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[bookmark: _GoBack]1.	The Working Group on Inquiries under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women held its Twelfth session from 14 to 15 February 2019 in Geneva.  Five members attended the session (Hilary Gbedemah- Chair, Marion Bethel-Vice Chair, Gunnar Bergby, Dalia Leinarte and Rosario Manalo as an ad hoc member). 
2.	At the beginning of the session, the Working Group adopted its agenda.
3.	 The Working Group was briefed by the Chief of the Groups in Focus Section, Human Rights Treaties Branch, Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) on various issues relating to inquiries including on resources to undertake inquiry visits. The Working Group reiterated its concern at the lack of human and financial resources to fully undertake its mandate under the inquiry procedure. 
4.	The Working Group was informed that:  
(a)	In relation to inquiry No. 2017/3, the State party transmitted a Note verbale to the Secretariat requesting the Committee to review its decision to conduct an inquiry alleging that the source of information is not credible and that it is outside the scope of the mandate of the Committee to deliberate on the State party’s fight against terrorism; 
(b)	 In relation to inquiry Nos. 2014/3; and 2014/2, following the Committee’s decisions to designate members to conduct these inquiries, the States parties have not responded to the Committee’s requests and reminders to a visit to their territories;
(c)	In relation to inquiry Nos. 2011/4, designated members conducted an inquiry visit to the territory of the State party from 3 to 14 December 2018; and
(d)	In relation to inquiry No. 2011/1, concerning Canada, the State party had not submitted information on the status of implementation of the Committee’s recommendations under the follow up procedure pursuant to article 9 of the Optional Protocol despite a reminder sent by the Secretariat on 21 November 2018.
5.	The Working Group also discussed matters in relation to inquiry Nos. 2016/1; 2014/2; 2014/3; 2013/1; and 2012/1.
		Action taken at the twelfth session 
6.	The Working Group decided:
		(a)	In relation to inquiry Nos. 2014/1 and 2011/2 concerning Kyrgyzstan and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, respectively, to invite the States parties to submit, within 6 months, follow-up information to the Committee’s recommendations contained in respective inquiry reports;
(b)	In relation to inquiry No. 2011/1 concerning Canada, to request the Chair of the Working Group on Inquiries to meet the Permanent Representative of Canada during the Committee’s seventy-second session to discuss the delay in the submission of the follow up report;
(c)	 In relation to inquiry No. 2010/1 concerning the Philippines, to submit for consideration and adoption by the Committee, the follow up assessment report of the Working Group. Ms. Manalo recused herself during the deliberations; and
	7.	The Working Group will hold its Thirteenth session from 27 to 28 June 2019 in Geneva.
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