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Monsieur le Président,
Mesdames et Messieurs les membres du Comité,
Chers collègues,
Au nom du Secrétaire général des Nations Unies, j’ai le plaisir d’ouvrir la quatre-vingt-deuxième session du Comité contre la torture et vous souhaite la bienvenue. Le Comité a, comme à son habitude, un programme de travail chargé, et je tiens à commencer en vous souhaitant une session productive et fructueuse. 
Monsieur le Président,
Chers membres du Comité,
Je voudrais commencer mon intervention en réitérant les paroles du Haut-Commissaire des Nations unies aux droits de l'homme, M. Volker Türk, lors de l'ouverture de la 58ème session du Conseil des droits de l'homme en février dernier, lorsqu'il a déclaré que "le système international connaît un changement tectonique, et l’édifice des droits de l’homme que nous avons construit si laborieusement au fil des décennies n’a jamais été soumis à une telle pression"[footnoteRef:2]. Dans son discours, M. Türk a souligné les principaux facteurs et forces antagonistes qui sont à l'origine de ce bouleversement dans le système de protection internationale et qui contribuent à l'érosion du consensus mondial au sujet des droits de l'homme : l'intensification des conflits armés et des crises dans diverses régions du monde, qui s’accompagne de violations flagrantes des droits de l'homme ; l'influence croissante des régimes autoritaires et le contrôle de plus en plus important d’autocrates sur des pans entiers de l'économie mondiale, ces dirigeants justifiant souvent les violations des droits de l'homme en invoquant des préoccupations relatives à la sécurité nationale ou des mesures de lutte contre le terrorisme; les tensions sociales et les rancœurs alimentées par des inégalités croissantes et souvent dirigées contre les réfugiés, les migrants et d'autres groupes vulnérables; l'impact du changement climatique sur  la réalisation des droits fondamentaux; et l'utilisation abusive des technologies numériques afin de réprimer, restreindre et bafouer les droits humains par le biais de la surveillance de masse, de la propagation de discours de haine et de la désinformation en ligne, du harcèlement et de la discrimination systémique.  [2:  Voir Le Haut-Commissaire ouvre le Conseil des droits de l’homme : « Il nous faut une politique de sagesse, ancrée dans les faits, la loi et la compassion », HCDH, 24 février 2025: https://www.ohchr.org/fr/statements-and-speeches/2025/02/hc-turk-opens-human-rights-council-we-need-politics-wisdom-rooted. ] 

Pour répondre à ces défis d’aujourd’hui et de demain, M. Türk a souligné le rôle crucial des institutions internationales, en particulier celui de l’Organisation des Nations Unies, dans la promotion et la protection des droits de l’homme. Les institutions et les normes internationales des droits de l’homme, ainsi que des cadres juridiques nationaux qui leur sont conformes, des systèmes judiciaires efficaces, accessibles et indépendants, une presse libre et un espace civique ouvert dans lequel les organisations de la société civile et les défenseurs des droits de l’homme peuvent opérer librement, restent essentiels pour garantir que les auteurs de violations rendent des comptes, pour promouvoir la justice et pour veiller à ce que la dignité demeure un pilier fondamental de la gouvernance mondiale.
En ces temps difficiles, les voix indépendantes des organes de traités sont plus essentielles que jamais pour assurer le respect et la mise en œuvre du droit international des droits de l'homme. En particulier, le Comité contre la torture joue un rôle fondamental dans le suivi de la situation dans les États parties en fournissant à ces derniers des orientations par le biais de ses observations finales, de ses commentaires généraux et de sa jurisprudence. Le travail inestimable du Comité continue de renforcer et de clarifier l'applicabilité de la Convention contre la torture et autres peines ou traitements cruels, inhumains ou dégradants dans un large éventail de situations, notamment dans le contexte des opérations de maintien de l'ordre et des cas d'usage excessif de la force, de la privation de liberté et des conditions de détention, de l’application de la peine de mort, des violences liées aux conflits, de l’asile et de la protection contre le refoulement, des violences sexuelles et sexistes et des violence motivées par la haine, parmi tant d'autres. Je vous encourage à poursuivre ce travail important, cimentant ainsi l'engagement en faveur de la dignité humaine et la justice en toutes circonstances.
Distinguished Members of the Committee,
At the same time, the Organization’s ability to fulfil its mandates is being hampered by geopolitical and financial challenges that directly impact our capacity to deliver on our mandates. In this context, last year was particularly difficult. In addition to the ongoing chronic resource constraints, the current liquidity situation of the United Nations Secretariat has further hampered, and continues to hamper, the planning and implementation of your work. This concern was forcefully communicated by the Chairs of the UN human rights treaty bodies during their meetings with Member States and other interlocutors at their 36th annual meeting, held from 24 to 28 June 2024, in New York. Let me assure you that the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) is doing its utmost to ensure that the UN human rights treaty bodies, including the Committee against Torture, can carry out their mandates. This includes highlighting the direct impact of resource limitations on human rights protection on the ground. Nevertheless, all indications suggest that the challenging liquidity situation will persist for the foreseeable future.  
The treaty body strengthening process remains ongoing and has reached a crucial juncture. In December last year, the General Assembly adopted the biennial resolution on the treaty body system.[footnoteRef:3] In its resolution, the General Assembly reaffirms its invitation to the human rights treaty bodies and OHCHR, within their respective mandates, to continue to work to increase coordination and predictability in the reporting process, including through cooperation with States parties, with the aim of achieving a clear and regularized schedule for reporting by States parties.[footnoteRef:4] It also invites the treaty bodies to increase their efforts to further use digital technologies in their work, including in their consideration of States parties’ initial and periodic reports and individual communications, as well as to facilitate participation and accessibility of States parties and all relevant stakeholders in the mandated activities of the treaty bodies, including by means of videoconference, while stressing that in-person interaction and multilingualism remain a crucial component of their work.[footnoteRef:5] However, the resolution did not endorse certain detailed proposals put forward by the Chairs and corresponding resources to implement them, such as the proposal for an eight-year predictable schedule of country reviews. [3:  A/RES/79/165.]  [4:  Ibid, operative para. 6.]  [5:  Ibid, operative para. 8.] 

Distinguished Members of the Committee, 
On the occasion of Human Rights Day last year, the Geneva Human Rights Platform, in cooperation with the Office and the Directorate of International Law of the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs, organized an informal meeting of the Chairs of the human rights treaty bodies and the Committees’ focal points on working methods. The discussion focused on the latest developments within the treaty body system and sought to identify potential ways forward to improve the harmonization of procedures and brainstorm solutions for the future. This meeting also provided an opportunity for participants to engage with Member States and other stakeholders. Additionally, the Chairs and focal points met with the Coordination Committee of Special Procedures Mandate Holders, which was also meeting in Geneva at the same time. The exchange was fruitful, with participants sharing practices on issues of common concern, such as the independence of experts and potential conflict of interest, as well as promoting an “all mechanisms” approach to addressing the numerous challenges facing human rights mechanisms.  
Our Colleagues in the Human Rights Treaties Branch are working in close cooperation with the Chairs of the human rights treaty bodies and the Committees’ focal points on working methods to ensure that efforts to harmonize working methods continue, particularly in preparation of the 37th annual meeting of the treaty body Chairs in June. 
Distinguished Members of the Committee, 
Lastly, I would like to highlight some of the work relevant to your mandate, which the Office has been engaged in since your last session. At the 58th session of the Human Rights Council, Mr. Volker Türk launched the report of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights on good practices and lessons learned related to transitional justice processes in the context of sustaining peace and sustainable development, drawn from regional consultations and research carried out pursuant to Human Rights Council resolution 51/23.[footnoteRef:6] With examples from Bosnia and Herzegovina, Chad, Colombia, Guatemala, Kenya and other countries, the report illustrates powerful practices of transitional justice that are victim-centred, inclusive, gender-responsive and innovative, and contribute to an early, tangible or transformational impact on victims and affected communities. Many have been developed by victims’ associations and grass-roots organizations, notably those led by women, and contribute to the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals. The objective of the report is to convey the good practices presented during the regional meetings, which are particularly applicable in challenging and adverse contexts in which preconditions for transitional justice are absent. We hope that these good practices and lessons learned can be useful to many other transitional justice processes as they find the right path to justice, sustainable peace and development. [6:  A/HRC/58/36.] 

Another recent publication relevant to your work is the latest report of the UN Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief to the Human Rights Council, Ms. Nazila Ghanea. In her report, Ms. Ghanea explores the intersections between the right to freedom of religion or belief and the prohibition of torture and ill-treatment. I note with appreciation that your Committee provided relevant input and actively participated in consultations held by the Special Rapporteur during the preparation of the study. The report presents the normative foundations of the rights in question and, based on the existing solid legal framework, explores thematic issues that have been overlooked in theory and practice. According to the Special Rapporteur, while international standards providing for the protection of these rights are clear, it is noticeable that States, courts and even those working directly with victims have not consistently taken both rights into consideration in cases raising overlapping concerns. The Special Rapporteur is concerned that this lack of attention to victims’ claims could expose them to further abuse. 
Distinguished Members of the Committee, 
In closing, I would like to reiterate our strong commitment to supporting the treaty body system as you carry out your critical mandate. I wish you all a successful session.
Thank you.
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