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The Government of the Federated States of Micronesia is pleased and honored to present to the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities its Initial Report on the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Convention). On October 05, 2016, the Federated States of Micronesia ratified the Convention. By becoming a State Party to the Convention, the Federated States of Micronesia affirmed its commitment to improve the situation and lives of persons with disabilities in the FSM. The work put into this report has been the cumulation efforts from offices and agencies under the direction of the FSM Universal Periodic Review and Human Rights Taskforce. The commitment of the Taskforce made possible the completion of this report given the challenges that each member faced in tackling their individual daily tasks. So, we thank the members of the Taskforce and their respective offices for their collective diligence. We further recognize the participation and assistance of our civil society organization partners and non-governmental organizations throughout the FSM in compiling information for this report. We also would like to express our appreciation to our regional and international partners, especially The Pacific Community (SPC), UNESCAP and OHCHR, for the guidance and the technical and financial assistance to the Government of the FSM in the implementation of the Convention and fulfilling the national reporting obligations. 
In this report, the Government of the Federated States will not only address the successful progress of the Government’s implementation of the Convention, but also the challenges which remain that hinder the full development and advancement of the vulnerable populations of people with disabilities in the FSM. In furtherance, this report demonstrates the effort that the Government of the FSM has made so far to show the overall status of people with disabilities, protection of their individual rights and welfare, and the concrete measures taken by the Government of the FSM to make a difference in the lives of the people of the FSM. The Government of the FSM, therefore, is committed to its constitutional as well as legislative obligations to protect the rights of persons with disabilities and its commitments to the Convention.
The Government of the FSM is looking forward to interact with the esteemed Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, to achieve and learn more for the improvement and full recognizance of rights for the vulnerable populations of persons with disabilities in the FSM.
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