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Madame Chair,
Distinguished Members of the Committee,

	As a head of delegation for Mongolia, I am delighted to be here for this dialogue with the Committee for the review of the fifth periodic report on the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

	Now, let me introduce members of my delegation:

Ms.J.Tsolmon	Adviser to the Minister for Education, Culture, Science and Sports,
Ms.S.Tungalagtamir 	Director, Population Development Department, Ministry of 
   	Labour and Social Protection,
Ms.D.Oyunchimeg 	Director, Public Administration and Management Department, Ministry of Health, 
Mr.O.Altansukh		Head, Family, Child and Youth Development Agency, 
Mr.O.Khuyagtsogt 		Head, Budget Expenditure Division, Ministry of Finance, 
Mr.Ya.Javkhlan 	Senior Specialist, Legislative Policy Implementation Department, Ministry of Justice, 
Ms.J.Shiilegpurev	Specialist, Population Development Department, Ministry of Labour and Social Protection,
Ms.D.Khaliun	Interpreter

	During the reporting period, the Government of Mongolia has achieved considerable success with the MDGs. The population of Mongolia has reached 3.1 million. Percentage of those aged 0-19 account for 34.4 percent of the total population. Maternal and infant mortality have constantly decreased and basic education enrolment showed significant increase. The Government attaches a high priority to improving a quality of education sector in Mongolia. 

Developing mining infrastructure with medium and long term economic benefits, increasing exports, creating jobs, reducing poverty and increasing income level still remain as main challenges. According to the preliminary statistics by the National Statistics Office, per capita GDP has reached 7.7 million tugriks, which is equivalent to 3.8 thousand USD, rate of GDP growth is 1.0 percent, unemployment rate is 8.6 percent, inflation rate is 1.1 percent and foreign trade balance is 1.5 billion USD compared to the previous year.

	The Government Action Plan for 2016-2020 contains specific targets aimed at protecting and promoting the right of the child to adequate standard of living, a healthy and safe environment, education, freedom of expression and participation. 

	Madame Chair,

	The Government of Mongolia has been constantly undertaking measures to implement the Convention on the Rights of the Child and its Optional Protocols and to bring the national laws and regulations in conformity with international obligations. Concrete measures to improve the legal environment and structure have been successfully implemented as a follow up to the Committee’s recommendations provided during the previous review. 

An enabling legal environment to address issues of child neglect, abuse, exploitation and all forms of violence has been created as a result of recent legal reforms. The Law on the Protection of the Rights of the Child has been revised and adopted into a new Law on the Rights of the Child. The Law on Domestic Violence has been revised and the Law on Child Protection, the Law on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Law on Child Care Services have been adopted and implemented.

	Furthermore, Criminal Code, Law on Infringement, Criminal Procedure Code, Infringement Procedure Code and Law on Police have been revised and adopted, and are to enter into force on 1 July 2017.   

	The Law on the Rights of the Child  and Law on Child Protection clearly defines powers and responsibilities of public organizations and legal persons engaged in child protection and reflects upon developing an effective national mechanism to monitor the implementation of the rights of the child, raising public awareness on child protection issues, improving capacity building of the public officials with regard to child protection issues, building an integrated inter-sectorial routine administrative database on child rights’, as well as enhancing cooperation among all the relevant stakeholders.

	The revised Law on Domestic Violence provides a legal basis for detecting domestic violence, protecting the life, health and safety of victims, providing relevant services and undertaking preventive measures, as well as obliges citizens, teachers and workers of educational institutions, health and social workers, civil servants and NGO staff to report on suspected domestic violence cases. 

The newly adopted revised Criminal Code contains a chapter on “Criminal charges to be imposed on adolescents”, which is added with a view to reduce imprisonment charges, to adjust charges for the reason of child’s upbringing, age and psychological state and to give preference to education and preventive measures over imprisonment. Moreover, it contains a new chapter on “Crimes against child”, which criminalizes crimes committed against children. For instance, it stipulates that if a person intentionally engaged a child in a dangerous work that is harmful to children’s physical and mental state that act shall be qualified as a crime and the person shall be criminally liable. 
 
	The Law on Family, Law on Maternal and Child Health and Labour Code are currently under revision.

	Madame Chair,
Distinguished members,

	The current economic situation of Mongolia requires us to deal with a challenge to not reduce budgetary allocations to child’s health, education, social protection sectors in the coming years, as well as to further improving access to and quality of these services. The Government effectively pursues efforts to revive economic stability and promote child and family friendly social protection policy. 

For instance a draft law on providing monetary allowances to mothers as well as single parents has been elaborated and submitted to the Parliament for consideration. The draft law includes provisions on increasing mother’s social insurance contributions that have been paid by adding 1.5 years per each child, providing 100 percent of maternity allowance for mothers with compulsory insurance with an aim to contribute to favourable child bearing and raising environment. 

A quality of social services designed for families and children has significantly improved, and social workers have been employed nationwide at health and education institutions, in every administrative units as well as law enforcement agencies. 

Madame Chair, 

	Mongolia has successfully achieved the MDG target to reduce child mortality by decreasing under-five mortality rate by 4 times in 2015 compared to that of 1990 through implementing Immunization Program and National Program on Reproductive Health, and through measures taken to improve infant and child nutrition, promote breast feeding and expand the coverage of an essential package for child survival.	

However, extreme continental climate conditions, rapid urbanization, disparities between urban and rural livelihood and income pose formidable obstacles to access to quality health care and services. In this connection, the Government has paid priority attention to improving and expanding the variety of primary health care services, introducing remote diagnostics, telemedicine, mobile clinic services, providing advanced medical and diagnostic techniques, including cardiac angiography, computer-tomography, DNA testing to the health care facilities. 
	
	Adolescent health remains another priority issue for the Government as adolescent health risks raising from harmful habits such as digital screen addiction, nutrition, sexual and reproductive health have increased over the recent years. To meet the specific needs of adolescents, adolescent friendly clinics have been established in all districts and provinces. 

The Government of Mongolia has adopted the State Policy on Health for 2017-2026, Law on Health, Law on Maternal, Child and Reproductive Health, Program on Prevention and Control of Infectious Diseases during 2017-2021 and reestablished Health Support Fund over the past two years, which has significantly contributed to improving child and adolescent health situation in the country. 

Madame Chair,
Distinguished members, 

	Since the submission of the national report, pre-school, primary and secondary school enrolment has considerably increased. In particular, the pre-school enrolment has increased by 1.1 unit and reached 79.2 percent, primary school enrolment by 0.7 unit reaching 97.0 percent and secondary education enrolment by 2.9 unit thus reaching 97.0 percent respectively in the academic year of 2016 - 2017.

	In 2015, within the framework of improving legal environment of education sector, the Government of Mongolia has revised the ''State Policy on Education”, which was adopted in 1995.

	In 2016, the Law on Education and the Law on Primary and Secondary Education have been respectively amended to include new provisions on providing support in teaching Mongolian language, history, culture and tradition to the children with Mongolian citizenship living abroad; creating equal learning environments for the children with disabilities considering the physical capability and development specifics of the child; imposing criminal liability for teachers and tutors for such acts as physical or psychological abuse, discretion of students’ personal information, forcefully imposing to buy textbooks; ensuring sanitation and hygiene safety in schools; involving teachers, parents and guardians, students in preventing and monitoring child rights’ violations in schools.	

In regards to special schools for the children with disabilities, Laboratory on Training and Diagnostics has been established with a purpose to improve access to and quality of special schools. Teachers and tutors for special schools are trained at national level. The schools are provided with books and materials specifically designed to meet the needs of a child with mental disorder and hearing impairment. 

Madame Chair, 

	Mongolia has ratified all three Optional Protocols to the Convention on the Rights of the Child. The Optional Protocol on a Communication procedure was ratified in 2015. Pursuant to the Committee’s recommendation, child accessible system for the reception and processing of complaints brought by children in person or through a legal representative has been established. The Government closely monitors resolution of the received complaints. 

	Furthermore, a free of charge 24 hour Child Helpline call center with 4 channels has been established in 2016. The Center receives 15000 calls per month, and provides necessary information and advices related to child protection. This service positively contributes to monitoring the receipt and processing of complaints by children. 

In accordance with the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography, a number of provisions have been reflected in the revised Criminal Code. Criminal penalty for acts such as forcing under-aged persons into prostitution or other forms of sexual relations with others, child slavery, intentionally advertising pornographic content, forcing the child to do pornographic acts are liable to criminal responsibility. Revised Criminal Code also reflects upon issues related to criminal procedure and investigations with regard to the specific needs of the victim and witnesses, while the issue of ensuring security for victims and witnesses of the above mentioned acts is elaborated in the Law on Protection of Crime Witnesses and Victims.   

Pursuant to the National Security Council recommendation on Measures to protect children from adverse influence of internet and media, a public private partnership program on Child protection in cyber environment has been developed. The program measures were directed towards raising public awareness and prevention and implemented in cooperation with private sector, press and media organizations and mobile network operators. 

	The Government of Mongolia has fulfilled its obligation under the Optional Protocol on the involvement of children in armed conflicts. The Law on Military Service, adopted by the Parliament in September 2016, stipulates that citizens of Mongolia aged 18-25 years shall be recruited to military service. Under this Law children and adolescents do not serve in armed forces and do not participate in relations linked to military service. The key concept is to protect children and youth from armed conflicts and confrontation.

	Madame Chair, 
	Distinguished Members,

	Mongolia has adopted Sustainable Development Vision 2030, a national strategy to be implemented in three stages, and Population Development Policy in 2016. A comprehensive national child development and protection program has been drafted and submitted to the Parliament for consideration.

	The Government of Mongolia is fully committed towards implementing the SDG goal to ensure inclusive and quality education through promoting preschool, primary and secondary school enrolment and improving social protection. We regard that the responsibility to provide favourable environment for the children to learn and study Mongolian culture and tradition, assist in developing one’s skills and opportunities, and supporting the children to develop and grow into a citizen with high moral standards, knowledgeable, creative and responsible, lays with parents, guardians and the state. It is a human development challenge. 

Finally, on behalf of the Government of Mongolia and on myself I would like to express sincere gratitude to the UN and other international organizations for the cooperation and technical assistance that play an important role in upholding, ensuring and protecting child rights in Mongolia.  


	Thank you. 
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