbers on all police uniforms as soon as possible. 

The numbers, which will be composed of a single letter and four digits, will contribute to a more certain identification in the event that someone wants to file a complaint against a police officer.
 
The individual identity numbers is expected to be implemented in February 2016.

[Commission of Inquiry]

Finally, I would like to update our answer on the implementation of article 3 of the Convention. We mentioned in our report from 2014 that a Commission of Inquiry on the Danish participation in the Iraq and Afghan wars had been established in 2012. 

However, the Commission of Inquiry was closed after the Danish general elections in June this year. The Government elect finds that the issues covered by the Commission have already been adequately examined.

As also mentioned in our report from 2014, an internal Defense investigation was closed down in December 2011 in anticipation of the establishment of the Commission of Inquiry. In this context, the Chief of Defense wrote a letter to the Minister of Defense on the preliminary findings of the investigation. 

The letter was subsequently released to the Danish Parliament and additional documents from the Defense investigation were released to the public earlier this year.

Following the release of the documents, the Military Prosecution Service has initiated an examination in order to assess if the information regarding the transfer of detainees in Iraq can form the basis of a criminal investigation.

And, as you are probably aware, a civil case concerning detention operations in Iraq is currently pending before the Danish court. However, since this is a pending case we will not be able to comment on the case during this dialogue.

I will, however, emphasize that the Danish Defense is continuously updating procedures, revising education and training as well as adapting the organization in order to improve detention operations.

[Closing remarks]

In conclusion I would like to express the Kingdom of Denmark’s deepest commitment to the implementation of the Convention and to ensuring continued progress in eliminating all torture and ill-treatment.

We believe that we are already making substantial efforts in this regard, both nationally and internationally, but we are well aware of our challenges.

Mr. Chair, Distinguished members of the Committee, thank you for your attention. We look forward to the interactive discussion.






