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Madam Chair, 
Burkina Faso has the pleasure to address you in its capacity as the Chair of the Committee on Victim Assistance of the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention, which includes Austria, the Netherlands and Sri Lanka.
The Committee on Victim Assistance has been attending CRPD’s annual meetings for several years and sincerely appreciate your efforts in promoting the rights of persons with disabilities.
Allow me to start by offering a brief introduction on the Convention and why your work is important to us. 
164 States are party to the 1997 Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention. Article 6.3 of the Convention requires a State Party to assist mine survivors and affected families and communities – which are collectively referred to as ‘mine victims’. The Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention was the first disarmament Convention to recognise the needs and rights of individuals, families and communities affected by indiscriminate weapon, namely anti-personnel mines. This provision has set a positive and enabling precedent in the field of humanitarian disarmament and now multiple disarmament regimes include provisions to address the rights and needs of affected people. Most mine victims that survive accidents, acquire impairments and become persons with disabilities. Here is where the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention directly intersects with the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 
The States Parties to the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention have long embraced a rights-based and non-discriminatory approach ensuring any efforts carried out under victim assistance, include other persons with disabilities. The role of our Committee is to advance such understanding and to support States Parties with victim assistance responsibilities in their national efforts towards fulfilling their obligations.  
Colleagues, 
In November 2024, the States Parties to the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention came together for the Convention’s Fifth Review Conference in Siem Reap, Cambodia and adopted a new five-year action plan, which is named as the Siem Reap-Angkor Action Plan (SRAP). 
The 2025-2029 SRAP includes ten actions on victim assistance, and allow me to highlight some of the commitments as relate to the CRPD: 
· The States Parties reaffirm commitments to ensure the full, equal and effective participation of mine victims in society based on respect for human rights, gender equality, equity, and diverse needs, inclusion, and non-discrimination;
· The Action Plan strengthens synergies between disability rights and victim assistance, including by making three direct references to the CRPD. Our last action plan had made one reference to the CRPD;
· Building on the previous action plan, SRAP requires to ensuring the safety and protection of mine victims in situations of risks and emergencies, which complements the Article 11 of the CRPD;  
· The SRAP requires the States Parties to do more to ensure stronger national implementation support mechanisms, such as active focal point, inter-ministerial and inter-sectoral coordination, national plan and strategy, monitoring and reporting; 
· The Action Plan requires the States Parties to increase efforts to provide tangible services such as rehabilitation and assistive technology, health care, psychosocial support, peer support, and socio-economic services; and
· Most importantly a greater emphasis is given to participation and inclusion of mine survivors and their representative organisations.   
For more information, please look at the SRAP, which is available on the Convention’s website. 
Madam Chair, 
On 12 March, at our annual Victim Assistance Retreat we learned that the work on finalisation of the Article 11 General Comment progresses well. We also learned that the Committee plans to develop a second General Comment on Article 11 to assist the implementation of this important provision on the ground. We welcome such an effort, and we look forward to providing inputs to the second General Comment as well.  Worth to also mention that we greatly appreciate your Secretariat (Mr. Jorge Araya and Ms. Catherinne Pedreros) for their good work and collaboration with the Implementation Support Unit of the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention. Such collaboration is indeed important to ensuring greater synergies in our work. 
Dear colleagues, 
39 States Parties[footnoteRef:2] to the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention reported having mine victims in areas under their jurisdiction or control. 38 of them are party to the CRPD and one of them is a signatory. From our work and interaction with the States Parties that implement victim assistance, we observe increasing efforts invested into the implementation of the CRPD and in line with our mandate, we encourage inclusion of victim assistance into CRPD frameworks.  [2:  The following States Parties to the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention reported mine victims in areas under their territory or control: Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angola, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Burundi, Cambodia, Chad, Chile, Colombia, Croatia, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, El Salvador, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Guinea-Bissau, Iraq, Jordan, Mali, Mauritania, Mozambique, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Niger, Palestine (State of), Peru, Senegal, Serbia, Somalia, South Sudan, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Tajikistan, Thailand, Türkiye, Uganda, Ukraine, Yemen and Zimbabwe.] 

We noted that some of the country reports that you will consider this year come from the States Parties with victim assistance obligations under the Convention, such as Mozambique, Nigeria, Colombia, Mali, and the State of Palestine. We would like to kindly invite you to include the plight of mine survivors in your interaction with the respective States and in your consideration of their reports this year. The Committee on Victim Assistance and our Implementation Support Unit (ISU) will be available for further engagement in this regard.
Thank you. 




