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Distinguished Chairperson and members of the Committee,
Thank you for the opportunity to address the UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) at its opening session. Since this is the first time, allow me to briefly introduce Child Rights Connect. 
We are the largest global network working for the realization of children’s rights. Through our 80 members, we reach out to every country in the world to empower children’s rights defenders, including children, to influence and use the UN Human Rights system in an effective way. On the other hand, we advocate for the United Nations to be a better accountability mechanism for positive change on the ground. 
For more than 30 years, we have been supporting and enhancing the effectiveness of the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC) so that it can better contribute to the realization of the human rights of children. Acting as the liaison between the CRC Committee and children’s rights defenders, including children themselves, we have been supporting the Committee to develop its standards and practices regarding the participation of children in all its areas of work. 
In this regard, we highly appreciate the attention that the CRPD Committee has always been giving to the issue of participation of rights holders, and we warmly welcome the decision you have taken at your last session to work towards a General Comment on Articles 4.3 and 33.3. We hope that this can happen soon and we look forward to collecting inputs from our members and children themselves to ensure that this new set of standards will build on the CRC existing standards on child participation, while at the same time enriching them with the perspective of children with disabilities. 
In its General Comment No. 12 (2009)[footnoteRef:1] on the right of the child to be heard, the CRC Committee explicitly recognized the role that child-led organizations and children’s representatives play in the reporting process. In its working methods for the participation of children in the reporting process of the Committee on the Rights of the Child[footnoteRef:2], the Committee reiterated that “the involvement of children in the work of the Committee has particular relevance, including in the development of general comments, days of general discussion, in-country visits and other events”. It also highlighted that “States parties have an obligation to ensure that children are encouraged and enabled to participate in the preparation of the State reports”. [1: http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CRC%2fC%2fGC%2f12&Lang=en ]  [2: http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CRC/C/66/2&Lang=en ] 

Since the adoption of these two milestone and complementary documents, the CRC Committee has progressively witnessed a significant increase in quantity and quality of child participation in all its areas of work. More and more children, including children with disabilities, are engaging and providing relevant inputs for State reviews, General Comments and Days of General Discussions. Many children have direct interactions with the CRC Committee through specific private and dedicated online or face-to-face meetings (the so-called children’s meetings), which the Committee values as a unique opportunity to understand the challenges that children face and hear their recommendations. 
Indeed, the specific substantive and practical information provided by the CRC Committee on the role of children, the requirements for meaningful and safe participation and the States’ obligations, was key to foster effective, inclusive and empowering child participation processes as well as to ensure participation of the most marginalized and vulnerable groups, such as children with disabilities. In this wake, the CRC Committee is currently coordinating with Child Rights Connect for the development of specific working methods on the participation of children in Days of General Discussions.  
Child participation is one of the main strategic priorities and key areas of expertise of Child Rights Connect. Child Rights Connect makes the CRC Committee’s work easily accessible to children and civil society organisations by building their capacity and by providing practical support to engage effectively in the Committee’s work and its follow-up on national level. We also advocate for the mainstreaming and implementation of child participation standards within the broader UN Human Rights system, and the collaborative work we are doing within TB-Net constitutes a unique opportunity for this.  
We hope that the development of your new General Comment will be only a first step towards more synergies and collaboration between the CRC Committee, the CRPD Committee and Child Rights Connect with regard to child participation and the empowerment of children with disabilities. We look forward to continuing this discussion with you, OHCHR and IDA.   
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