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Thank you Chair for giving me the opportunity to speak to the Committee today on a couple of developments: the outcome of 2023 ratification campaign and a side event on IMM organized in May. 
You may recall, in 2023, the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights led a year-long initiative to commemorate the 75th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. It had various components aimed at strengthening global human rights commitments. And it included a focused campaign to promote ratification of core human rights treaties and their optional protocols. 
This critical ratification component was spearheaded by the Treaty Body Capacity Building Programme – the Programme that I coordinate and that was established by resolution 68/268 which you are all familiar with. The Programme supports States and other stakeholders in their engagement with the treaty bodies, which indeed starts with the ratification of treaties and optional protocols.
You are probably aware of the remarkable progress achieved in the ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol. Indeed, as a result of efforts, five countries - Timor-Leste, Solomon Islands, Cameroon, Liechtenstein and South Sudan, just last month - became parties to the CRPD, while Timor-Leste, Kazakhstan and South Sudan also acceded to the OP CRPD. In addition, under the same HR 75 Initiative, Iceland, Liberia and South Africa pledged to ratify the Optional Protocol.	Comment by Diana Carolina Prado Mosquera: These are in chronological order (who was the first to ratify) but we could also swap it in alphabetical order... 
These outstanding achievements were the result of collaborative efforts, including that of the CRPD Bureau and Secretariat. Our strategy included a mix of interventions: engaging in dialogue with the Permanent Missions and delegations coming to Geneva during CRPD sessions and intersessional periods; participating in the Conference of States Parties through a side event and taking advantage of the occasion to hold bilateral discussions with Permanent Missions in New York; engaging in direct advocacy at the country level; enlisting the International Disability Alliance in the strategies; and working with the Group of Friends of Persons with Disabilities of the Human Rights Council, led by Mexico and New Zealand. This collective action was necessary to secure these new ratifications.	Comment by Diana Carolina Prado Mosquera: Do we for example want to add that this engagement with the GoF led to include the SR resolution the need of the SR to promote ratification? Or is it too much detail? 
Allow me to make a tangent on the Group of Friends. Being close to the Group of Friends during the 2023 campaign allowed us to somehow advise on the Human Rights Council resolution which extended the mandate of the SR on the rights of persons with disabilities which was extended in 2023. That mandate now includes the promotion of universal ratification of the Convention and the Optional Protocol (A/HRC/53/14). This is a matter that you may wish to discuss in your meetings with the Special Rapporteur. 
Our work is not yet complete. We continue to focus on the remaining States that are yet to ratify the CRPD, including Bhutan, Eritrea, the Holy See, Lebanon, Niue, Tajikistan, Tonga and the United States. As we did with the previous countries, we’ll seek again the Committee’s collaboration in designing and following tailored advocacy strategies that address the unique challenges and obstacles to ratification in these countries.
Now on the next development I’d like to share today. On 8 May, there will be a side-event on Independent Monitoring Mechanisms organized in the margin of the GANHRI meeting. The event will take advantage of the presence of several representatives of NHRIs in Geneva. Two key resources will also be launched during the event: the IMM Practical Guide and a web repository for IMMs. You may recall that the Committee’s working group on NHRIs took part in the drafting of the Practical Guide. In essence, the Guide aims to assist States, NHRIs and civil society organisations in implementing the requirements of the CRPD. 
The repository on the other hand serves as a database for information on existing monitoring mechanisms in countries, with information on the type of the IMM, e.g. if it is an equality body, an NHRI, a newly established institution, etc..  We hope you will be able to join the event either in person or online. We will share the information on the event with the Secretariat, who I am sure will share the link to these two tools. 
To conclude, I’d like to reiterate our recommitment to continue the excellent collaboration we had during last year’s campaign with the Bureau, the Committee and the Secretariat so that we can move closer to universal ratification of the Convention.

Thank you.
