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Chairperson,

Distinguished members of the Committee,
Colleagues,

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

On behalf of Ibrahim Salama, the Director of the Division, it is a great pleasure to open your fifth-first session. Unfortunately, he is unable to be here today, but asked me to convey to you his best wishes for a successful and productive session.
At the outset, I must extend my congratulations to the two members who were re-elected as members of the Committee at the 14th meeting of States parties that took place on 1 October: namely Madame Belmir and Mr. Bruni. Their presence beyond 2013 will reinforce the continuity of the institutional memory of the Committee, as three new members will join the Committee in May 2014.
Let me also particularly thank the three outgoing members, who did not run for re-election, Mr. Marino, Ms. Sveaass and Mr. Wang, all long-serving members of the Committee and for whom this is their last session, for their valuable contribution made to the work of the Committee over many years. Their replacement by new members will not be an easy task considering their long experience and vast expertise. I wish to extend to all three of them my best wishes for their future endeavours.
Now let me move to the latest development with regard to the treaty body strengthening process. This Committee has always been a strong supporter of the process and members have contributed on several occasions to the intergovernmental process to strengthen the treaty body system, particularly your Chair who was the Chairperson of the 25th Annual Meeting of Chairpersons, which took place in New York from 20 to 24 May, at the request of the co-facilitators of the Intergovernmental Process.

As you know, the ten Chairs called on Member States to respect five key principles for a successful outcome of the treaty body strengthening process, namely strengthened human rights protection; respecting the independence of the treaty body system; reinvestment of any cost savings in the treaty body system; use of modern technologies to enhance the accessibility of treaty bodies; and, in line with the statement that the Committee adopted in November last year on the High Commissioner’s report, a comprehensive and sustainable response to the challenges faced by the treaty body system.

The leadership of CAT in this aspect is impressive: you have adopted most of the recommendations made by the High Commissioner addressed to the treaty bodies in her report and you have even inspired some of them. You have adopted the Addis Ababa guidelines on the Independence and Impartiality of Treaty Body Members and annexed them to your Rules of Procedure, already applicable to this session. 
Currently, eight treaty bodies have adopted the Addis Ababa Guidelines on the independence and impartiality of members of the human rights treaty bodies as they present an effective means of self-regulation of treaty body members and an appropriate way to preserve their independence and impartiality. This represents a precious achievement of the treaty body system, enshrined in the treaties themselves, as also are the personal criteria that characterise treaty body experts, high moral standing and recognised competence in their field of human rights.
Your implementation of the simplified reporting procedure - realised through “lists of issues prior to reporting” – is also commendable.  On behalf of the Director of the Division, I would like to encourage you to consider the terminology “simplified reporting procedure” for this procedure, as proposed in the High Commissioner’s report on treaty body strengthening. Similarly, I would also encourage you to consider adopting guidelines for this procedure, which will further facilitate reporting by States parties. For that purpose, the Secretariat prepared two years ago, at your request, a report on the “Status of the optional reporting procedure of the Committee against Torture and proposals for its revision” to assist you in this endeavour. The document CAT/C/47/2 is in your files.
With regard to the important issue of reprisals, again your Committee has responded with notable swiftness: you have already established two rapporteurs on reprisals as well as a dedicated web link on your web site, where the latest letters of the rapporteur are posted, as well as the responses of the States parties.  On behalf of the Director, I would also encourage you to adopt public and clear guidelines to reinforce this mechanism to strengthen the protection of all those that cooperate with you against all kind of intimidation, irrespective of whether they are human rights defenders, NGOs, individual citizens or victims of torture.

The treaty body strengthening process itself continues to progress.  Since the Committee last met, the former co-facilitators of the process, the Ambassadors of Iceland and Indonesia in New York, have issued a report on the open-ended intergovernmental process to conduct open, transparent and inclusive negotiations on how to strengthen and enhance the effective functioning of the human rights treaty body system.  You will find this report in your files. Although in the view of the High Commissioner, these draft elements form a solid basis for a comprehensive and sustainable outcome, agreement among all Member States on the elements is yet to be reached.

To move the process forward, the co-facilitators presented a quasi-procedural resolution in September, requesting the Secretary-General to prepare a comprehensive and detailed cost assessment of the draft elements by 15 November 2013, and extending the inter-governmental process until February 2014. The General Assembly adopted this resolution on 20 September by consensus. We hope that the Member States will be able to reach a comprehensive agreement next February, and grant additional regular budget resources to enable the treaty bodies to address their backlog in a sustainable manner, to deal with the growing number of reports from States parties, and to discharge fully their respective mandates. 

Your Chairperson, while in New York for his address to the General Assembly last week, met with one of the former co-facilitators, and I am sure that he will brief you and the latest development on the matter.   

Members of the Committee,

Your contributions to the challenges mentioned above, on reprisals, simplified reporting procedure, and harmonisation of working methods, are clear, despite the lack of resources and the heavy burden all of you face as the Treaty body with the smallest membership.  But many challenges remain. 
As to your work, I know that you will discuss, amongst other matters, the subject of your next general comment, after the very well-received General Comment on article 14. Amongst others, Amnesty International, the Association for the Prevention of Torture, the International Rehabilitation Council for Torture Victims and other NGOs have considered its adoption as a landmark in the struggle to realise the right to redress for victims of torture. The Human Rights Council, in its Resolution on rehabilitation of torture victims (A/HRC/RES/22/21), adopted in March 2013, not only welcomes your General Comment No. 3 but incorporates most of its elements. The progressiveness that the Committee showed when clarifying the meaning of the standards of the Convention to assist States parties to respect their obligations under article 2 and 14 should continue. 
To conclude, rest assured that the Division is ready to continue to support you fully, in spite of all the limitations we are also facing, and in particular throughout this challenging month ahead, considering your heavy workload. As to the means at your disposal to carry on this task, I remain hopeful that at your next session in May, we will already be able to work within the context of a comprehensive outcome adopted by General Assembly.
Without further delay, I would like to wish you a very successful 51st session.  I would be pleased to respond to any questions or comments that Members may wish to pose.  

Thank you, Chair.
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