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Suggestions for disability-relevant questions to be included in the list of issues for Pre-sessional Working Group, CRC 60th Session

The International Disability Alliance (IDA) has prepared the following suggestions for the list of issues, based on references to persons with disabilities to be found in the State reports submitted to the Committee on the Rights of the Child. 

THAILAND
Thailand ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities on 29 July 2008.
Selected references to children with disabilities in the state report:
18.
In addition, Article 152 of the Constitution stipulates that “in considering a bill concerning children, the youth, women, the elderly, the disabled or handicapped, if the House of Representatives does not consider it by its full committee, the House of Representatives shall appoint a non-standing committee consisting of representatives, from private organizations concerned with the respective types of persons, of not less than one-third of the total number of members of the committee and the members thereof shall consist of women and men in closely apportion”. 
114. The Cabinet passed a resolution on 5 July 2005 expanding educational opportunities for disadvantaged children and allocating budget to educational institutions that accommodate children who have no Thai nationality or formal document, such as a house registration. The budget was allocated based on expense per student, covering from pre-school to higher secondary education. It requires the Ministry of Education to arrange suitable education module for displaced children, fleeing persecution, who have sought temporary asylum in Thailand. It requires the Ministry of Interior to develop a database of children without Thai nationality and formal document and permit these children to travel for the purpose of education within the duration of such curriculum.

115.Some of the key activities include: 

(1.)
Scholarship for 79,000 deprived students.

(2.)
Scholarship at the tertiary level for students from district and sub-district levels according to the needs of the localities and of the children.

(3.)
Scholarship for street children, children with disabilities, orphans and children affected by HIV/AIDS, totaling 11,000 children.

(4.)
Supporting programmes and activities that aim to address the needs of street children, children with disabilities and orphans.

(5.)
Supporting formal and non-formal education for people with disabilities and disadvantaged people, including:

· Formal basic education for people with disabilities and non-formal education for people with disabilities in the form of continuous education equivalent to basic education

· Welfare schools and assistance to disadvantaged children in the non-formal system through the provision of continuous education equivalent to basic education to 1,666,620 children; literacy programme for 279,083 children; and short-term training on life skills for 669,579 children

· Establishment of loan fund for education

· Bicycle on Loan Initiative, encouraging schools to lend bicycles to deprived students for the duration of their education.
Suggestions for list of issues

· What steps are being taken to promote the positive image of children and adults with disabilities amongst government personnel, the public and families?  What campaigns are being designed and led together with organizations of persons with disabilities to raise awareness and combat stigma associated with children with disabilities to encourage families to care for them in the home? 
· What steps are being taken to provide sufficient support to families to ensure that all children, including children with disabilities, can live and be raised in family environments in the community, and to eliminate the institutionalisation of children by building up community based services and support (including through increased social assistance and welfare benefits) to children with disabilities and to their families, including foster and adoptive families ?
· What steps is the Government taking towards providing inclusive education to children with disabilities in accordance with Article 24 of the CRPD? Is a definition of inclusive education incorporated into the law? What measures are being taken to ensure that mainstream schools are accessible to children with disabilities (e.g. physical environment, teacher training, curricula development, etc)?
· With respect to decisions concerning the child him/herself, how does the Government ensure that children with disabilities have the opportunity to express their views and for their views to be given due weight in accordance with the child’s age and maturity, on an equal basis with other children, and are provided with age- and disability-appropriate support to exercise these rights?
· How is information about seeking help and making complaints against perpetrators made available to children with disabilities regarding violence, exploitation, or harmful practices?
· What measures are being taken to guarantee the collection of disaggregated data on children with disabilities in order to develop policies and programmes to promote their equal opportunities of participation in society?
· What steps are being taken towards ratification of the Optional Protocol to the CRPD? 
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