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Pakistan’s 24th to 26th Combined Periodic Report Review under ICERD
(Geneva, 8-9 August 2024)
Concluding Remarks by the Head of Delegation
 Senator Samina Mumtaz Zehri
Distinguished Mr. Michal Balcerzak, Chair of the Committee,
Esteemed Mr. Country Rapporteur, Madam Co-Rapporteur, and Members of the Committee,
Dear colleagues, 
Ladies and gentlemen,
On behalf of my delegation, I am profoundly grateful to all esteemed Committee members for their constructive engagement throughout the review of Pakistan’s combined 24th to 26th periodic reports to give effect to the Convention.
It has been an honour and a privilege for my delegation to represent Pakistan at this review.
As one of the ICERD’s first signatories, Pakistan’s commitment to the elimination of all forms of discrimination on the basis of race, colour, descent, or national or ethnic origin has always remained sacrosanct. 
As a diverse and vibrant country with multiple ethnic groups, languages and religions and a mosaic of cultural heritage, Pakistan has always attached the greatest importance to our cherished principles of equality of all citizens before the law and non-discrimination on the grounds of race or religion, among others.
From the green and white of our national flag to the vast array of mother tongues we all speak at home, the people of Pakistan take great pride in and draw strength from our national diversity. 
This constellation may seem difficult to define or delineate, but for us it is the essence of what it means to be Pakistani.
Distinguished Members of the Committee, 
The international consensus on the elimination of racial discrimination has its roots in abhorrent ideas of racial superiority.
The manifestations of these ideas were on full display during the dark ages of slavery, colonialism and various concepts like “Manifest Destiny”, “White Man’s Burden” and “the Civilising Mission” (French, “la mission civilatrice”).
As one of the first countries to achieve decolonisation and independence as the result of a political struggle for self-determination in the immediate aftermath of the Second World War, Pakistan’s creation was a powerful rejoinder to these regressive, discriminatory notions.
For us in Pakistan, the drivers of racial discrimination were put to rest not just when ICERD was finalised, but when the Holy Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) delivered his Last Sermon in the 7th Century. Discrimination among people from different ethnic groups or speaking different languages is unthinkable.
But that does not mean things are perfect.
Distinguished Members of the Committee, 
Racial discrimination may have its roots in misguided ideals of superiority, but it can also happen in a non-systemic and non-systematic way. 
When resources are scarce and challenges are abundant, the phenomena of otherization and prejudice find it easier to take root.
In Pakistan, we face acute challenges of underdevelopment and debt. When taken together with our growing population, priorities such as food security, education and health care become increasingly urgent yet difficult.  
These factors are compounded by the paradoxical injustice of climate change, wherein we are simultaneously amongst the most vulnerable countries despite being one of its lowest contributors. 
The climate-induced floods of 2022 alone – in the recent past – are particularly telling. 
In that single episode alone, 20.6 million of our people required humanitarian relief, making it one of the largest disaster displacement events in recent history. Meanwhile, reconstruction needs amounted to $16.3 billion over and above the $15.2 billion in economic losses. These are astronomical sums that any economy would find exceedingly difficult to address.
Atop these challenges, we must contend with technological transformation and the impact of disinformation and misinformation on social media. 
In the era of 5th generation warfare, we are witnessing orchestrated campaigns aimed at propagating hatred and intolerance, while undercutting state efforts to foster inclusion and harmony. 
Hostile actors such as extremist and terrorist groups, and their backers, utilise these spaces to create echo chambers that are veritable breeding grounds of instability and violence.
And finally, the geopolitical winds are shifting. 
In our region, as in other parts of the world, majoritarianism is on the rise and discrimination and hatred are being mainstreamed as political forces. No country, no polity and no society are safe from the warping influence of hatred and fear-mongering, as recent events have shown only too amply.
And yet, no matter how difficult or uphill the task may appear, Pakistan is resolved and determined to uphold its cherished principles of non-discrimination and equality before the law. 
As our conversation has made clear, our shared purpose is neither to understate nor to exaggerate the challenges, but to deal in a level-headed way with practical issues and improve the lives of individuals.
Distinguished Members of the Committee, 
The elimination of all forms of racial discrimination was never going to be an easy task. Yet here we are; having difficult conversations at an exceedingly difficult time. 
The Committee deserves our appreciation for engaging in a candid conversation about the forms and manifestations of racial discrimination. Pakistan remains sincerely grateful for the Committee’s support and engagement. 
Together, we have largely been able together to move beyond basic definitional issues and towards addressing the actual manifestations that impact the lives of millions of people in our country.
We look forward to maintaining this engagement and assure the Committee of our highest consideration.
I thank you.


1

image1.jpeg




