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2 December 2019
Dear Mr. Harahsheh,

In my capacity as Rapporteur on Follow-up on Concluding Observations of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), I have the honor to refer to the examination of the sixth periodic report of Jordan, at the Committee’s sixty-sixth session, held in February 2017. At the end of that session, the Committee’s concluding observations (CEDAW/C/JOR/CO/6) were transmitted to your Permanent Mission. You may recall that in paragraph 63 on follow-up on the concluding observations, the Committee requested Jordan to provide, within two years, written information on the steps taken to implement the recommendations contained in paragraphs 26 (a) and 34 (a), (b) and (c) of the concluding observations.
The Committee welcomes the follow-up report received with a two-month delay in May 2019 (CEDAW/C/JOR/CO/6/Add.1) under the CEDAW follow-up procedure. At its seventy-fourth session, held in November 2019 in Geneva, the Committee examined this follow-up report and adopted the following assessment.
Regarding the recommendation made in paragraph 26 of the concluding observations, urging the State party to “further strengthen the institutional capacity of the national machinery for the advancement of women and provide it with the mandate, decision-making power and human, technical and financial resources necessary to mainstream gender equality throughout all policies of the ministries and in all government offices and for it to be able to open branch offices in all governorates, in particular in rural areas”: 

 The Committee welcomes the political commitment of the State party to strengthen the institutional capacity of the national machinery in the field of gender equality and women’s empowerment, including the increase of budget allocation to the Jordanian National Commission for Women from 200,000 Jordanian dinars (JD) in 2016 to 700,000 JD in 2018, which also enabled the Commission to increase its staff. It also welcomes that the Commission coordinates governmental sectors in the Ministerial Committee for Women’s Empowerment, which was re-established in June 2019. Furthermore, it notes with appreciation that the State party took steps to adopt legislation to institutionalize the work of the Commission and strengthen its decision-making power. The Committee, however, regrets the absence of information on the measures adopted to open branch offices, particularly in rural areas. The Committee considers that the State party took some steps to implement the recommendation. It considers that the recommendation has been partially implemented.
Mr. Akram HARAHSHEH
Chargé d'affaires a.i. of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan
   to the United Nations Office at Geneva

Rue de Vermont 37-39

1202 Geneva 20
Email: info@jordanmission.ch
The Committee considers that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive, but it fails to respond fully to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is partially satisfactory.
The Committee recommends that, in relation to paragraph 26 of the concluding observations, the State party provide, in its next periodic report, information on further actions taken to:

Adopt legislation to institutionalize and strengthen decision-making power of the Jordanian National Commission for Women and provide information on the measures taken to open branch offices in all governorates, in particular in rural areas.
With regard to the recommendation made in paragraph 34 of the concluding observations, urging the State party to “repeal, without further delay, all remaining discriminatory provisions of the Criminal Code condoning gender-based violence against women, in particular articles 97 to 99, 308 and 340, and ensure that rapists and perpetrators of crimes committed in the name of so-called “honour” are prosecuted and punished adequately without benefiting from any mitigating or exculpatory provisions”: 
The Committee welcomes the amendment of articles 98, 99 and 308 of the Penal Code in 2017, so that the perpetrator of a crime committed in the name of “honour” can no longer benefit from mitigating circumstances and that the perpetrator who committed rape or sexual assault is not exempted from criminal liability if he marries the victim. Nevertheless, the Committee regrets that discriminatory provisions still remain in the Penal Code, including article 340. The Committee considers that the State party took some steps to implement the recommendation. It considers that the recommendation has been partially implemented.

The Committee considers that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive, but it fails to respond fully to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is partially satisfactory.
In relation to the recommendation urging the State party to “amend the Crimes Prevention Act (1954) with a view to abolishing the practice of administrative detention, in particular the holding of women and girls who are at risk of becoming victims of gender-based violence in “protective custody”:
The Committee welcomes the information provided by the State party that it established a shelter for women at risk of gender-based violence by the Regulation No. 171 of 2016, as an important step to abolish the practice of administrative detention. It however regrets the lack of information on the measures taken to amend the Crimes Prevention Act (1954) to prohibit administrative detention of women and girls at risk of honour-based crimes in “protective custody.” The Committee considers that there is lack of sufficient information to make an assessment.  
The Committee notes that the information provided by the State party is incomplete and fails to respond fully to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is unsatisfactory.
Regarding the recommendation urging the State party to “immediately release women and girls arbitrarily placed in “protective custody”, establish appropriate shelters and mechanisms for their protection throughout the country and ensure that they consent to any protection measure extended to them”:
The Committee welcomes the establishment of a safe house for women at risk of gender-based violence in July 2018. It further welcomes that the Ministry of the Interior made arrangement for the safe house to accommodate 18 administrative detainees in the Juweidah Women’s Correction and Rehabilitation Centre. The Committee takes note of the information provided by the State party that article 10 of the Regulation No. 171 of 2016 requests the consent of beneficiaries to enter shelters. However, it regrets that the State party does not provide information on whether it has released all women and girls detained in “protective custody” and whether it has taken measures to ensure the implementation of article 10 of the Regulation and get consent of beneficiaries to other protection measures.  The Committee considers that the State party took some steps to implement the recommendation. It considers that the recommendation has been partially implemented.  
The Committee considers that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive, but it fails to respond fully to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is partially satisfactory.
The Committee recommends that, in relation to paragraph 34 of the concluding observations, the State party provide, in its next periodic report, information on further actions taken to:

1.
Repeal all remaining discriminatory provisions of the Criminal Code condoning gender-based violence against women;
2.
Provide information on the measures adopted to amend the Crimes Prevention Act (1954) with a view to abolishing the practice of administrative detention, in particular the holding of women and girls who are at risk of becoming victims of gender-based violence in “protective custody”;

3.
Ensure that all women and girls arbitrarily placed in “protective custody” have been released, improve the quality of shelters and take measures to ensure their consent to any protection measure extended to them.
Accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.
Yours sincerely,
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Lia Nadaraia
Rapporteur on follow-up
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