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Dear colleagues,
Ladies and gentlemen,


I would like to join Mr. Cisse-Gouro in welcoming you to the 92nd session of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women.

I am glad that we are finally able to meet again after our October session was cancelled due to the UN liquidity crisis. As the times are challenging, both for the multilateral system as well as for women’s human rights, we must continue our work to monitor the implementation of the Convention and protect the integrity of the human rights mechanisms for the benefit of all stakeholders.

Since our last session, the number of States parties having ratified or acceded to the Convention has remained at 189. On 17 July 2025, Estonia accepted the amendment to article 20, paragraph 1, of the Convention concerning the Committee’s meeting time bringing the total number of States parties having accepted the amendment to 83. A total of 126 States parties to the Convention are currently required to accept the amendment to bring it into force, in accordance with its provisions. Also on 17 July 2025, Estonia acceded to the Optional Protocol to the Convention, bringing the number of States parties to the Optional Protocol to 116.

I am pleased to inform you that since our last session, Bangladesh, Egypt, Israel, Malta, Mauritius, the Russian Federation, and Zambia submitted their periodic reports to the Committee. The total number of States parties having opted out from the simplified reporting procedure since our decision in 2022 to make the simplified reporting procedure the default procedure for the submission of State party reports to the CEDAW Committee, with the possibility for States parties to opt out, remains at 14.

Please let me now introduce my participation in events related to the implementation of women’s rights since the last session of the Committee.

On 8 and 9 September 2025, I took part as a panelist in the interactive dialogue on Afghanistan organised by the Human Rights Council and shared the highlights of our dialogue with Afghanistan and encouraged the Council to refer to our CoBs.

On 18 September, I met with the Minister of Women’s Affairs of the State of Palestine to discuss the dire situation of women and girls in Gaza as well as the impact of the occupation and other challenges faced by Palestine in implementing the Convention, including a significant pushback against the CEDAW Convention from conservative movements.

On 22 September, I delivered an opening statement at the High-level meeting of the General Assembly on the thirtieth anniversary of the Fourth World Conference on Women at United Nations Headquarters in New York. I also attended the high-level working dinner of the 2025 Annual Meeting of the UNGA Platform of Women Leaders at the invitation of the President of the General Assembly, Her Excellency Ms. Annalena Baerbock.

On 10 October, I presented a pre-recorded video statement at the interactive dialogue of the Third Committee of the General Assembly under the agenda item “Advancement of women”.

I thank my colleague on the Bureau, CEDAW Vice-Chair Rhoda Reddock, for having so ably responded remotely to the questions posed by Member States during the interactive dialogue, as I was airborne on my way to Beijing, where I attended the Global Leaders’ Meeting on Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment in the context of the commemoration of the 30th anniversary of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action on 12 and 13 October.

From 15 to 17 October, I participated in the Sixth Annual Faith for Rights Meeting in   Bangkok, Thailand, where I made interventions on the following two panels: “Faith4Rights and Gender: Competition or Complementarity in the Context of Family as a Social Unit (Commitment V)”; and “Human Rights, Faith and Dharma: Aligning Inner Conviction with Just Action – Infusing Entitlements with Responsibilities: Re-balancing the Moral Compass”.

On 22 and 23 October, I attended the Fourth Ministerial Conference on Feminist Foreign Policies in Paris, France, a high-level international event dedicated to reaffirming the collective commitment of States and their partners to uphold women’s rights and promote gender equality.

On 28 October, I participated as a panellist in the high-level roundtable workshop to launch the consultative policy dialogue process “Pathways to impact: Engaging with Islamic philanthropy to improve protection outcomes for displaced women”, hosted by the University of Birmingham, the International Committee of the Red Cross, the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent as well as Qatar Charity in Geneva. The topic of the panel discussion was “Protection of women against sexual violence in displacement settings”.

On 30 October, I met with His Excellency Ambassador Ivars Pundars of Latvia to express the Committee’s concern about the motion of the Saeima, the Latvian Parliament, to withdraw from the Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence (the Istanbul Convention).

On 31 October, I participated in the High-Level Panel Discussion “Commemorating 25 Years of UNSCR 1325: Advancing Gender-Responsive Transitional Justice”, hosted by UN Women, OHCHR and the Permanent Missions of Chile, Colombia, Japan and Switzerland in Geneva.

On 5 November, together with our colleague Ms. Erika Schlappi, we attended the second meeting of the President of the Human Rights Council’s Advisory Boards on Gender Equality as CEDAW representative . 

I made a presentation during the first thematic session on “Sport, social inclusion and the fight against discrimination” at the “Women in Sports” forum convened by the Conseil national des droits de l’homme, the Moroccan NHRI, in Rabat, Morocco, from 24 to 26 November.

On 5 and 6 December, I participated in the informal meeting of Chairpersons and Members of the UN human rights treaty bodies, organized by the Geneva Human Rights Platform in cooperation with OHCHR, with the support from the Directorate of International Law of the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs, at the Geneva Academy of International Humanitarian Law and Human Rights. The objective of the meeting was to identify possible ways forward to improve synergies and the harmonization of procedures in view of current challenges and opportunities presented by the UN.80 initiative.

On 9 January 2026, I gave a lecture on international humanitarian law in the current context and its impact on women and girls to Master students at the Academic University College for Non-Violence and Human Rights in Lebanon. 

On 20 January, I met with the Minister of Interior of the Kurdistan Region of Iraq, His Excellency Mr. Rebar Ahmed Khalid, to discuss the implementation of the Convention in the KRI and the Committee’s review of Iraq, which will take place on Wednesday this week.


	Dear colleagues,

I know that experts of the Committee have been involved in CEDAW-related activities since our last session. I would now be delighted to hear from them in this regard. In the interest of time management, I would like to request those members asking for the floor to limit their interventions to 2 minutes.

Lastly, I would like to announce that all public meetings of our 92nd session, including this meeting, our constructive dialogues with the States parties, our informal public meetings with NGOs and NHRIs, as well as the public closing of the session on Friday 20 February are webcast live on UN Web TV.

I take this opportunity to extend a warm welcome to all those who will be online observers on the webcast during these public meetings.

In concluding, I wish all of us success for our work during this session.

Thank you for your attention.
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