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Maat for Peace’ submission on the United States of America
Preamble
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2][bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]Maat for Peace, Development and Human Rights (Egypt) presents this report to the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination within the framework of the submission of the United States of America to session No. 107 of the Committee. The United States of America signed the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination on September 28, 1966, and ratified it on October 21, 1994. Maat calls on the United States of America to cooperate with international human rights mechanisms. The USA was supposed to submit its report to the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination on November 20, 2017; but it submitted it four years behind on June 2, 2021. In addition to the need to withdraw its reservations on Articles 2 and 4 of the Convention on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, Maat is concerned about the continued prevalence of hate crimes against Asians, especially with the spread of “Covid-19” pandemic, racial discrimination against the Muslim community and indigenous peoples, widening of the economic gap between different races, and the deterioration of racial equality. It is also concerned about the violation of American abortion policies of the right to health and their perpetuation of racial inequality that affects women People with colored skin.
The Convention in Domestic Law and the Institutional and Policy Framework for its Implementation (Articles 1, 2, and 6)
On January 20, 2021, the US President issued Executive Order (EO) No. (13985) on promoting racial equality, supporting disadvantaged communities, instructing the federal government to take a comprehensive approach, and prioritize promoting equality for all including colored people and the groups suffering from lack of services, marginalization, poverty and inequality,[footnoteRef:1] federal legislation and the legislation of the United States of America do not include an explicit prohibition of indirect discrimination, including all areas of law and public life, according to Article No. (1) of the Convention on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination. The United States of America has not taken any measures to withdraw the reservation made to Article No. 2 of the Convention and to prohibit acts of racial discrimination committed by private parties. The national report of the United States of America did not include any measures to combat forms of racial discrimination by Article No. 1 of the Convention, which intersects with discrimination based on other grounds such as religion, gender, age, disability, and sexual orientation[footnoteRef:2]. [1:  Executive Order On Advancing Racial Equity and Support for Underserved Communities Through the Federal Government, .whitehouse.gov, 20 Jan 2021. Executive Order On Advancing Racial Equity and Support for Underserved Communities Through the Federal Government | The White House ]  [2:  CERD/C/USA/10-12, Available at. تنزيل الهيئات المنشأة بموجب معاهدات (ohchr.org) ] 

The United States of America has the highest prison rates in the world (664 prisoners per 100,000 people - 2021), and the number of women prisoners is twice the number of male prisoners, the majority of whom are women with ethnic minorities. In 2019, the rate of imprisonment of black women was (48 women per 100,000 people), while the rate of incarceration of white women was (38 women per 100,000 people), meaning that the rate of imprisonment of black women was more than 1.7 times the rate of incarceration of white women. Incarceration of Latina women (63 women per 100,000 people). Native American women constitute 2.5% of the female prison population in the United States of America, although they represent 7% of the total number of women in general in America[footnoteRef:3]. [3:  The U.S. criminal justice system disproportionately hurts Native people: the data, visualized, Prison Policy Initiative, 8 Oct 2021. The U.S. criminal justice system disproportionately hurts Native people: the data, visualized | Prison Policy Initiative ] 

Accordingly, Maat is concerned about the discriminatory human rights violations that pregnant women prisoners suffer from, especially during periods of labor, delivery, and recovery after childbirth. Black women are twice as likely to be imprisoned; they are also inhumanely restrained, and shackling women during pregnancy can impede access to needed medical care. So, it causes falls and injuries that can harm the pregnant woman and fetus, cause life-threatening blood clots, and interfere with postpartum people's ability to handle, feed, and communicate safely, especially for the newborn. Shackled women during childbirth reported experiencing depression and severe psychological stress that affected them later. As an effect of slavery, this practice is a form of racial discrimination against women of color, which violates the text of Article No. 2 of the Convention on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination[footnoteRef:4]. [4:  Shackling of Pregnant Prisoners Is Ongoing, blog.petrieflom.law.harvard.edu, 4 Mar 2020. Shackling of Pregnant Prisoners Is Ongoing | Bill of Health (harvard.edu) ] 

Recommendations for the state party:
· The necessity to include the prohibition of indirect discrimination in federal and state legislation, by the text of Article No. (1) of the Convention on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination.
· Taking effective actions to withdraw the reservation made by the State party to Article No. 2 of the Convention.
· Developing a legal and institutional strategy, including legislative initiatives and national coordination plans between the relevant institutions; It aims to prohibit racial discrimination, including using artificial intelligence and other measures and practices that work to end racial discrimination.
· Completing discriminatory practices against women of color and providing them with an opportunity; to legally fulfill their rights.
· The importance of eliminating systematic discriminatory practices against pregnant women, including shackling them during different pregnancies.

 Hate speech and racist crimes (Articles 2, 4, and 5)
We remain concerned about the United States of America’s preservation of Article No. (4) of the Convention on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination. Although the United States of America has claimed that it is taking measures to prevent and combat racist hate speech through the media and other online platforms, in particular discrimination against people of African and Asian descent, ethnic, racial, and religious minorities, indigenous peoples, and immigrants, the crimes of racism hate speech is on the rise, especially with the spread of the Corona pandemic. Hate crimes against Asians were frequent, and discrimination against the Muslim community persisted. According to a human rights report issued on November 18, 2021; An American human rights organization against racism and hate received more than 10,370 reports of racist attacks against Asian Americans, between March 19, 2020, and September 30, 2021. The report said that most racist attacks occur in public places, workplaces, and others[footnoteRef:5]. [5:   تقرير حقوق الإنسان في أمريكا: الجرائم العنصرية تزايدت بشكل ملفت خلال عام 2021، صحيفة الشعب اليومية أونلاين، 2 مارس 2022. تقرير حقوق الإنسان في أمريكا: الجرائم العنصرية تزايدت بشكل ملفت خلال عام 2021 (people.com.cn) ] 

 On May 25, 2020, an American citizen of African descent, "George Floyd" (46 years), was killed after an American policeman arrested him on the same day. A ten-minute video showed a "white" policeman holding Floyd to the ground, pressing one knee to his neck, while Floyd was saying "I can't breathe." That incident occurred on the same day as a video spread showing a white woman in New York, calling the police to arrest a "black" man, after a dispute over her dog. That shows racial discrimination against ethnic minorities in a country that claims to be the cradle of freedoms and the source of democracy[footnoteRef:6]. [6:  مداخلة مؤسسة ماعت بخصوص مقتل جورج فلويد على يد شرطي امريكي، مؤسسة ماعت للسلام والتنمية وحقوق الانسان، 15 يونيو 2020. https://bit.ly/3PaOPli] 

On March 16, 2021, R. A. L., a 21-year-old white man, attacked three Asian-run massage parlors and spas in the Atlanta area and shot their staff, killing eight people, including six Asian women. On January 28, 2021, an 84-year-old Thai-American man was killed in an intentional violent blow to the ground in San Francisco.  On April 23, 2021, Y. P. M., a 61-year-old Chinese-American, was attacked from behind in the streets of New York and fell to the ground, and was repeatedly kicked on the head, causing him fractures in the face, and died in hospital after being admitted to coma for eight months.  On November 17, 2021, three high school students of Chinese origin in Philadelphia were violently attacked on the subway as they were returning from school. "It is clear that the victims were targeted because of their Asian identity," local police said[footnoteRef:7]. On May 14, 2022, an 18-year-old killed ten people, most of whom were black, after he shot them in a New York state neighborhood inside a store in Buffalo[footnoteRef:8]. On July 3, 2022, an African American youth was shot dead by police in Akron, Ohio[footnoteRef:9]. [7:   نفس المصدر السابق.]  [8:   "منعا لسيادة السود".. جرائم قتل عنصرية ضربت الولايات المتحدة، مصراوى، 25 مايو 2022. "منعا لسيادة السود".. جرائم قتل عنصرية ضربت الولايات المتحدة | مصراوى (masrawy.com) ]  [9:   ماعت تدين مقتل شاب أمريكي على يد الشرطة، مصر البلد الإخبارية، 5 يوليو 2022. ماعت تدين مقتل شاب أمريكي على يد الشرطة - مصر البلد الاخبارية (misralbalad.com) ] 

Recommendations for the state party:
· Taking serious and operational steps to withdraw the reservation to Article No. 4 of the Convention on Racial Discrimination.
· Encouraging the media and entrepreneurship, especially owners of popular online platforms to support the fight against hate speech and reduce racist crimes.
· Activating the role of civil society and expanding its powers; allows him to deal semi-officially with complaints related to crimes of racism.
· Punishing those responsible for racist crimes in proportion to the gravity of their crime, with the importance of providing all effective remedies for victims and rehabilitating them to reintegrate into society.
· Setting up a national mechanism at the level of the Federation of States to monitor hate speech, renounce violence, and combat racist crimes.
· Taking more legislative and institutional measures aimed at stopping police violence against citizens of African descent.
· Take further measures to eliminate racial disparities at all stages of the criminal justice system.
· Strengthening the Human Rights Council Resolution (A/HRC/43/L.50) to protect the rights and fundamental freedoms of Africans and people of African descent from police brutality and other human rights violations.
· The US authorities should open an independent investigation into the causes of the increase and growth of violence against racial minorities and blacks, address these problems to allow racial minorities to enjoy their full rights, and improve the social, health, and economic conditions of the African American population.

Abortion policies violate the right to health and the right to racial equality (Articles 2, 5)
Maat is deeply concerned about the effects of anti-abortion regulations on the human rights process in the State Party (USA), inhumanely affecting women of color, especially with the US Supreme Court repealing women's legal right to abortion nationwide[footnoteRef:10]. The Supreme Court's decision is expected to affect the right of some 36 million women of childbearing age to have an abortion, making it more difficult for women from ethnic minorities, who are underrepresented in abortion-related statistics. According to international reports, blacks are 13% of the US population, but black women account for more than a third of reported abortions in the country, while Hispanic women account for about a fifth. The data shows that poorer women are more likely to request an abortion, and ethnic minority women are the most affected by wealth inequality, with the gap widening between white and non-white population groups over the past few decades, in violation of Article 2 and Article No. (5) of the Convention on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination[footnoteRef:11]. [10:   المحكمة الأمريكية العليا تلغي الحق الدستوري في الإجهاض، فرانس 24، 24 يونيو 2022. المحكمة الأمريكية العليا تلغي الحق الدستوري في الإجهاض (france24.com) ]  [11:   الإجهاض: لماذا قد تكون النساء السوداوات أكثر تأثرا بتقييده في الولايات المتحدة؟ بى بى سى، 7 يونيو 2022. الإجهاض: لماذا قد تكون النساء السوداوات أكثر تأثرا بتقييده في الولايات المتحدة؟ - BBC News عربي ] 

Recommendations for the state party:
· The necessity of developing alternative policies or controls that would guarantee access to reproductive health care, and ensure equal protection before the law for mothers who have had abortions, especially those of color.
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