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1.	The Working Group on Communications under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women held its fifty-eighth session from 24 to 26 January 2024 in Geneva. All five members of the Working Group attended the session: Corinne Dettmeijer-Vermeulen (Chair), Nahla Haidar (Vice-Chair), Hilary Gbedemah, Leticia Bonifaz Alfonzo and Elgun Safarov. 
2.	At the beginning of the session, the Working Group adopted its agenda (see the Appendix at the end of the present document). 
3.	The Working Group took stock of the work done inter-sessionally, notably the registration of six new communications. The Working Group then appointed case rapporteurs for all the pending cases as well as for cases at the follow-up stage.
4.	The Working Group noted that the follow-up dialogue was ongoing in 29 cases where the Committee had found violations of the authors’ rights concerning 21States parties: Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Cambodia, Canada, Finland, Georgia, Italy, Kyrgyzstan, Libya, Mexico (2), North Macedonia (3), Republic of Korea, Republic of Moldova (2), Russian Federation (4), Slovakia, Spain (2), Sri Lanka, Switzerland, Tanzania, the Philippines, and Timor-Leste. 
5.	The Working Group noted that since the entry into force of the Optional Protocol, 216 communications had been registered, noting the stringent criteria that the Committee applies. 56 communications are currently pending consideration by the Committee.
6.	The Working Group noted that 20 cases are currently ready for decision. At the same time, it noted with regret the reduced targets for 2024 (drafting and adoption of 7 substantive individual communications). It also noted with concern the briefing provided by the Petitions Section concerning the reduction of the meeting time allocated to the Working Group from 10 to 7 days per year. While taking into account the current financial situation of the Organization (the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) as part of the UN Secretariat), the Working Group called for increased and adequately allocated resources, on a sustainable basis, for the Petitions Section in order to provide the Committee, as well as the other treaty bodies dealing with individual communications, with a higher number of draft recommendations for adoption in order to avoid delays in delivering justice and providing remedies to the victims of human rights violations.
7.	The Working group discussed its methods of work in light of the harmonization efforts of the human rights treaty bodies. It decided to amend its working methods introducing a suspension of requests for the admissibility of a communication to be examined separately from its merits (so called split requests) for one year. It also agreed to further explore possible protection measures against reprisals.   
8. The Working Group continued its discussion on the best ways forward to strengthen the procedure for follow-up to Views. With regard to the Views on communication No. 48/2013 (E.S. and S.C. v. United Republic of Tanzania), adopted by the Committee at its sixtieth session, the Working Group held a meeting with the newly appointed Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Tanzania to the United Nations and other international organizations in Geneva. The meeting was constructive, and it was agreed that the Permanent Mission of Tanzania would transmit the query of the Working Group concerning the implementation of the recommendations of the Committee to the capital for a more detailed reply in writing.  
9.	The Working Group discussed the following individual communications: 
a)	No. 157/2020 (Dubovik and Dubina v. Belarus), Rapporteur Mr. Safarov. 
b)	No. 158/2020 (S.S.  v. Austria), Rapporteur Ms. Gbedemah 
c)	No. 165/2021 (S.T. H. v. Switzerland), Rapporteur Ms. Dettmeijer 
It decided to refer the recommendations in relation to these communications for adoption by the Committee. All recommendations were adopted by consensus. 
10.	Taking into account the priority to be given to cases with interim measures of protection in place, the chronological order of registration, regional representation, and thematic issues of importance for the Committee’s jurisprudence, the Working Group listed the following communications on its agenda for its fifty-ninth and sixtieth sessions: No. 147/2019 concerning Denmark; No. 159/2020 concerning Türkiye; No. 162/20201 concerning the Netherlands; No. 166/2021 concerning Turkmenistan; and No. 170/2021 concerning Peru. 
11.	The Working Group appreciated the opportunity to have a preliminary discussion regarding communications to be selected for drafting for its next sessions, as well as draft recommendations in relation to newly registered cases and requests for interim measures of protection. In particular, the Working Group examined at length a communication concerning South Sudan in relation tog conflict-related sexual and gender-based violence against 35 women and the request for identity protection by the authors. The Working Group decided that the communication did not appear to fulfil the requirements for registration and that the issue of identity protection would be brought to the attention of the Committee. 
		Actions taken at the present session:
12.	The Working Group decided, inter alia:
a) To refer, for consideration by the Committee, communications Nos.  157/2020, 158/2020, and 165/2021;
[bookmark: _Hlk32177362]b) To request the Secretariat to prepare draft recommendations for consideration at the fifty-eighth and sixtieth sessions of the Working Group in relation to communications Nos. 147/2019, 159/2020, 162/2020, 166/2021 and 170/2021.
c)  To refer an application for identity protection by the non-governmental organization LAW to the Committee for consideration.  
13.	The Working Group noted that its fifty-ninth session is scheduled to take place from 9 to 10 May 2024 in Geneva.
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Agenda

1. Adoption of the agenda

· Briefing on the current financial situation and constraints of the Petitions Section

1. Review of steps and activities undertaken since the last session:

-	Note by the Secretariat (CEDAW/C/WG/58/R.1)
-	For information: Report of the 57th session of the Working Group
-	List of case Rapporteurs for registered cases 

1. New communications registered and designation of case Rapporteurs

1. Update on pending communications (see Note by the Secretariat) and on follow-up to 	Views (meeting with the Permanent Mission of Tanzania)

1. Adoption of draft recommendations

a) Draft recommendations

b) Preliminary discussion of cases

c) Case(s) proposed for discontinuance or suspension

1. Discussion on working methods

a) Update on harmonization of working methods across Committees	

b) Application for identity protection by the non-governmental organization LAW

7.	Adoption of the report of the fifty-eighth session of the Working Group

9. 	AOB
