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Parallel report on the 3rd periodic review of Panama under the CESCR
To the UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights


Dear President and Members of the Committee,

The EgLex Association (Monaco) has the honour to present their parallel report on the breache of Article 6 of the Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights by Panama. 

1. Breach of Article 2(2), 6: access to the legal profession.

1 The right of everyone to work he freely chooses under Article 6 means that a foreign citizen who is a permanent resident of Panama is free to choose the profession of a practicing lawyer. 
2 Article 3(1) of the Ley de la Abogacía of Panama limits the access to the legal profession exclusively to citizens of Panama. Thus, foreign citizens permanently resident in Panama do not have right to practice law.
3 This is an unreasonable breach of the right to choose freely one’s work.
4 A privately practicing lawyer is not a public servant, she is paid by private funds, and this has no influence on State budget.
5 Panama presumes that a lawyer must have loyalty to the State. However, first, there may not be a duty of loyalty for a private lawyer, since this is her freedom of consciousness. Second, citizenship has no correlation with loyalty. A citizen of Panama may feel no loyalty to Panama, but a foreign citizen may feel very deep attachment and loyalty to Panama. 
6 The prohibition on access to the legal profession is not only contrary to Article 6, but it is also motivated by discrimination on the ground of nationality under Article 2(2). 
7 Thus, Panama is in breach of Articles 2(2) and 6 of the Covenant. 

2. Compliments regarding Article 12: access to health.

8 Eaglex would like to express its compliments to the State party for its achievements in the area of health system. 
9 The health institutions cover almost the entire country, and the access to doctors is quite cheap.
10 It is important to maintain this achievement in the future. 
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