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Dear Mr./Madam Chair,  
Dear Committee Members,
I am pleased to greet you on behalf of the delegation of Turkmenistan and express my hope for a constructive dialogue that will contribute to further progress in ensuring children's rights. 
In today's presentation of the Report, in addition to myself, the Permanent Representative of Turkmenistan to the United Nations Office in Geneva, there are also representatives from the Ministries of Internal Affairs, Education, Health, and Medical Industry, the General Prosecutor's Office, as well as the Institute of State, Law, and Democracy of Turkmenistan.
In my speech, I would like to highlight the main directions of Turkmenistan's policy on fulfilling its commitments in the field of rights of child and inform you about the significant progress made in addressing various issues identified during the dialogue held in January 2015. 
I will briefly inform you about the legislative, institutional, and administrative measures taken during the reporting period, which are directly related to the provisions of the Convention, as well as focused on the Committee's recommendations received in the latest concluding observations and recommendations of Turkmenistan's Universal Periodic Review.
It is worth noting that in the context of the process of improving Turkmenistan's legislation on children's rights and aligning it with the provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and other international legal instruments, several new laws have been adopted, and amendments and additions have been made to the Laws and Codes of Turkmenistan. In particular:
· A new edition of the Law of Turkmenistan "On Education" was adopted (2021);
· A new Law of Turkmenistan "On Social Services" was adopted (2021);
· The Law of Turkmenistan "On Migration" (2012) was amended to include a section on migrant children and stateless persons;
· Amendments and additions were made to:
· The Law of Turkmenistan "On State Youth Policy" (2022),
· The Tax Code of Turkmenistan (2022),
· The Code of Turkmenistan on Social Protection of the Population (2018),
· The Code of Turkmenistan on Administrative Offenses (2022),
· The Criminal Code of Turkmenistan (2022).
Also, between 2015 and 2024, Turkmenistan acceded to several international treaties, including:
· The International Labour Organization Convention No. 144 "On Tripartite Consultations to Promote the Implementation of International Labor Standards" (2019);
· The Marrakesh Treaty to Facilitate Access to Published Works for Persons Who Are Blind, Visually Impaired, or Otherwise Print Disabled (2020);
· The Convention against Discrimination in Education (2021);
· The Convention No. 122 on Employment Policy (2021);
· The Instrument for the Amendment of the Constitution of the International Labour Organization (2022);
· The Convention on the Recognition of Qualifications concerning Higher Education in the European Region (2022).
Currently, the National Program for Social-Economic Development of Turkmenistan for 2022–2052 and the President's Program for 
Social-Economic Development of Turkmenistan for 2022–2028 are actively being implemented. Both programs reflect the main provisions of adopted international documents, including those related to the realization rights of child.
In addition, by a Presidential Decree, the National Action Plan on the Implementation of Children's Rights in Turkmenistan for 2023–2028 has been approved and is being implemented. The National Plan is based on the principles and provisions of the Constitution of Turkmenistan, the Law of Turkmenistan "On State Guarantees of Rights of Child" the Convention on the Rights of the Child, and other international agreements of the United Nations concerning children to which Turkmenistan is a party. 
This National Action Plan is a comprehensive document that outlines goals, objectives, and strategies in all areas relevant to children's rights. 
The adoption of the Plan also follows one of the recommendations of the Committee on the Rights of the Child and the Universal Periodic Review.
During the reporting period, progress has been made in strengthening the structure of the Ombudsman’s office, creating regional structures, increasing operational efficiency, and expanding the Ombudsman’s mandate in the area of children's, women's, and persons with disabilities' rights.
Thus, by the Presidential Decree of Turkmenistan dated June 14, 2024, two new departments were established within the Ombudsman's office starting from June 21, 2024 – one for the protection of women's and children's rights, and the other for the protection of human rights in the private sector.
Dear Committee Members,
The development of healthcare is one of the priority areas and crucial tasks of Turkmenistan's state policy, implemented within the framework of the State Health Program. 
The health and well-being of children is the main focus of the work conducted by the Ministry of Health and Medical Industry of the country in close cooperation with UNICEF in Turkmenistan.
Several strategies and programs aimed at improving children's health have been implemented in the country. These programs are aimed at improving the quality of care and services for mothers and newborns. Among them are:
· The "National Program for Healthy Nutrition of the Population of Turkmenistan for 2020–2025";
· The National Strategy for Early Childhood Development in Turkmenistan for 2020–2025;
· The National Strategy "Healthy Mother – Healthy Child – Healthy Future" for 2021–2025 (June 18, 2021), aimed at preventing maternal and child morbidity and mortality, improving health, and living conditions.
It is important to note that the objectives of this National Strategy are in line with the Sustainable Development Goals and the Global Strategy for Women's, Children's, and Adolescents' Health 2016–2030. The new strategy covers all stages of the life cycle and includes the introduction of modern methods of providing quality medical care, as well as improving the education and training of doctors and medical personnel. 
The strategy is aimed at ensuring continuity of care and is the first strategic document unifying the issues of maternal and child health.
It is also worth mentioning that in Turkmenistan, immunization is mandatory for all children and is provided free of charge. The vaccination coverage rate was 95.3% overall (MICS-2019). 
In 2020, the Government of Turkmenistan and UNICEF signed a Plan within the framework of a Memorandum of Understanding, which provided for additional national funding and commitment at the highest level to maintain the current level of immunization during 2021–2025. Under this Memorandum, the Government of Turkmenistan is allocating more than 83 million of United States Dollars to ensure the vaccination of all children in the country against 14 of the most dangerous infections recommended by WHO.
In 2021, the Charitable Fund for the Assistance of Children in Need of Custody named after Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov was established in Turkmenistan to support the younger generation, particularly children in need of care, to aid in their recovery, and to create favorable living conditions for them. 
The Charitable Fund provides medical and rehabilitative assistance to children across the country in need of custody. With the support of this fund, numerous successful surgeries have been performed in the fields of cardiac surgery, traumatology, orthopedics, and neurosurgery. Between 2021 and 2024, with the support of the Charitable Fund, 423 operations were performed on sick children across the country, including 141 in the first six months of 2024. Additionally, 50 ambulances were purchased with funds from the Fund and transferred to children's wards in district hospitals for the care of children.
Dear Committee Members,
In recent years, Turkmenistan has made significant strides in modernizing its education system, paying particular attention to integrating into the international educational space. To further develop the education system in Turkmenistan, strategic documents such as the following have been adopted and are being implemented:
· The Concept for Improving Teaching Methods in General Education Programs until 2028, aimed at modernizing teaching methods in general education institutions (Approved by the Presidential Decree of Turkmenistan on May 25, 2024);
· The National Strategy for Early Childhood Development for 2020–2025;
· The Program for Improving the Activities of Preschool Institutions in the Field of Early Development and Preparing Children for School for 2020–2025, developed to improve the quality of preschool education and prepare children for schooling.
In 2023, Turkmenistan signed a Roadmap for Cooperation with the UNESCO Institute for Information Technologies in Education, which significantly advanced the digital transformation of the education system. New distance learning technologies were introduced, and the accessibility of electronic educational materials was increased.
Dear Committee Members,
In 2022, Turkmenistan completed a Joint Program between the Government of Turkmenistan and the United Nations "Improving the Social Protection System through the Introduction of Inclusive Quality Social Services at the Local Level," funded by the Sustainable Development Goals Fund. 
The Program aimed to improve the existing system of social services in Turkmenistan, particularly by reaching the most vulnerable and needy segments of the population and meeting their specific needs. As part of the program, social work practices were introduced to support vulnerable groups of the population and remove barriers that these groups, including children, may face.
In December 2021, the Law of Turkmenistan "On Social Services" was adopted, which provides for a set of measures and actions taken to meet the individual needs of persons with disabilities, including children with disabilities, orphans, children left without parental care or guardians, and other categories of persons, with the aim of improving their living conditions. 
Starting from 2023, four-year bachelor's degree programs in social work were opened in two universities in the country – the Turkmen State University and the Turkmen State Pedagogical Institute.
Regarding labor rights, I would like to note that with the change of the minimum employment age from 16 to 18 years, the number of children under the age of 16 employed in Turkmenistan's economic sectors has decreased. The changes in Turkmenistan's Labor Code were made in accordance with the ILO Conventions on Child Labor.
An important step towards preventing the practice of child labor is the firm commitment of the Government of Turkmenistan to engage openly and constructively with the International Labour Organization (ILO), as evidenced by the activities implemented within the framework of cooperation with the ILO over the recent period (2021-2024). This includes the adoption of Roadmaps for cooperation between the Government of Turkmenistan and the ILO for 2023 and 2024-2025. Under the 2024-2025 Roadmap, legislative improvements related to forced and child labor in line with ILO Conventions No. 29, 105, 138, and 182 are planned, particularly aimed at legally prohibiting forced or compulsory labor during cotton harvesting.
The effective support for the implementation of priority actions in the Roadmap was provided by the ILO technical mission from May 14–17 of this year, involving specialists in international labor standards and labor law.
In June 2024, during the next visit of ILO specialists, a discussion of the draft Information Campaign was held within the framework of cooperation between the ILO and the Government of Turkmenistan, together with social partners.
On July 12, 2024, the Minister of Labor and Social Protection of Turkmenistan signed an Order according to the positions of cotton growers and cotton picker "On Amendments to the List of Jobs, Professions, and Positions with Harmful and Dangerous (Especially Harmful and Especially Dangerous) Working Conditions, in which the Employment of Persons Under the Age of Eighteen is Prohibited". This Order, which includes professions related to cotton harvesting, entered into force on July 22, 2024.
Within the framework of the Roadmap, and in fulfillment of the activity on expanding access to effective legal remedies for all and developing protocols and tools for accessing them, an ILO expert visit took place, during which meetings were held with the Ombudsman’s Office, law enforcement, and judicial bodies at both central and regional levels.
Dear Committee Members,
During the reporting period, Turkmenistan’s child justice system has provided a solid foundation for the modernization of the child justice system, shifting focus from "correction" to "socialization," improving coordination between law enforcement agencies and child protection bodies, and developing effective prevention and response programs that address all the needs of children in contact with the law, as well as children who are victims or witnesses of violence.
An analysis of the different levels of activities necessary for an effective child protection system shows that Turkmenistan has made progress mainly in creating more favorable conditions for family support programs: largely for children in conflict with the law, and to a lesser extent for children who are victims of violence and abuse, as well as those living in alternative care conditions.
As for refugee, migrant, and displaced children, Turkmenistan’s legislation ensures that these children have access to universal basic services available in the country.
Also, with UNICEF's support, the first two child-friendly facilities for conducting pre-trial interrogations were prepared and opened (in Ashgabat and Turkmenabat cities).
Dear Committee Members,
In conclusion of my speech, I would like to emphasize that our country is conducting targeted work on the practical implementation of the main provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the norms of national legislation regarding the protection of children’s rights.
During our dialogue, we will endeavor to answer the questions of the Committee members, provide additional information and comments that will help determine the ways and forms of further work to achieve progress in ensuring the rights and interests of the child.
Thank you for your attention!
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