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The Situation of Persons with Disabilities in Gaza and the West Bank during armed conflict

The Arab Organization of Persons with Disabilities (AOPD)
AOPD is a coalition of organizations of persons with disabilities (OPDs) active in the Arab region. It includes so far OPDs working actively in sixteen Arab countries, namely: Bahrain, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco, Oman, Palestine, Sudan, Syria, Tunisia, United Arab Emirates and Yemen. 

AOPD mission is to make the disability cause a human right issue and the concern of all sectors of society, and to work for a united disability movement.

The main purpose of AOPD is to defend the rights of persons with disabilities, to develop an information center on disability run by persons with disabilities and to encourage networking among disabled people organizations (DPOs) nationally and regionally. As for AOPD vision, it is to work for a society that accept diversity and respect the fundamental human rights of all citizens, including persons with disabilities. 

Below is the report prepared by AOPD on the situation of PWDs in Gaza and West Bank.
Introduction

Palestinian persons with disabilities, in the Gaza Strip and West Bank, find themselves experiencing double discrimination by the Israeli occupation as Palestinian first, and then as persons with disabilities. Discrimination against them as Palestinians can be equated to a large extent to what other Palestinians in Gaza and the West bank suffer. We may even speak about discrimination against the Palestinians who never left their land during the 1948 war of independence for Israel, and the war that caused Palestinian departure out of their land. The other type of discrimination is that discrimination on the basis of disability.

The second form of discrimination, which is built on the basis of disability is far more offensive and extensive. It affects PWDs in all aspects of their daily lives, including the most basic activities, and at all times. It is exercised by many parties, starting with the families of those persons, their local communities, schools, employers, etc. It, however, does not end with the Israeli occupation authorities who permanently discriminate against them in both ways. The Israelis consider them Palestinians and “would-be terrorists” and treat them harshly and with considerable hostility, that may be confused with denying disabled people their own rights alongside disregarding them as humans equal to others. It may not be an exaggeration if one claims that the extremely low total number of Persons with disabilities in Palestine may be interpreted as a reflection of the second form of discrimination. (Disability statistical data are discussed in the four paragraphs preceding the recommendations.)

Palestinians with disabilities are unfortunately prevented from travelling freely abroad even in extremely severe cases, such as for receiving special medical treatment and rehabilitation not available in the West Bank or Gaza, which are separated from each other by Israeli settlements and military bases.(1) Although Israel is a state party to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), It does not allow free movement for Palestinian persons with disabilities as stipulated by CRPD article 18 (Liberty of movement and Nationality) along with their escorts, or personal assistants. In many cases, Palestinian persons with disabilities find themselves unable to take part in regional workshops and conferences on disability affairs and rights
1. Disability Debrief, Disability in Palestine: News and Resources.

because the occupation authorities do not grant them permission to travel.(2) In other cases, the international Red Cross spends long time waiting to be granted license to take special cases of disabled or injured people outside the occupied Palestinian territory (OPT). Often such permission is not given, and persons in dire need for medical aid and special treatment are left to suffer and face their fate. (3)

The Stars of Hope Association for Women with Disabilities – which is active in both the West Bank and the Gaza strip --has often drawn attention to this offensive reality, which signifies a clearly strait violation of the Convention on the rights of Persons with disabilities (CRPD).(4) Such difficulties in addition to many other problems face Palestinians with disabilities in normal times, when there is no war raging between Israelis and Palestinians such as the armed conflict that has been reactivated in Gaza since October 7, 2023, and the military operations carried out (after the eruption of fighting in Gaza) by the occupying Israeli Army in the West Bank, particularly against the cities of Jenin, Toul Karm and Nablus as well as the rural areas surrounding them.

In the time of the war waged by Israelis against the Gaza Strip and other Palestinian territories, a report on the current situation of Palestinians with disabilities got issued by the General Union of Palestinian Persons with Disabilities, by the end of June 2025. It highlights the awful real conditions of Palestinians with disabilities. The report asserts that Palestinians in general, and those people in particular, suffer extremely by the terrible violations of the Geneva Conventions and the International Humanitarian Law by the Israeli authorities and army. All of these hostile and harmful acts take place as a result of the unhuman genocide against Palestinian civilians in the Gaza Strip in particular as of October 7, 2023.(5) True the violence first erupted in Gaza and the Israeli settlements immediately next to it, but the Israelis expanded their 
2.AOPD has been forced to announce at the last moment the absence of OPT Disability Movement in many of its conferences and workshops because PWDs delegated to them were banned by Israeli authorities to travel out of the West Bank or even Gaza.

3. Disability Debrief, Disability in Palestine: News and Resources.

4. Oral remarks and narrations by members of the Stars of Hope Association in phone conversations or personal interviews when they are permitted to leave and return to the OPT.

5. Report of the Palestinian General Union of persons with Disabilities, in Arabic. Not published yet.
hostile military operations and aggressions against Palestinians in the West Bank. Israeli attacks have been concentrated against refugee camps in the northern governorates of the West Bank as well as in East Jerusalem. (6)

In its newly issued report, the General Union of Palestinian Persons with Disabilities regards the current war as “a continuation of many invasions launched by Israeli Army against the Palestinians since it had controlled most of Palestine and declared the Jewish State on May 15, 1948.” During the last seventy-seven years, Palestinians have fallen victim to a large number of massacres and attacks done by the Israeli army, as the report states. Hardline, militant and armed settlers also attack Palestinians, kill them, steal their cattle, burn their properties and occupy their land lots while enjoying the indirect protection and support of the Israeli army, known as the Israeli Defense Force.(7) They also burn Palestinian crops, destroy their gardens, cars, cottages and their herds of sheep and goats. Those militant settlers as well as the Israeli army do not save persons with disabilities from their hostile and unlawful acts. According to reports prepared by Palestinian and foreign NGOs, some Palestinians with disabilities are regarded quite aggressively by Israeli security forces, which may imply that a large number of those persons were disabled as a result of engaging in attacks against the Israelis.(8)

As for Palestinians with disabilities, they demonstrate on their part a strong and effective nationalistic feeling and attitude, as well as a tolerable sympathy to their own homeland and cause. A small number of them may have certain political commitments to different active political parties, but the majority are nationalistic and do not have any connections even with the Palestinian national authority Pa/PNA. They loudly call for the realization of their rights, and seek fervently to empower themselves to become productive and efficient citizens.(9) That spirit had been the driving force for their associations to be started 

6. Report of the Palestinian General Union of persons with Disabilities, in Arabic. Not published yet.

7. Ibid.

8. Disability Debrief, Disability in Palestine: News and Resources.

9. Such ideas are usually expressed by Palestinians with disabilities in personal conversations, especially when discussing with them their relations with OPDs and with the General Union. They always insist on reaffirming their national identity as well as their full allegiance to their own home country.

in one place and then try to branch out to different places. That is the case with the Stars of Hope, which was founded in the West Bank, but has grown and expanded to have its own branch in the Gaza Strip. A number of the WWDs members of the association express their pride of being able to work as an organization of persons with disabilities at the national level. (10) The General Union of Palestinian Persons with Disabilities, in turn, can boast that it is a national actor with branches in the different governorates of the West Bank and Gaza.11, the Union was started under the auspices of the Palestinian national authority, but most of its members have no political allegiance. What seems helpful and reassuring is the insistence of Palestinian OPDs on not working locally, but to be active at the national level if that is possible. They also do not hesitate to admit any failing, such as the inability to get the latest news from the branches of the Federation in Gaza. That is a good sign of their frankness and honesty or transparency. (12)

Based on all of the aforementioned information, it seems logical and practical to handle the situation of Palestinian persons with disabilities during armed conflict by showing the different real conditions in the Gaza Strip which is a victim of vicious fighting. Another part of the report will draw the scene of the disabled in the West Bank and East Jerusalem, where fighting seems at low intensity, and is occurring on and off in this or that town or city. The report will dedicate a short part to give some details about the general situation of Palestinians with disabilities, and end with several recommendations directed to different parties concerned. As the war rages between the Israeli army and Palestinian resistance fighters, the report will try to focus on the situation of persons with disabilities in the Gaza Strip. What seems perplexing and confusing is the continuous eviction of some persons with disabilities. One of them claims that he was forcibly evicted his home or shelter or tent thirty times. Other speak of having been forced to evict in several times, but the other disabled have been forced to stop blaming the occupation force by exposing their aggressive and destructive behavior, as has been made clear by the quotations in the Disability Hub documentary , Voice Notes from Palestine.

10.Expressions of national allegiance and feelings of pride and satisfaction to serve the disability cause have often been repeated before me by members of the Stars of Hope Association in the different times I carried out research on OPDs in the OPT, or on disability real conditions in the West Bank and Gaza Strip since 1998.

11. Report of the Palestinian General Union of persons with Disabilities, in Arabic. Not published yet

12. Ibid.
The situation in Gaza

Palestinians with disabilities in Gaza not only face double discrimination, but have to confront a double crisis. Israel’s “genocide and displacement push their limits of survival,” as the Gaza Disability Report states.(13) (The report is prepared and produced by the Disability Hub of the Disability under Siege Program or Network run by the University of Birmingham in collaboration with the Center for Lebanese Studies.) They Have to keep close to their parents, families and support networks as much as they can, while they try hard to plan and work for their futures and to see how they may make up for the loss of their assistive devices that maintained their independence.(14)

With all the difficulties they face without the war and before its outbreak, Palestinians with disabilities in the besieged and poor strip encounter countless obstacles in their daily living. They now have to secure their ways to the would-be camp sites. They also need as household heads, or as independent individuals, to obtain their own tents that can be erected and turned accessible for their crutches, canes and wheelchairs first of all.(15) It is noteworthy that according to different sources, especially the United Nations Relief and Work Agency (UNRWA) concerned with providing aid and support to Palestinian refugees, it is noteworthy that the whole population of Gaza has been internally displaced, with about nearly 70% of all structures destroyed or damaged, including 92% of all housing units, according to Al-Jazira English service.(16) Many have been displaced multiple times, with some reporting ten times or moreNot only are persons with disabilities forced out of their homes, but they also “find themselves in a life-or-death struggle” with the huge damage to rehabilitation centers and headquarters of OPDs and institutions, as well as the destruction of almost all the 36 hospitals actively serving the Strip population. Disabled Palestinians are unable to “access the care and resources they urgently need.”(17)
13. Gaza Disability Report, 2025, Published by the Disability Hub of the Disability under Siege Network.

14. Ibid.

15. Ibid.

16. Israel-Palestine war: The Harsh Reality of Disabled People Trying to Survive war. Middle East Eye.

17. Gaza Disability Report, 2025, Published by the Disability Hub of the Disability under Siege Network.

Not only are persons with disabilities forced out of their homes, but they also “find themselves in a life-or-death struggle” with the huge damage to rehabilitation centers and headquarters of OPDs and institutions, as well as the destruction of almost all the 36 hospitals actively serving the Strip population. Disabled Palestinians are unable to “access the care and resources they urgently need,” as mentioned by the time magazine. (18) 

The Disability under Siege Network has supported the production of a short documentary about the fate of around ten persons with disabilities, to show a sample of the difficulties and challenges they face and handle. In the 12-minute documentary “Screening of Voice Notes from Palestine, as shared by Disability Hub in 2024” there is a scene for almost one minute in which the streets appear quite “chaotic, filled with families fleeing with whatever they can carry.”(19) The words accompanying the scene are not part of the commentary, but they are more expressive and impactful in showing the state of mind of persons with disabilities forced out of their houses and to flee somewhere else to find a site to rest. A blind graduate of the Islamic University (38-year-old Shireen Salama) describes her worst fear. She says, “The thing that scares me most is that I would lose my mother’s hand and get lost in the crowd.”(20)

Perhaps people with other disabilities could superficially seem not afraid of such a possibility. However, we have always not to forget that everybody with disabilities has certain needs that are met and satisfied almost solely by those surrounding them. Shireen’s fear is almost the same with every other disabled person fleeing their houses and looking for some place to settle.  Although a few persons with disabilities can flee on their own, but many more badly need the support of others and of assistive devices that someone else than them has to carry on the way 

18. People with Disabilities in Gaza Face Additional Barriers in the Israel-Hamas War, Time.

19. Voice Notes from Palestine, a documentary film produced by the Disability Hub.

20. Gaza Disability Report, 2025, Published by the Disability Hub of the Disability under Siege Network.

to a new place. How horrifying it must be to face an already frightening situation like displacement without sight, mobility or the ability to protect oneself? Moreover, how terrifying is the experience of repeated displacement!

Many Gazans with disabilities have been forced to get displaced more than once. Twenty-seven-year-old Abdulrahman Al-Gharbawi, graphic design and web developer, for example, has been displaced nine times till the date of publishing the Disability under Siege Report late in May 2025. In the first time, his mother carried his wheelchair while his cousin carried him “over the rubbles, over the electricity cables and dead bodies”, because he has cerebral palsy and lower limb disability.(21) Abdulrahman’s first flee took place after he hid with his extended family thirteen days in their house, living on dates and lemons. After losing his wheelchair and walker over the different flees, Abdulrahman is now housebound in an almost completely destroyed home, where he, his parents, siblings and direct cousins “live overcrowded in two rooms,” as he says in the film.(22) For anyone in Gaza, states the report produced by the Disability Hub of the Disability under Siege program, “forced expulsion, relentless bombardment and starvation are deeply traumatic. But for Palestinians with disabilities, it is a double assault.(23) Its negative effect multiplies several times as a result of inaccessible evacuation alerts, destroyed roads and unsafe routs, lost assistive devices, the unavailability of specialist care, reduced access to food and essentials and weakening health.” Unfortunately, some disabled Gazans cannot even flee, while others may be separated from caregivers. (24) Dina Kiwan, a university of Birmingham professor, describes the situations of refugees fleeing again and again as “survival against the odds.”(25) It is the condition of all declared 58000 persons with disabilities in the Gaza strip before the war.

In July 2024 almost after nine months of fighting and almost one year before the date of writing this report, the World Health Organization (WHO) estimated that 22500 more persons had acquired a life-changing injury – including limb amputations, spinal cord damage, and traumatic 
21. The Gaza Disability Report, 2025, Published by the Disability Hub of the Disability under Siege Network.

22. Ibid.

23. Ibid.

24. Disability Data in Gaza, Medical Aid for Palestinians 

25. The Gaza Disability Report, 2025, Published by the Disability Hub of the Disability Under Siege Network.

Brain injuries and major burns – putting more at risk of death or further harm. The Strip’s borders are sealed, while it lacks any safe evacuation zones. Furthermore, Israeli forces have already damaged or ravaged at least 94% of all hospitals active in Gaza and other towns in the strip. Almost all rehabilitation centers and schools for the disabled have been greatly damaged, or even destroyed.(26) This leads anyone to raise the following question: How do disabled people flee, find safety or get the medical care they need?

Articles 11 and 25 of the CRPD state the right and obligation for the protection, safety and healthcare of persons with disabilities, especially in situations of risk and humanitarian emergencies such as armed conflicts, but this is not sufficient to realize those rights. “Disabled people are in fact the most vulnerable and the most neglected. Their needs are rarely included in emergency preparedness plans, states Dr. Itab Shuayb, director of the Disability Hub at the Center for Lebanese Studies affiliated to the Disability under Siege Program. However Dr. Shuayb, professor of inclusive design, also notes, “documenting these harsh realities is essential not just for enforcing international laws but for holding occupying power accountable.”(27)

Since the eruption of the war in Gaza, the United Nations CRPD Committee has issued several statements expressing concern for the safety of persons with disabilities in the Strip. It had issued similar statements as regards all persons with disabilities round the world before that. (28) They, however, seem not to have any real and effective impact. That is why it still begs the question: Why does the United Nations lack the power and authority to enforce its international laws? If one wants to show a little more skepticism towards world order and respect of international laws by different, powerful states, one would ask: Are International laws drafted to be respected or just to force weak states to abide by them while stronger ones violate them repeatedly? Our believe is that world community is not pressuring enough to make the Israeli government abide by international laws, and respect the CRPD to which Israel is a state party.

Gaza’s destroyed healthcare system—crippled by mass casualties, damaged infrastructure, detained or killed medical staff, and severe

26. Disability Data in Gaza, Medical Aid for Palestinians 

27. Gaza Disability Report, 2025, Published by the Disability Hub of the Disability under Siege
28. How People with Disabilities in Gaza Are Coping with the Agony of Israel-Hamas War? Arab News.

medical and nutritive supply shortages—is making life infinitely worse for disabled people and thousands of newly disabled individuals.(29) WHO declares that much of the rehabilitation force in Gaza is now tragically displaced, with an estimated 20% of Gaza’s physiotherapy workforce having been killed. Furthermore, the Israeli blockade of medical aid, since its army broke the ceasefire on March 18, has worsened the situation further. The World Health Organization warns of “vast, unlet rehabilitation needs.” The backlog of people needing care now and waiting for assistive devices is enormous.”(30)

Loai Abu Saif, Disability Inclusion Program Lead at the NGO Medical aid for Palestinians (MAP), deploringly says. About 70% of people with disabilities (In the Gaza strip) have been delayed in accessing rehabilitation services three months or more. If these restrictions continue, conditions will be challenging and will continue to put the lives of the newly disabled, in particular, at risk of death.”(31) Such an appalling fact, unfortunately has so far not caused sisterly Arab countries to fiercely oppose the Israeli unprecedented, brutal invasion claimed to be “in self-defense”. Neither has it led to a greater public response by governments of Western countries claiming to be democracies responding to the demands of the huge public demonstrations protesting against the violence and inhumaneness of Israeli actions in Gaza, and calling to stop supporting the Israeli state militarily and diplomatically.

According to UNICEF’s most recently updated information, around 10000 in Gaza are living with hearing loss. About 5000 of them have severe hearing impairments caused by war injuries and under-resourced medical services. The Atfaluna (Our Youngsters) Society for deaf Children found that 95% of people with disabilities reported no access to medical care, and 83% had lost essential assistive devices. Its school for deaf and disabled children was attacked and turned into rubble by Israeli forces in March 2024. (32) With this in mind, it is hard to comprehend how these atrocities are an act of self-defense.
29. Gaza Disability Report, 2025, Published by the Disability Hub of the Disability under Siege

30. Mapping the Damage to Gaza[s hospitals: Battered, Abandoned and Raided; The Washington Post.

31. Gaza Disability Report, 2025, Published by the Disability Hub of the Disability under Siege

32. New Catastrophic Plight in Gaza: Israel’s Attacks Leave More than 5000 Palestinians Disabled: Euro-Med Human Rights Monitor.

Gaza’s Health Ministry has stated that around 1500 people have lost their eyesight since the beginning of the fighting, with 4000 others at risk of losing it due to the collapse of ophthalmic services. (33) The Lebanese-British pediatric intensive care physician, Doctor Tania Haj-Hassan, has returned recently from Gaza. She has witnessed this saddening reality first hand. She has not been speaking as much as working hard to secure help. However, the Disability Hub has quoted her as saying, “Many people are losing their vision, their hearing. I treated several children who had lost theirs. A paramedic well-known by us desperately needed a hearing aid, and it was impossible to get one inside the Strip.”(34)

British physiotherapist Rachael Moses, who spent a month this year working with hospital rehabilitation teams at Nasser Medical Complex in Khan Younis with MAP (an NGO founded more than four decades to secure medical aid for the Palestinian people in Palestine and refugee camps in Lebanon), affirms the story of Haj-Hassan. There are thousands of assistive devices on the border – wheelchairs and crutches and even batteries to power hearing aids – but they aren’t allowed in.”(35)

The consequences are grave for all persons with disabilities, but they seem to be much more serious for those with hearing loss, deafness, speech impairments or learning difficulties. They cannot call out to rescue teams if an airstrike hits their area, or hear calls to evacuate. Meanwhile, conditions like cerebral palsy, Parkinson’s disease, strokes, multiple sclerosis, asthma and diabetes – part of any population – are going untreated, causing disabling effects. True these conditions are manageable with the right pharmacology, but the denial of medications is just another form of weaponization used in a horrific manner by the Israeli authorities against Palestinians blockaded in the Gaza Strip. (36)

Many observers note that persons with disabilities are disproportionately affected by secondary effects of war. They include everything from health, hygiene, dignity and sexual violence. The impacts can be deadly as families need to struggle carefully to make sure they can evacuate safely members who are less mobile. Families with members who cannot be carried easily, or with dementia or cognitive
 33. New Catastrophic Plight in Gaza: Israel’s Attacks Leave More than 5000 Palestinians Disabled: Euro-Med Human Rights Monitor.

34. Gaza Disability Report, 2025, Published by the Disability Hub of the Disability under Siege Network.

35. ibid.

36. ibid.
impairments need to stay in their houses even if shattered, and even if evacuation orders come, or even if the family members have to be crammed in a small supposedly safe space.(37)

Another challenge encounter the medical and paramedical staff. Faced with the insufficient supplies, the remaining surgeons, physiotherapists and occupational therapists are forced into makeshift solutions to fill critical gaps.(38) The French registered INGO, Doctors without Border (Médecins sans frontiers) physiotherapy team hired a carpenter to make wooden crutches and a tailor to make pressure dressings for burns from Lycra, because they have none getting into Gaza. Occupational therapists are making bespoke devices to support hand function in the early stages of rehabilitation. If one loses one’s hand function, the rest of the limb becomes quite unfunctional. However, patients needing more complex postoperative rehabilitation, the outcomes are poorer.(39)

The disabled Gazan children, seen and examined by many foreign medical or paramedical staff, volunteering to visit and serve there, very rarely have just one single limb loss. They have burns, extensive shrapnel injury, or peripheral nerve injury too. They suffer from secondary injuries that can be just as disfiguring and life-changing.(40) Gunshot injuries, not just blasts, cause some amputations. Complex injuries require speech and language therapy, nutritional therapy, occupational therapy and psychological therapy, which is not possible. The strip has no infrastructure. As a result, many people die from complications.(41)
Dr. Haj-Hassan recalls the case of a girl who lost much of her pelvis. She needed several reconstructive surgeries to have a decent quality of life. Unfortunately, she could not endure and died. To treat burns, multiple surgical procedures are usually needed for long-term recovery. Otherwise, they can cause disfiguring and lasting disabilities from contractures that severely compromise functions like eating, talking, blinking and using one’s hands and feet. (42)

This kind of intense therapy is impossible. The Israeli military has destroyed the rehabilitation centers that existed in Gaza. The
 37. Disability Data in Gaza: Medical Aid for Palestinians.

38. Inside one of the last functioning Hospitals in Gaza: New York Times.

39. Disability Debrief: Disability in Palestine: News and Resources.

40. Inside one of the last functioning Hospitals in Gaza: New York Times.

41. Disability Data in Gaza: Medical Aid for Palestinians.

42. Gaza Disability Report, 2025, Published by the Disability Hub of the Disability under Siege Network.
destruction of the Rehabilitation and Prosthetic Limbs Hospital has left thousands of amputees without care.(43) Gaza’s only Cancer Hospital was demolished, and no medical facilities now operate in North  Gaza.(44) In addition, persons with disabilities face the destructive and changing environment as a result of the Israeli demolishing operations. The destruction of all infrastructure has left all Gazans with no access to essential services. 89% of Gaza’s water, sanitation and hygiene systems have been damaged or destroyed, including water desalination and sewage treatment plants.(45) Electricity is scarce, and most people need to travel long distances to charge their phones. “Our lives revolve around walking, and I can’t walk long distances,” says one student with a short stature disability, who has been displaced around thirty times, and wishes to remain anonymous.(46)

All of this damage and destruction turn the hopes of Gazans in general, and Gazans with disabilities in particular, to simple ones(47) A full meal – something Shireen Salama the blind woman declares that she has not had in almost twenty months; clean drinking water, a bath to relieve the fatigue, pain, loss and suffering. However, many persons with disabilities still look forward to be able to do higher studies and obtain education abroad. For Example, Abdulrahman (with CP and lower limb disability) expresses his great hope of finishing his master degree. Shireen Salama hopes to continue her graduate studies abroad. However, she now lives in a tent and describes the new environment as “suffocating and uncomfortable,” with scarce access to water and other basic needs. She also adds, “We feel dizzy and suffer from malnutrition. There is no food or clothing. And we urgently are in need of medicine. Before this, we lived in safety and security.”(48)

Life without privacy, mobility and the Internet is the new reality for many with and without disability. “The house is now filled with displaced people other than my family,” says Shireen who lives in a partially bombed building lacking basic necessities like electricity and water.(49)

43. inside One of the Last Functioning Hospitals in Gaza: New York Times.

44. Mapping the Damage to Gaza’s Hospitals: The Washington Post.

45. Gaza Disability Report, 2025, Published by the Disability Hub of the Disability under Siege Network.

46. ibid.

47. Israel-Palestine War: The Harsh Reality of Disabled People Trying to Survive War: Middle East Eye.

48. Gaza Disability Report, 2025, Published by the Disability Hub of the Disability under Siege Network.

49. ibid.

“Despite the harsh conditions, I try to maintain independence,” says Imad Ahmad Qudaih, a 22-year-old blind graduate in English language translation, after being forcibly displaced more than ten times. He now lives in a tent in the Mawasi Area, which is overcrowded with displaced people from all over the Gaza Strip. “Most of the tools and services we relied on are now gone,” adds Imad referring to the laptop, talking software and Braille note taker he lost underneath the rubble. “Those devices were vital for my education and independence. I now rely on family support and adjust as best as I can.”(50)

This stunning reality contrasts sharply with the everyday joys the students shared at the start of the film, Voice Notes from Palestine,  such as making coffee, gathering with loved ones, using mobility aids and attending classes. They are with disabilities now just as they were before the war. However, their lives were relatively stable despite the challenges of life under 18 years of Israeli military siege compounded by insufficient services and neglect of disability rights by the Hamas authority. Their ambitions were driven by learning and hope. The Islamic University of Gaza, where many of them got scholarships and realized their dreams, offered rare opportunities through its Disability and Inclusion Center. Imad explains what he and others enjoyed at the university, which was destroyed one week after the beginning of Israel’s war on Gaza. “Braille books, voice recorders and inclusive academic programs gave people like me visibility and purpose,” he says.(51) The Islamic University was one of the largest and was bombed and destroyed in the first week of "self-defense", instantly cutting off 16000 students from their education and futures.(52)

Israeli military operations  are in violation of article 11 of the UN CRPD, that obliges all state parties “to ensure the protection and safety of persons with disabilities and situations of risk, including situations of armed conflict, humanitarian emergencies, and the occurrence of natural disasters” and violate Security Council Resolution no. 2475  (2019) were the Security Council unanimously agrees for “member states and parties to armed conflict to protect persons with disabilities in conflict situations and to ensure they have access to justice, basic 
50. Disability Debrief, Disability in Palestine: News and Resources.

51. ibid.

52. People with Disabilities in Gaza Face Additional Barriers in the Israel-Hamas War: Time.

services, and unimpeded humanitarian assistance.” A recent report by Qader for community development identified thirteen breaches of international law, eighteen types of war crimes during the aggression on Gaza, ten types of crimes against humanity in the strip, and four types of genocide crimes. (53)

War victims

Nobody knows the real number of Gazans killed since Israel’s invasion has begun more than twenty-one months ago. In the middle of May 2025, government authorities reported at least 54,000 people had been so far killed. (54) When one thinks of the violence of fighting and the intensity and brutality of air raids and bombardment on even tent camps occupied by displaced Palestinians, one would wonder if the figure is correct. That is why one study considered a credible estimation is one mentioned in a study produced in June 2024. It estimated the number of killed Gazans then at 186000, or 8% of the Strip’s population. Disability data is also extremely difficult to verify. A report by UNICEF in March 2025 indicated that between 3000 and 4000 children have had one or more limbs amputated, making Gaza the population with the highest number of child amputees in the world, a sad fact that does not emotionally and practically urge politicians in democratic countries to exert real and effective pressure on Israel to stop the brutal mayhem. In January 2025, Save the Children estimated that every day at least fifteen children are inflicted injuries that leave them with lifelong impairments. For these children, recovery and rehabilitation are blocked by Israel’s systematic destruction of healthcare facilities, including Gaza’s only limb reconstruction and rehabilitation center, which has been non-functional since December 2023, and got damaged in a February 2024 attack. (55)

WHO reports that until May 7, 2025, at least 686 attacks have already targeted 122 health facilities in Gaza, which had already damaged 33 out of the 36 hospitals working in the Strip. (56)

The most unfortunate fact is that Western mainstream media had for 17 months been under strict censorship and concealing, but started as of the beginning of the 2025 spring to report part of the horrific crimes 
53. The Impact of Israeli Aggression on Gaza Strip on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities: Qader Foundation.

54. Disability Data in Gaza: Medical Aid for Palestinians.

55. ibid.

56. ibid.
committed by the Israeli forces against unarmed Palestinian civilians in Gaza. In an almost rare news item and show on the UK Sky News, an emergency doctor describes the situation: “For 81 days the last remaining functioning hospital in Northern Gaza has been under siege by the Israeli army. The emergency room and operating theatres have been hit by explosives, quadcopters and snipers fire into the maternity ward. There is no functioning healthcare system in Gaza.” Only 16 of the 36 hospitals (44%) are partially functional, with 11 being partially accessible, and no functioning hospitals in Rafah, according to the official statistics issued by WHO on July 29, 2024(57) (almost one year before writing this report).

Joining the Rolls

Gaza’s education system has not been functioning for two academic years. None of the 745000 students there – from elementary school to higher education – has had any formal schooling for over a year, according to the UN. What affects education severely is the fact that the entire population of the Gaza Strip face famine and catastrophic levels. (58) In May 2025, Euro-Med Human Rights Monitor documented 26 deaths from starvation, including nine children, in just 24 hours. All these negative developments have their unpropitious effects on persons with disabilities, with large numbers of war disabled persons joining the rolls. (59)

Before October 2023, the total number of persons with disabilities in the Gaza Strip was 58000, According to the government statistics department.(60) The number of identified persons with disabilities in the strip doubling in the period extending from 2007 to 2017. 12% of children had one or more impairments in 2020, with more than 1000 acquiring one since October, and 10 to 12 children undergoing amputation daily. At least 5000 of the 79500 injured up to the end of 2024 were persons with disabilities. People with disabilities are estimated to make up more than 15% of the displaced population. (61) 
57. Inside one of the Last Functioning Hospitals in Gaza: New York Times.
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This figure seems not consistent with the rate of disabled Palestinians in the strip. It also does not indicate the real number of displaced Gazans, when we read that the entire population of the strip have been displaced. However, it may be right, or near right, if we consider the number of Gazans who are displaced but not to the Mawasi Area for example. Lack of accessible information in evacuation orders and on the location of safe areas, and how to access humanitarian aid, with Internet disruption making it harder to find information in accessible forms. 

“The global estimation suggests that Palestinian women with disabilities are four times more likely to experience intimate partner violence than other women.(62) Given the current context in Gaza and West bank, we can only imagine even higher probability or likelihood."

Evacuation warnings are often not provided and when they do, they are not accessible or are provided some minutes in advance, not giving enough time to evacuate persons with mobility difficulties. Reduced or lack of ability to evacuate as a result of relying on careers or family members to carry them or having to leave them behind, as well as mobility difficulties through the rubble and destruction in the streets, impossible for some persons with high-support needs.(63) There are no sound warnings to be blown to urge people to run. Forced displacement led to persons with disabilities living in overcrowded and inaccessible conditions, with some people displaced multiple times. Some persons with disabilities were detained by Israeli forces with reports of detainees facing degrading conditions, abuse, denied access to lawyers and medical care, and their location being withheld.(64)

Lack of accessible safe areas, such as shelters, toilets and other essential facilities, is not unusual. Squat toilets are common, but they are inaccessible to persons with mobility difficulties. PWDs complain of the lack of accessible information in evacuation orders and on the location of safe areas and how to access humanitarian aid, with internet disruptions making it harder to find information in accessible forms. Persons with disabilities who are caretakers, such as with visual disabilities, struggle to dislocate to unknown areas and to access essential needs for their families, with many as single caretakers having no other option than risking their lives to find essential items. (65) 
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Disabled people encounter informational, communicational and physical barriers to get to aid distribution points for food, safe water and other essential assistance. Standing hours in line to receive aid and changes in routine can be difficult or impossible for autistic people or for people with intellectual disabilities, individuals subject to surgical procedures such as amputations (including children). All these conditions as well as unidentified locations in Gaza, make humanitarian responders unable to reach people with disabilities or provide for their needs. There has been reports of attacks targeting humanitarian convoys and civilians seeking aid such as the “flour massacre” in February 2024 with persons with disabilities not being able to easily and quickly escape in these cases. (66)

Lack of access to medical care and life-saving medication, such as medication for diabetes, nutritional supplements, cardiovascular conditions or anti-epileptics. Anesthesia is also absent  or low, leading to people undergoing surgical procedures such as amputations, including children, without it. The targeting of hospitals and denial of access to healthcare facilities by Israeli soldiers especially against persons with disabilities, older persons and pregnant women. Disability organizations and services are not being able to operate during the war, and many of them have been targeted, including specialized facilities for persons with disabilities such as Sheikh Hamad Hospital for Rehabilitation, The Assistive Devices Center of the Palestinian Medical Relief Society, and many others. Persons with disabilities’ needs, essential items and specific measures are usually not included in the humanitarian aid interventions, making it harder or sometimes impossible to access average aid.(67) The Israeli blockade on the entry of essential humanitarian aid, such as fuel, food, water, medicine and others, makes necessities even more difficult to access. Lack of access to assistive devices , such as wheelchairs, walkers, hearing  aids and batteries, due to the Israeli forces not allowing these and other essential assistive devices to enter Gaza through humanitarian aid. Some persons with disabilities had their medical or assistive devices destroyed during Israeli strikes or had to leave them behind during the evacuation, which was already difficult to access due to Israeli restrictions on the movement of people and goods before October 7. Inability to use equipment powered by electricity due to the cut of power, such as elevators, food-grinding equipment or mobility scooters. Israeli attacks targeted emergency warehouses set up as part of humanitarian response plans for serving
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people with disabilities, with the majority of these being destroyed.(68)

Women and girls with disabilities face heightened vulnerability to sexual assault, sexual transmitted infections, and forced healthcare practices, such as abortion, because of limited access to sexual and reproductive health. There were reports of sexual violence in overcrowded shelters and during detainment pregnant women are struggling to access healthcare facilities, with many giving birth without anesthetics or other needed medications, as reported by Aljazeera. (69)

As a result of the intense fighting, and according to what happened in 2014 after 51 days of intensive combat, a third of the injured then had suffered disabling wounds that made them experience lifelong disability. In case the number of the injured remain stable at 132,000, the number of persons with disabilities will be increased at least by 44,000 persons with disabilities, a number equal to 75% of all the 58,000 claimed to be the total number of persons with disabilities in the strip. War disabilities require a great deal of psychological treatment, counselling and rehabilitation that may be a long and complicated process in many cases. (70)

The Situation in the West Bank

Discussing the situation in the West Bank deserves more data than those available. To reflect reality, it is necessary to compare the current situation of persons with disabilities, their organizations, the institutions serving and rehabilitating them.(71) In discussing the condition in Gaza focuses on how persons with disabilities fare under severe and ferocious war raging in every part of the narrow and densely populated enclave. In a parallel presentation, we will expose how Palestinian persons with disabilities fare in the different sites of fighting taking place in the major cities of the West Bank. Those cities in the different towns receive care and get served by OPDs and institutions that seem to be getting inoperable gradually. The reason for this is the lack of funds granted to them by the Palestinian national authority as well as by local and foreign donors. Another factor contributing to the limited role of many West
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Bank OPDs is the stricter security measures applied by the Israeli army and police, which make their movement almost non-existent. Many members and workers cannot travel daily between their homes and workplaces. (72) True, some of the work may take place from home, but this administrative part of the work does not constitute except a small percentage of the effective services provided by OPDs and institutions.

Amid escalating violence in the West Bank, persons with disabilities face severe barriers to healthcare, leading to devastating consequences for their health safety and dignity. The protracted conflict and ongoing occupation in the West bank have created persistent violence, road blockages and arbitrary arrests. The situation there escalated significantly following October 7, 2023. It reached a critical point in its different places after the ceasefire in Gaza. Since the beginning of 2025, Israeli forces’ operations have resulted in the death of 53 Palestinians, including 8 children, in the West Bank. These include 30 Palestinians killed in Jenin Governorate. (73)

Closures and enforced shutdowns of health facilities have severely disrupted healthcare, restricting patients’ access to critical care. Militarized searches of these facilities have endangered staff safety, and further hindered the delivery of essential medical services. Moreover, many health services have been damaged or destroyed, leaving them either impossible or significantly impaired, disrupting the continuity of care. Instances of physical aggression and detention targeting healthcare workers or retention of ambulances have further obstructed their ability to provide essential care, especially to the elderly and persons with disabilities. As of December 2024, WHO for the Occupied Palestinian Territory reported 659 attacks against the medical mission in the West Bank.(74) In May 2024 Humanity and Inclusion conducted a survey with 16 organizations working in healthcare and emergency response In the West Bank, focusing on the reduced access to healthcare in the West bank, particularly for persons with disabilities. The survey showed that 63% of respondents reported that healthcare accessibility across the West Bank has been severely impacted since October 7, 2023. The multi-disciplinary Rehabilitation Task Force in the West Bank was established and has been facilitated by Humanity and Inclusion since September 2023 under the umbrella of the Health Cluster. It coordinates
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preparedness and response to the escalating violence and its impact on local communities, in the West Bank, including East Jerusalem. The Task Force comprises of 18 international, governmental and local health organizations. It seeks to address gaps in post-trauma and rehabilitation services identified by a 2022 rapid needs assessment by Humanity and Inclusion, which found 86% of respondents unable to access necessary health and rehabilitation services due to mobility and affordability issues.(75) The forced reduction of accessibility by persons with disabilities to healthcare services denotes the curtailment of Western government spending on humanitarian agencies working round the world, at a time European governments increase defense expenditures and the aid and support to military actions of Ukraine and Israel. Oil rich Arab states do not have special aid programs to support social programs and projects. In addition, it is very difficult to transfer money through formal and informal channels from Arab sources to the PA/PNA.

This implies one important fact: Persons with disabilities may usually not be deemed a top priority for humanitarian actors. OPDs and disability institutions make the rights and services of this group of people their top priority, but their capacity is extremely limited. They need to cooperate with humanitarian actors, and have to change their collaboration into strategic long-term partnership, that may be translated into practical services available to those beneficiaries in emergency situations in particular. Palestinian OPDs in the West bank seem to be weakened by the different measures adopted by Israelis to limit the movement of Palestinians in their own land. The Palestinian Authority or Palestinian national authority need to increase its support materially and morally to such organizations that could be an effective intermediary between the government and the population. It is a significantly new strategic role OPDs need to carry out at present and in the near future.

Specific impacts on persons with disabilities and their organizations as documented by the Palestinian Union of Persons with Disabilities 

Without any bias or discrimination, the union which is AOPD member in Palestine, represents all Palestinian persons with disabilities of all types of disability, ages or sexes wherever they live, whether on Palestinian 
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territory or abroad wherever Palestinian communities live. Despite all international rules, conventions and traditions guaranteeing the rights of disabled people in times of war and peace, blunt violations by Israelis against this group of people take place. The first of such conventions is the Fourth Convention of Geneva, the first clause of its third article emphasizes the protection of civilians, particularly those with disabilities. The clause reads, “People who do not take part in hostilities, people incapable of fighting because of infirmity, wound, and detention or for any other reason, are treated in all circumstances humanely without any discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, belief, sex, birth or any other measure.”(76)

Despite being a state party to the CRPD, Israel continues violating the rights of Palestinian persons with disabilities. Article 11 of the Convention stipulates that “States parties shall take, in accordance with their obligations under international law, including international humanitarian law and international human rights law, all necessary measures to ensure the protection and safety of persons with disabilities in situations of risk, including situations of armed conflict, humanitarian emergencies and the occurrence of natural disasters.”

As of October 7, 2023, Israeli aggressions or hostilities against Palestinians with disabilities in Gaza seem to have been ongoing, and have not stopped. Many victims with disabilities can be affected or injured indirectly as a result of indiscriminate shelling of civilians and their houses or installations claimed by Israeli Defense Force to be facilities used by Hamas fighters or “terrorists,” as Israeli propaganda describes Palestinians resisting the Israeli occupation. However, a large number of war-disabled persons have been victims of the Israeli deliberate operations to kill as many Palestinians as possible to terrorize them and persuade them to leave their land when the battles are over. The Israeli army targets the schools and institutions for the rehabilitation of persons with disabilities. They also destroy the offices of the organizations of Palestinian persons with disabilities, as has happened to the five branches of the Palestinian Union active in the different governorates of the Gaza strip. (77) Those hostilities were preceded and accompanied by similar attacks against disabled people in the West Bank. That was stated in the newly issued report of the Palestinian Union of PWDs.
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Such aggressive attacks have directly affected the rights of Palestinians with disabilities to life, protection, personal security and integrity, as well as their rights to freedom of movement, health, employment, and education alongside guaranteeing the safety of their houses, properties, centers and institutions. The Union warns that it is not realistic or even practical and possible to properly count or even estimate the exact damages, losses and victims as a result of the ongoing hostilities in the Gaza strip before the end of the fighting. When the war is over, the damages and victims can be appropriately numerated. The resulting data can then be linked to the relief and reconstruction plans. (78)

According to the Palestinian Union of Persons with Disabilities, “Any Military order or warning issued to Palestinians to evacuate represents a mere pretext to justify the illegality of Israeli hostile actions against the people they occupy their territories. (79) Persons with physical, mental or sensory disabilities are deemed unable to comply with such measures, particularly with the disconnection of communication, Internet and the full destruction of the infrastructure.” Following such instructions makes those persons directly exposed to injuries and even death.(80) Furthermore, “there is no way to overlook the fact that the Israeli occupation is one of the major reasons for disability among Palestinians as well as for the increase of the number of disabled Palestinians,” states the report of the Palestinian Union. With the support of the Israeli army, militant settlers attack civilian Palestinians, killing them and injuring and disabling many of the wounded by trying to shoot one’s arms, legs, ears or eyes. The occupation has always sought to ravage Palestinian properties and stop or slow down the rate of Palestinian economic growth, according to many Palestinian observers asked by different news agencies. Since 2007, the Gaza Strip has been under illegal and unlawful siege. The siege has been imposed for more than eighteen years, and has denied 2.3 Million Palestinians their rights to protection, safety and integrity.(81) In addition, it has negatively affected persons with disabilities in particular with a clear and recorded increase in the percentage of disabled people as a consequence of the numerous and repetitive Israeli wars against the Gazans in 2008, 2012, 2014, 2019, 2021, 2022and the current genocide war waged against the narrow and densely populated Strip.(82) While the genocide has been 
78. Disability Debrief, Disability in Palestine: News and Resources.

79. Report of the General Palestinian Union in Arabic, not published yet.

80. ibid.

81. Disability Debrief, Disability in Palestine: News and Resources.

82. Report of the General Palestinian Union in Arabic, not published yet.
perpetrated by indiscriminate shelling of civilians, it has been common for Israelis to shoot Palestinians’  on purpose their eyes, upper and lower limbs, ban the reception of any humanitarian aid sent to the besieged Gazans, including medicines, hospital needs and requirements. What affects the population in general, and children in particular, is the starvation tactics applied by the Israeli army. They do not allow any foodstuffs to enter the Gaza Strip. Hunger and malnutrition may cause different disabilities to babies and children. (83)

The Palestinian Union claims that the prevailing unhelpful conditions as a result of the war and besiege lead to the increase of the wounded, particularly those injured in a way that may cause a permanent disability (the loss of one or more limb, one or both eyes, the deafening of one or both ears). No matter whether they are children, old people, unarmed women and men, or even persons with disabilities, the Palestinians fall victims to such deliberate assaults by soldiers in the Gaza Strip and by armed militant settlers, who often attack unarmed Palestinians in the different towns and villages in the West Bank. (84)

What makes the supposition of exercising double discrimination against Palestinian persons with disabilities by Israeli authorities come true is the fact the Israelis do not take positive initiative towards disabled Palestinians. The government does not adopt any of the necessary measures to neutralize persons with disabilities, or rather save them from the direct consequences aggression against the Palestinian population. They are not allowed to take out their assistive devices, medicines and other requirements when they are forced to be displaced, or forced to leave their houses temporarily, persisting thus in the violation of their rights and endangering their safety. Many persons with disabilities have been injured and even killed by the indiscriminate Israeli bombardment. The Israelis do not refrain from detaining persons with disabilities without them being accused of doing anything against the Israeli security forces. (85) that is a real violation of the rights of persons with disabilities enshrined by the CRPD to which Israel is a state party.

It is noteworthy that the official percentage of disabled persons in Palestine is minimal at 2.1% of the whole population. (86) The total number of Palestinians with disabilities seems quite small and low, 
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despite the common tradition of close relative marriage, and almost incessant exposure to armed aggressions and shootings by militant settlers and army or police officers. Such incidents normally help to raise the number and percentage of persons with disabilities. The last census carried out by the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics a short while before October 7, 2023 showed that the total number of Palestinians with disabilities was only equal to 117,000 individuals. The percentage of those people varies significantly between the West Bank and Gaza. Of them 59000 live in the West Bank, where their percentage is 1.8%. The number of disabled people in Gaza is slightly smaller being equal to 58000 individuals; but a slightly higher percentage of 2.6% is recorded among Gazans.(87) Those figures may raise a number of questions about the classification of disability by Palestinian statisticians and state officers. It also leads many wondering whether the claims of certain parties (INGOs, OPDs and some sociologists) about the possible increase of the number of disabled Palestinians after the war in Gaza and the repeated Israeli military operations against the different West Bank cities could be trusted. However, it is noteworthy to mention that the number of disability card holders in Lebanon do not exceed 130000 persons.(88) That implies that their percentage can be estimated at 2.6% if we consider the total population at five millions. This rate may go up to 3.25% if the population is regarded no more than four millions, i.e., only those staying in the country, and not going abroad to work and live. That fact makes people wonder whether the World Health Organization exaggerates the percentage and total number of people with disabilities round the world that has around one billion person with disabilities, with at least 15% rate among the nearly eight billions living on Earth.

A basic justification for the minimal numbers and percentages is the strict system of disability classification adopted by Palestine, Lebanon and almost all other Arab Countries, where the average of disability prevalence is no higher than 4.9% in the whole Arab region, according to the official statistics adopted by the Economic and social Commission for West Asia (ESCWA at least till the beginning of the third decade of the 21st century). In many advanced, industrial countries disability classification is much more realistic and less strict, with people classified as disabled even if their disability is far below 40%. In many cases, a 20% or even 10% disability may make a person actually in need for aids and special equipment to allow them to lead normal lives. 
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Another reason for the small number and low percentage is using a strict categorization of disabilities, with only mental, physical and sensory disabilities. It does not consider psychosocial disability as a separate one. Under the current classification system, the multi-disability cases may not be considered a separate category requiring a lower threshold for classification. If the predominant disability is physical with slight visual handicap, persons are considered as having a single disability. 

Psychosocial disability is not regarded as a separate and independent disability on its own. In Lebanon, for example, it is considered a disability, but it is classified under mental or cognitive disability, which may not allow many people with this disability to be classified as disabled. In Palestine, which has a disability law based on UN Standard rules like Lebanon, there does not seem to be a clear classification of psychosocial disability. It is not clear whether they classify it under Mental or cognitive disability. That does not only diminish the total number of persons with disabilities, but can also be misleading as for the consideration of the different needs and requirements for an individual to be correctly and fully rehabilitated. The same could be true to what is taking place in terms of disability classification, with Palestine and Lebanon adopting disability laws compatible with the United Nations’ Standard rules.

It is not easy to figure out how services for disability rehabilitation and the realization of disability rights can be improved at a time everything seems to be deteriorating because of the Israeli occupation exercising double discrimination against Palestinians with disabilities. To demand proper rights for those people will certainly come in the second rank after calling for the proper conduct of the occupying force towards all Palestinians. With the increased number of disabled individuals in both Gaza and the West Bank, it is normal for Palestinian Authorities to pay greater attention in the future to the needs, demands and rights of persons with disabilities. What may look promising in that respect is the repeated reference by Palestinian authority reports on Sustainable Development Reports to the situation of persons with disabilities, as noticed by disabled individuals attending the Arab Forum for Sustainable Development held at the ESCWA Premise in Beirut every year in March or April.

Recommendations

The proposals or suggestions presented below are not a solution of a complex problem that will develop into a bigger and more complicated problem. The following can form some indicators to provide assistance to different actors in their efficiently important roles. However, the proposals concerning the CRPD Committee and the United Nations are in fact the key to assist in making other recommendations more liable to be carried out successfully by the different actors involved.

Recommendations to the CRPD committee and UN

The first recommendations need to be directed to the CRPD Committee and the United Nations and other international bodies. The CRPD Committee has to remind Israel that it is an occupying force, and has to abide by the Geneva Conventions and protocols for the occupation of foreign land and controlling their population.  At the same time, the United Nations Security Council must act decisively to hold Israel accountable for violations of the Geneva Conventions, the CRPD (articles 11, 18 and 25), and UNSC resolution 2475 of 2019 which mandates protection for persons with disabilities in conflict. This includes imposing sanctions for attacks on healthcare facilities, aid blockades and forced displacement, which disproportionately harm disabled people.

A special dedicated UN commission should document crimes and disability-specific violations, such as Israel’s denial of accessible evacuation routes, and attacks on persons with disabilities in Gaza and the West Bank towns and refugee camps (for example, Aseel and Afaf , two sisters with intellectual disability trapped in displacement camp). The proposed commission will form a monitoring mechanism. The CRPD Committee need to be directly linked to that mechanism.

UN agencies must prioritize persons with disabilities in aid distribution, including gluten-free food for celiac sufferers (as highlighted in Gaza’s malnutrition, and even starvation, crisis), and assistive devices like wheelchairs, which are systematically blocked. Increase disability-inclusive aid (e.g., tactile maps, sign language interpreters). Ensuring accessible humanitarian aid is not enough if it is not accompanied by making sure assistive devices reach those in need,, alongside exerting pressure by the United Nations and Israel’s allies to secure ceasefire and safe zones. The UN must demand immediate ceasefire agreements and accessible evacuation corridors, as disabled people face higher risk during forced displacements (e.g., 15% of Gaza’s displaced population are persons with disabilities lacking ramps or adapted toilets. Support emergency rehabilitation services by funding mobile clinics, trauma counselling and prosthetic limb centers for newly disabled individuals, particularly children.

It should be noted that the International Criminal Court and UN human rights bodies have the responsibility of investigating war crimes. Document and prosecute violations against persons with disabilities, including deliberate attacks on healthcare facilities and forced displacement. Monitor compliance with the CRPD and hold Israel accountable for breeches of disability rights under occupation, including movement restrictions and denial of medical care. End double discrimination. Israeli authorities must cease treating disabled Palestinians as security threats and ensure equal access to healthcare, movement and safety. Combat settlers’ violence to protect Palestinians with disabilities in the West Bank from attacks by armed settlers, ensuring accountability for perpetrators.

Recommendations to the Israeli occupation authorities

It seems unreasonable and illogical if proposals do not address the Israeli government and propose their ending blockades on medical and disability aid. Israel must allow unrestricted entry of critical supplies (e.g. prosthetics, hearing aids) and stop obstructing aid convoys, which has led to starvation and preventable deaths among persons with disabilities. Israeli army has to stop attacks on healthcare and rehabilitation centers. Bombardment of hospitals, dispensaries and rehabilitation centers (e.g., Kamal Adwan Hospital, where persons with disabilities lost access to care. Israelis must permit free movement of persons with disabilities, and grant them travel permits for those needing urgent medical treatment, as Israel’s closure of the Rafah Crossing has trapped thousands, including children and adults with war-related injuries that cause temporary or permanent disabilities. Investigate settler violence and prosecute militant settlers attacking persons with disabilities in the West bank, where violence has displaced over 6200 Palestinians, including children with disabilities.

Recommendations to humanitarian actors

Recommendations need to be targeting humanitarian agents and donors. They have to distribute assistive devices and mental health support. Persons with disability in Gaza face trauma from repeated displacement and bullying in camps. Not only aid should be targeted to disabled people, but humanitarian organizations (whether NGOs or UN agencies) have to support local OPDs by funding associations like Stars of Hope and the General Palestinian Federation to lead recovery efforts, ensuring persons with disabilities are included in decision-making processes. Advocate of persons with disabilities in Media by amplifying stories like Raneem’s sisters in Shati Camp in North Gaza. Humanitarian agencies need to mobilize global action against neglect.

Recommendations to OPDs

Some proposals need to be directed to OPDs because these organizations will carry out a more salient role from now onwards. OPDs need to increase their managerial and administrative capacities to fulfill many new duties to aid persons with disabilities. Another proposal is the work on developing good practical and strategic relationship with humanitarian actors on one hand, and with the government on the other. OPDs need also to develop an effectively practical relation with the public whether persons with disabilities or with the common people.

Recommendations to the Palestinian authority and Hamas

As for the PNA or PA in the West Bank and even Hamas  in Gaza, they need to enforced Palestinian disability law no. 4 (1999) and health insurance system for persons with disabilities (2021), ensuring free healthcare and rehabilitation services. The Pa will have to continue enjoying a strategic relationship with the OPDs as well as with the humanitarian agencies whether local ones or foreign NGOs and UN organizations. People in authority need to improve data collection to update disability statistics to reflect war-related injuries and ensure inclusive planning for reconstruction. Strengthen OPDs and provide them with funding logistical support to different groups. Moreover, the PA has to strengthen its ties with all the other parties concerned with the rescue, aid and reconstruction plans and activities.  The PA need to strengthen disability-inclusive policies while integrating persons with disabilities in emergency plans and allocate funding for organization like the (General Union) of Persons with disabilities, especially for trauma support.

In conclusion, the genocidal conditions in Gaza and escalating violence in the West Bank have created a “tragedy within a tragedy” for Palestinians with disabilities. Immediate action is needed to save lives, while long-term strategies must dismantle systematic discrimination and ensure disability justice under occupation. 
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