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Closing remarks – Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
15 August – 9 September 2022
Speaker: 	Alex Schröder
Speech length: 	2.5 minutes (approx. 386 words)
Date: 	24 August 2022 
Time: 	10am – 1pm (CET)
Speaker Order:	1. OOTO (Alex Schröder)
2. HRC (Esther Woodbury)
3. DPOC (Jonathan Godfrey)

Notes: Your speech will be first, and you will introduce Esther next.
E ngā mana, e ngā reo, e ngā rau rangatira i konei 
Ko Alex Schröder tōku ingoa
No Aotearoa ahau
Tēna koutou, tēna koutou, tēna koutou katoa
My name is Alex Schröder and I am the ‘Assistant Ombudsman Communications, Learning and Accessibility’, from the New Zealand Ombudsman’s office. 
COVID-19 – Article 11 (Situations of risk and humanitarian emergencies)
As this periodic review draws to a close, we need to acknowledge that the COVID-19 pandemic continues to disrupt lives across the globe.
The New Zealand government is responsible for keeping disabled people safe and informed at all times during an emergency. Key aspects of the Government’s COVID-19 approach and response have rightly been praised. However, we met with disabled people around New Zealand who voiced their concerns about the pandemic response:
Many disabled people told us they did not have the information they needed to make the decisions about their own health and safety. It is important that public information be available to everyone especially during a crisis to ensure Articles 9 and 11 are a reality for disabled New Zealanders. The Government needs to continue to work hard to provide accessible information in ‘real time’ and distribute it through appropriate networks to ensure full reach to the disability community. 
Moreover, many disabled people and their families had their usual supports cut, and told us about their inability to access essential goods and services, such as food and education. The Government must ensure that service providers understand their responsibilities to continue to provide essential services for disabled people during emergency situations. As the pandemic response evolves, the Government must also consult with disabled people about the removal of public health measures.
These, and other issues which disabled people continue to experience, were present before the pandemic, but have often been exacerbated. COVID-19 has also shone a light on how siloed many agencies are when it comes to progressing the Disability Convention. As the Minister said in her opening remarks, New Zealand now has the opportunity to build back better. In this regard, the governments establishment of a new Ministry for Disabled People (Whaikaha) is promising, but it must be resourced adequately and promulgate cross-agency efforts.
The government as a whole must take ownership of their responsibilities under the Convention. Only then will disability rights become real.
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