








Supporting the European Position: Brazil’s Responsibility Toward Militia-Led Terrorism and Gender-Based Violence in Afghanistan
1. Context and Background
While European countries have demonstrated principled leadership in defending women’s rights and minority protections in Afghanistan, Brazil has lagged behind. European Union member states, including France, Germany, and the Netherlands, have taken firm stances against the Taliban’s gender apartheid and the growing influence of armed extremist groups, whereas Brazil has failed to adopt a similarly robust position.
The EU has consistently conditioned diplomatic engagement and aid on the respect for women’s rights and inclusive governance. In contrast, Brazil’s foreign policy remains vague, and at times non-committal, especially within multilateral forums such as the UN Human Rights Council and General Assembly.
2. Brazil’s Silence on Gender-Based Violence by Armed Groups
Women and girls in Afghanistan continue to endure severe gender-based violence, including forced marriage, sexual slavery, restrictions on movement, denial of education, and exclusion from public life. Brazil has yet to issue clear condemnations of these abuses or call for accountability of the groups responsible, including the Taliban and affiliated militias. This silence amounts to tacit complicity and directly contradicts Brazil’s obligations under the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW).
In several international forums, Brazil has abstained or refrained from supporting resolutions that explicitly condemn militant actors or seek mechanisms for justice, undermining global efforts to protect Afghan women.
3. The European Approach as a Model
The European Union and several of its member states have been vocal in their rejection of Taliban rule as illegitimate and abusive. European countries have also supported UN reports, appointed special envoys for Afghan women, and provided funding to women-led initiatives inside and outside of Afghanistan.
Brazil, as a global South leader with increasing geopolitical influence, 





should mirror this approach by aligning its foreign policy with human rights principles rather than geopolitical neutrality. The credibility of Brazil’s commitment to gender equality depends on its willingness to challenge systemic oppression, even beyond its borders.
4. Impact on Minority Women: Hazara and Shia Communities
Women from ethnic and religious minority groups such as the Hazaras and Shia communities face intersectional violence: rape, forced disappearance, targeted killings, and structural exclusion. These acts constitute crimes against humanity and demand urgent international attention.
Brazil’s lack of attention to these specific abuses reflects a failure to adopt an inclusive human rights framework, particularly one sensitive to intersecting forms of discrimination based on ethnicity, religion, and gender.
5. Recommendations to the State of Brazil
1. Align with the European Position: Brazil should adopt a foreign policy stance consistent with the European Union, clearly rejecting Taliban rule and demanding the full restoration of women's rights in Afghanistan.
2. Support International Accountability Mechanisms: Brazil must back UN-mandated investigations and support the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Afghanistan.
3. Condemn Armed Groups Explicitly: Brazil should publicly condemn gender-based violence committed by Taliban and other extremist groups and advocate for sanctions or international prosecution.
4. Fund and Empower Women’s Movements: Brazil should allocate funds to Afghan women-led civil society organizations, including in the diaspora, in coordination with European partners.
5. Strengthen Multilateral Cooperation: Brazil must engage actively with European and international partners to advance protection frameworks for women and girls fleeing persecution or living under Taliban rule.
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