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Dear members of the Committee, ladies and gentlemen, dear friends, 

On UNICEF’s behalf I first would like to acknowledge the tremendous contribution of the outgoing chairperson. She has kept the Committee’s flag high over the past two years and should be commended for her tireless commitment. We look forward to enjoying the same fruitful cooperation with the incoming chair. We also wish to welcome the new members, congratulate them on their election and assure them of our support in the years to come. 

As we are almost reaching mid-year, preparations for CRC@30 celebrations are now well underway in countries around the world. In all regions, UNICEF offices are working with Governments to define and implement national commitments for children and inviting Heads of States to publicly voice their commitment. In doing so, we are naturally promoting full synergy with the similar invitation that has been extended to States by the Committee, as well as with related initiatives by civil society. 

Some 40 Country Offices and National Committees are also planning national summits for children, where leaders from Governments, business, civil society and faith communities will commitments they have made. The national summits will take place on November 20 and run in parallel with an event in NY (that is still largely to be defined) and the one organized here in Geneva by the Association 30 ans de droits de l’enfant. 
As you know, discussions about a special event for Heads of State as part of UNGA in September this year are still ongoing. Should the event take place, it would be the opportunity for Heads of Governments to align themselves to a voluntary ‘global pledge’ which would reaffirm their commitment to realizing child rights in the context of the 21st century and the new opportunities to link the CRC to implementation of the SDGs.

Another event marking the anniversary this year will be the Child Friendly Cities Summit that will be jointly organized by UNICEF and the City of Cologne, Germany, on October 15 to 18, and will bring together more than 500 mayors, technical experts, children and young people. The Summit will culminate with the Mayors signing a declaration of recommitment to the Convention on the Rights of the Child at the local level, where the impact on children is often most direct.

This anniversary year is also an important opportunity to take an in-depth look at the child rights achievements of the past three decades, the challenges that remain, and the opportunities that exist to consolidate progress and accelerate change – especially in the context of a rapidly changing world bringing forth new challenges in the form of, inter alia, climate change, rapid urbanization, exploitation of natural resources, protracted conflict and humanitarian crises, forced displacement, and enduring multi-dimensional and inter-generational poverty – but also bringing new opportunities, including through the advancement of science, technology and innovation. 

We are working on a report – looking 30 years back and 30 years ahead – to be launched in November, that will include a retrospective piece of data analysis of trends in key areas since the adoption of the CRC, looking at where progress has been made, and where it has not. It will seek to understand what drives advances in child rights, what impedes them, and what stakeholders can and must do to better fulfil children’s rights in the next 30 years.

As part of the report, a forward-looking series of ‘thought pieces’ on future childhood will consider new dimensions to child rights, considering how global trends present new challenges and new opportunities for children to realize their rights in the 21st century. Influential thinkers will be invited to co-author these sections of the report and contribute to the perspectives on the future of childhood and child rights in the next three decades.

Last but not least, and as you are well aware, we have also developed a child-friendly version of the CRC, compiling ‘best-off formulations’ from the many existing versions, and reflecting the opinions of children from various countries collected by Child Rights Connect. In parallel, we have also developed visual icons to illustrate each right, similarly to the SDG icons. Choices of 3 icons per right are currently being submitted to a global online vote for both adults and children, until 14 June, and I’d be happy to share the link to the survey to anybody who is interested to vote. We have invited the Committee to possibly endorse both the child-friendly CRC and the visual icons during this session and would be delighted that this becomes a joint product, that we would make available to children around the world. 

I thank you for this opportunity to share some of our work and look forward to more discussions during the session. 
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