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Madam Chair,
Distinguished members of the Committee,
Colleagues and Friends,
On behalf of the United Nations Secretary-General, it is an honour for me to open the thirty-fourth session of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, which will take place from today, 9 March, until Thursday, 26 March 2026.
Madam Chair,
Distinguished members of the Committee,
In 2026, we will celebrate 20 years since the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities was adopted. 
This Convention translated the rights outlined in the two Covenants into specific responsibilities toward persons with disabilities, making their fulfillment essential for their equal enjoyment of all human rights. 
'Nothing about us without us'—the impactful slogan behind the Convention—underscores the critical difference between a rights-based approach and the traditional caretaker perspective on the issues outlined in the treaties. 
The upcoming 19th Conference of the States parties to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities is scheduled to take place in New York from 9 to 11 June 2026. Its main theme is “CRPD at 20: celebrating and consolidating achievements and shaping the next phase of implementation in a changing world”. 
Allow me to highlight key developments and events related to persons with disabilities across the United Nations system that have taken place since the last session, which concluded on 26 August 2025.
On 18 September 2026, in the framework of the 60th session of the Human Rights Council, a cross-regional group of countries, comprising 144 States, adopted a joint statement calling for the guarantee of equal access to cultural life, heritage, and artistic expression for persons with disabilities. The statement highlights the importance of using accessible, digital, and inclusive solutions to promote participation and support the cultural and linguistic identities of persons with disabilities. It stresses that all individuals with disabilities, including those with intellectual or psychosocial disabilities, should have equal access to cultural materials, art, theatre, and audiovisual content. 
The initiative emphasizes the importance of using technology to make cultural heritage accessible. It advocates for strengthening legal frameworks and incorporating these rights into education and awareness efforts, while also ensuring reasonable accommodations are provided. The statement garnered unprecedented support, demonstrating a strong global commitment to integrating these rights into the creation of equitable societies. In December 2026, a cross-regional group led by Italy, Cyprus, Iraq, and Mexico proposed a plan to develop guidelines on this significant issue. 
On 13 November 2025, the Special Rapporteur on the situation of Human Rights in Myanmar issued his report on “The Hidden Crisis: Disability Rights in Post-Coup Myanmar”. According to the Rapporteur, the military junta has attacked, tortured, and executed persons with disabilities, imprisoned disability rights advocates, and impeded access to medical supplies and assistive devices. Persons with disabilities have become even more isolated and impoverished. The report highlights that the greatest disabler of persons with disabilities in Myanmar remains the social, cultural, political, and physical barriers that are pervasive throughout the country.
On 22 December 2025, the General Assembly adopted resolution A/RES/80/197, on the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. Amongst other recommendations, the General Assembly calls States to review and repeal any law or policy that restricts the full and effective participation in political and public life of persons with disabilities on an equal basis with others or discriminates against persons with disabilities. The resolution urges States to eliminate intersecting discrimination against women and girls with disabilities by repealing discriminatory laws and removing barriers to the full enjoyment of their rights.
The resolution requests the Secretary-General to ensure equal participation of Committee members by providing necessary support and access to information, including sign language assistance when requested in advance, and OHCHR is exploring ways to implement this within existing resources.
On 16 January 2026, the Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities issued her report on the Equal participation of persons with disabilities in political life. In her report, the Rapporteur highlights that despite the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities providing a strong legal foundation, persons with disabilities are still underrepresented in global political decision-making. She points out ongoing barriers such as discriminatory legal restrictions related to legal capacity, stigma, ableism, inaccessible political environments, lack of reasonable accommodations, financial issues, and limited access to political education and leadership opportunities.
She calls for comprehensive reforms to ensure equal political participation of persons with disabilities, including repealing discriminatory laws, improving representation, establishing binding accessibility standards, providing public funding for disability-related costs, strengthening data collection, and investing in empowerment and leadership development.
On 28 January 2026, the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE), the Europe‑wide parliamentary body bringing together elected representatives from the 46 Council of Europe member states in Strasbourg, France, has unanimously rejected a proposed draft additional protocol to the 1997 Oviedo Convention on on Human Rights and Biomedicine, intended to cover involuntary placement and involuntary treatment in mental healthcare services. PACE strongly recommends that the Committee of Ministers abandon the protocol approach and instead consider a more flexible instrument, such as a recommendation. Crucially, any new instrument must be fully aligned with the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, as well as the Committee’s general comments and guidelines. The next step is for the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe to decide on the matter. 
Late in February 2026, the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change officially recognised the Disability Caucus, giving persons with disabilities a formal platform within global climate negotiations. The recognition groups over 120 global organizations under the UN climate process, boosting their ability to participate, advocate for inclusive policies, and shape future climate actions.
Late in January 2025, the Department for General Assembly and Conference Management informed several United Nations departments that due to the liquidity crisis affecting the United Nations, there were not funds available for the provision of international sign interpretation and remote captioning to conferences and meetings. This situation was particularly impacting the Human Rights Council – which organizes accessible panels- and the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. The Committee, the International Disability Alliance, the World Federation of the Deaf, the Human Rights Council, Member States, and the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights made advocacy efforts which resulted, on 12 February 2026, in the reinstatement of accessibility services to the Council and the Committee. 
I would like to highlight the action taken by the High Commissioner for Human Rights in making high-level interventions with the Under-Secretary-General for Conference Management to address this situation. 
Madam Chair,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) is committed to building global partnerships to advance human rights. The High Commissioner launched the Global Alliance for Human Rights, a far-reaching, long-term initiative to put human rights at the heart of political leadership, public debate, and everyday life.
The Global Alliance will bring together governments, civil society, young people, artists, scientists, businesses, philanthropic organizations, and the entire United Nations system to champion human rights, inspire collective action, and strengthen the global human rights ecosystem. Its goal is to renew the promise of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and build a world in which accountability, dignity, and justice define the relationships between people and institutions.
We count on your support for this transformative initiative. Together, we can ensure that human rights remain the foundation of peace, security, and sustainable development.
Madame Chair,
Distinguished members,

Your work has never been more important. And yet, treaty bodies are facing unprecedented constraints. In 2025, more than 30 percent of meeting time was lost, and this caused major delays, resulted in the cancellation of State party reviews as well as pre-sessional working groups, and, coupled with a decrease in State party reports received in 2025, had serious consequences for the functioning of the treaty body system. 
This year, we expect the resource situation to remain extremely challenging with further cuts in both post and non-post resources.  This means less meeting time, reduced conference services, fewer deliverables, and, most regrettably, less impact. We regret that, as of today, the Committee’s second session this year had not been confirmed.
The High Commissioner has consistently warned that, if this trend continues, the system risks reaching a breaking point. He has called for innovative ideas / solutions, including in connection with the UN80 Initiative. This challenge was addressed as an issue of high importance at the Chairpersons’ informal meeting in early December 2025 and will be a topic for their formal annual meeting in June 2026. Let me assure you that the Office is doing its utmost to support this Committee and other treaty bodies, including by highlighting the direct impact that resource limitations have on human rights protection on the ground. The messaging has been consistent. 
I am confident that through collaboration, innovation, and shared commitment, we can navigate these constraints and ensure that the essential work of protecting human rights moves forward.
Madam Chair, 
Distinguished members, 
At this session, you will hold dialogues with five parties to the Convention: Lesotho, Liberia, Marshall Islands, Pakistan, and Samoa, and examine their reports on the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 
You will also consider individual communications and inquiries under the Optional Protocol to the Convention. 
On behalf of the Secretary-General, I would like to express appreciation for the Committee members, the State parties to the Convention, and all stakeholders who have actively prepared their work in advance of the 34th session. 
Aware that you have a heavy programme ahead of you for the next three weeks, I will conclude here by extending my very best wishes for a successful and productive session. 
Thank you for your attention. 
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