Implementation by Morocco of the CEDAW convention

Summary in English of 
the Moroccan coalition parallel report to the 5th and 6th periodic reports of the Moroccan government
(The parallel report is written in French)

While several strategies and programs have been put in place in Morocco since its last periodic report (2008) thanks to the monitoring and advocacy of NGOs that fight for the effectiveness of women's rights, the reforms undertaken by the Moroccan government have not been developed on the basis of the universal principles and values ​​of human rights, nor were they carried out with a comprehensive and concerted approach among the various stakeholders. Therefore, the ‘achievements’ of this period do not provide a comprehensive and effective response to women's rights and the fight against discrimination and violence against them. 
The statistics remain alarming in terms of access to justice, education, employment, access of women to elected and administrative mandates and positions, to governance bodies, health, social protection, land and housing. The cross-cutting integration of women's rights and gender equality in national laws and policies has not been achieved yet. The results obtained are not enough to reduce gender inequalities that continue to manifest in all areas. The participation of women in the processes of planning and implementing development policies remains disparate and fragile; women's literacy remains very slow and women's economic participation continues to be limited.
The activity rate of women in Morocco is very low. Women work in low-productivity sectors and hold low-skilled and low-paid jobs. The social security system is still restricted to the formal sector, dominated by a patriarchal culture; and many women and girls, mainly the most vulnerable (heads of households, seasonal workers, domestic workers, workers in sectors of agriculture, crafts and industry, and those working in the informal sector in general), are excluded from this system.
The COVID 19 pandemic has exacerbated gender inequalities and exposed the inadequacies of the reforms undertaken in terms of integrating women's rights into law and public policies, as well as the failings of mechanisms for the protection and promotion of women’s rights. Indeed, the protection of women against violence and vulnerability has not been integrated into emergency measures to combat the impact of the pandemic. Domestic violence has increased worryingly, and women workers, mainly in the informal sector who live on a daily income found themselves without pay nor social protection and sinking into precariousness and vulnerability.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The parallel report, coordinated by the Association Démocratique des Femmes du Maroc (ADFM) – NGO in consultative status with the ECOSOC - was drafted with the contribution of 21 Moroccan feminist and human rights NGOs. The purpose of this report is to convey to the pre-sessional working group for the 79th session the NGOs’ concerns regarding the effectiveness of women's rights in Morocco. 
More specifically, the main concerns of the coalition relate to (the parallel report is structured according to these concerns):
1. The shortcomings in the implementation by Morocco of its international commitments; 
2. The deficiencies in harmonizing Morocco’s legal arsenal with the international conventions while the Moroccan constitution of 2011 stipulates the supremacy of international conventions ratified by morocco. The report particularly highlights the shortcomings in the laws and their implementation (Family law, the Penal law, Law 103-13 relating to combating violence against women, Law n ° 19.12 relative to domestic workers, Law No. 27.14 relating to the fight against trafficking in persons, Organic Law No. 27.11 related to the House of Representatives and Organic Law No. 59.11 relating to the election of members of the councils of local authorities and organic finance law n ° 130.13);
3-The government’s ineffectiveness in including the measures required for the effectiveness of women's rights in public policies and development programs: In the parallel report, the coalition opted to display the shortcomings in the National Action Plan for Democracy and Human Rights (PANDH), the Government Equality Plan (PGE) and the Gender Report document annexed each year to the draft finance law;
4-The failure of national mechanisms for legal remedies and for the protection of women's rights to fully fulfill their mandate: In this sense, the report focuses on Law No. 79.14 relating to the Authority for Parity and the Fight against All Forms of Discrimination (APALD), on the fight against gender- based violence and on women's access to justice.
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