INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION FOR THE PROTECTION OF ALL PERSONS FROM ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCE (CED)



THE ALTERNATIVE (thematic) REPORT TO SECOND PERIODIC REPORTS OF THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENİA SUBMITTED TO THE COMMITTEE ON ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCES (CED)







This alternative (thematic) report is submitted to the UN Committee on Enforced Disappearances and is dedicated to the cases of Armenia's violation of rights stipulated on the Convention on the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance. The report had been prepared jointly with the Public Association for Training and Research on Human Rights and Citizens` Labour Rights Protection League 
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Enforced disappearances took place under Armenia’s effective jurisdiction, that is, within the territories it had occupied[footnoteRef:1]. Under Article 9 a) of the Convention, the Republic of Armenia bears responsibility for these disappearances. [1:  https://president.az/en/pages/view/azerbaijan/karabakh] 




About the NGOs Submitting the Alternative Report

Human Rights Education and Research Public Association, established in 2010, is engaged in awareness-raising activities related to universal, regional, and national human rights protection mechanisms. The organization prepares reports and conducts monitoring activities on the human rights situation. It submits alternative reports to United Nations treaty bodies in response to the periodic reports of the Republic of Azerbaijan, the Republic of Armenia, and the Islamic Republic of Iran, utilizing both treaty and charter-based mechanisms of the UN human rights system. It also provides submissions under the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) of the UN Human Rights Council and cooperates with the UN Human Rights Council’s special rapporteurs.

Citizens’ Labour Rights Protection League, founded in 1997, primarily focuses on the protection of human rights in the field of social policy. Since 2007, the organization has regularly submitted alternative reports to various UN treaty bodies, participated in pre-sessional briefings and sessions, and contributed communications to the Special Rapporteurs of the Human Rights Council. It has submitted numerous reports under the Universal Periodic Review mechanism. Over 25 alternative reports have been published on the official website of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR). The organization’s geographic focus includes the South Caucasus region and the Islamic Republic of Iran.


Prisoners of War, Hostages, and Forcibly Disappeared Azerbaijani Persons

Overview

A significant portion of the civilian population residing in approximately 20% of Azerbaijan’s territories, which were occupied and remained under Armenian control for 30 years, as well as the majority of Azerbaijani military personnel taken prisoner, continue to be registered as forcibly disappeared persons. According to data from the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), during the First Nagorno-Karabakh War,[footnoteRef:2] the number of Azerbaijani individuals taken as prisoners of war and hostages by the Armenian armed forces and subsequently reported as missing was 4,496. [2:  https://www.icrc.org/en/document/nagorny-karabakh-icrc-submits-updated-list-missing-persons] 


The official ICRC website states that 20 years after the ceasefire agreement between Armenia and Azerbaijan — signed in May 1994 — there are still 4,496 persons, including military personnel and civilians (including elderly persons, women, and children), who remain missing, with no information available regarding the majority of them.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  https://www.icrc.org/en/document/nagorny-karabakh-icrc-submits-updated-list-missing-persons] 


While in captivity, the ICRC was able to meet many of these individuals and facilitated the delivery of their correspondence to relatives in Azerbaijan. However, no subsequent information about these persons has been forthcoming.

In 1992, the genocide perpetrated by Armenian armed forces together with Russia’s 366th regiment in the Khojaly administrative region[footnoteRef:4] resulted in the massacre of 613 residents of Khojaly, including 63 children, 106 women, and 70 elderly persons. During this genocide, eight families were entirely exterminated; 25 children lost both parents, and 130 children lost one parent. A total of 487 individuals, including 76 children, were wounded. Additionally, 1,275 persons were taken hostage, of whom the fate of 150 individuals, including 68 women and 26 children, remains unknown to this day. [4:  https://story.karabakh.center/en/khojaly-genocide-a-horrific-page-in-the-history-of-humanity] 


During the Second Nagorno-Karabakh War[footnoteRef:5], although prisoner exchanges were conducted on the basis of the “all for all” principle, there remains no information regarding six Azerbaijani military personnel taken prisoner. [5:  https://genprosecutor.gov.az/en/page/azerbaycan/i-ve-ii-qarabag-muharibesi/44-gun-suren-veten-muharibesi-ii-qarabag-muharibesi] 


According to the “Assessment Report: Accounting for Missing Persons in the Republic of Azerbaijan”[footnoteRef:6], published in 2025 by the International Commission on Missing Persons (ICMP)[footnoteRef:7], as of 11 December 2023 the State Commission on Prisoners of War, Hostages and Missing Persons of the Republic of Azerbaijan had officially registered 3,890 missing persons—including 3,171 military personnel and 719 civilians, of whom 71 were children.[footnoteRef:8] [6:  https://icmp.int/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/ICMP-Azerbaijan-Assessment-Report-ENG-1.pdf]  [7:  https://icmp.int/]  [8:  https://icmp.int/?s=Azerbaijan] 


The Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe’s Committee on Migration, Refugees and Displaced Persons[footnoteRef:9], in its 7 March 2007 report, “Missing Persons in Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia from the Conflicts over the Nagorno‑Karabakh, Abkhazia and South Ossetia Regions,”[footnoteRef:10] estimated approximately 4,604 Azerbaijani missing persons during the First Nagorno‑Karabakh War. The report noted that unverified reports suggest some may still be alive and held in undisclosed detention facilities.[footnoteRef:11] [9:  https://pace.coe.int/en/pages/committee-27/committee-on-migration-refugees-and-displaced-persons ]  [10:  https://assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/XRef/X2H-Xref-ViewHTML.asp?FileID=11642&lang=EN ]  [11:  https://assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/XRef/X2H-Xref-ViewHTML.asp?FileID=11642&lang=EN
“There are unconfirmed reports that some of the missing from the conflict over the Nagorno-Karabakh region may still be alive and held in secret detention”.  ] 

It should be noted that numerous substantiated accounts have documented the sexual exploitation of Azerbaijani hostages, the forcible removal and trafficking of organs from child hostages, as well as the torture and subsequent killing of prisoners of war and civilian captives.

Furthermore, in liberated territories, mass graves discovered between 2020 and 2024 contained the remains of individuals previously taken as prisoners of war or hostages. Forensic analysis confirmed that many had been killed under torture. Examinations of child remains revealed the absence of certain bones, suggesting the removal of organs for transplant-related purposes. The existence of undisclosed detention facilities has been corroborated by persons who have been released from captivity and hostage conditions. Moreover, it has been documented that 67 Azerbaijani nationals secured their release from captivity or hostage status through the payment of substantial ransoms.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Source: http://human.gov.az/frq-content/plugins/book_x1/pdf/file/20210826124519_15140700.pdf
Page 7] 


Following the Second Karabakh War, during the period from 2020 to 2024, mass grave sites were discovered in the liberated territories. The remains recovered from these grave sites were identified as persons who had been previously taken hostage and held as prisoners of war by Armenian forces and were subsequently subjected to torture and extrajudicial killing.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  https://www.caspiannews.com/news-detail/azerbaijan-finds-new-mass-graves-in-karabakh-region-2025-5-1-2/ ] 


Following the trilateral statement[footnoteRef:14] signed on 10 November 2020 by Armenia, Azerbaijan, and Russia, hostilities ceased. Currently, peace negotiations are ongoing between Armenia and Azerbaijan. Nevertheless, Armenia continues to withhold any information regarding the fate of individuals previously taken as prisoners of war and hostages. [14:  https://azerbaijan.az/en/related-information/309 ] 


During its 114th session held from 25 November to 13 December 2024, the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD)[footnoteRef:15] reviewed Armenia’s combined twelfth to fourteenth periodic reports. In its Concluding Observations, the Committee expressed concern over the lack of information concerning Azerbaijani persons who remain missing as prisoners of war or hostages and recommended that Armenia intensify efforts to clarify the fate of Azerbaijani individuals missing since the 1990s. [footnoteRef:16]Despite these recommendations, the Armenian State has failed to take any substantive steps in this regard. [15:  https://www.ohchr.org/en/treaty-bodies/cerd ]  [16:  File:///C:/Users/sahib.m/Downloads/G2423261%20(5).pdf
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CERD%2FC%2FARM%2FCO%2F12-14&Lang=en  Missing persons: Paragraphs 31 and 32] 



Hostages and Prisoners of War

During the First Karabakh War, Armenian armed forces systematically took civilians residing in the occupied territories hostage. A significant portion of these individuals remain registered as forcibly disappeared or missing persons. [footnoteRef:17] According to the most recent and verified data published by the International Commission on Missing Persons (ICMP) in 2024, 3,890 individuals are still considered missing, including 3,171 military personnel. Among the 719 missing civilians are 71 children, 267 women, and 326 elderly individuals.[footnoteRef:18] In many cases, individuals were taken hostage together with their family members or relatives and subsequently disappeared as entire family units. Investigations confirm that, during the conflict, members of 62 families — comprising between 2 and 7 persons per family — were captured and remain unaccounted for. To date, the Armenian authorities have failed to provide any information regarding the fate or whereabouts of these individuals. [17:  https://icmp.int/the-missing/where-are-the-missing/azerbaijan/ ]  [18:  https://icmp.int/the-missing/where-are-the-missing/azerbaijan/ ] 

According to records compiled in 2005, the number of Azerbaijani nationals taken hostage or held as prisoners of war and subsequently reported missing stood at 4,844 as of 1 March 2005. Among these individuals were 321 women and 54 children. The Armenian authorities have officially denied the captivity of 783 of those persons, despite the existence of credible evidence — including confirmed records held by the State Commission — regarding their abduction and places of detention. Among these individuals were 46 women and 18 children. Further verification and investigation since 2005 have indicated that the total number of persons taken hostage or held as prisoners of war and subsequently reported missing exceeds the previously established figure of 4,844. As of the present date, 1,368 individuals have been released from captivity, while the fate and whereabouts of 3,890 persons remain unresolved.

Further investigations indicate that hundreds of women and children held in captivity were subjected to the most brutal forms of violence, including execution and lifelong physical and psychological trauma:

· Jalil Humbatov Humbatali oglu, a resident of Khojaly, confirmed that during the occupation of the town, Armenian forces shot and killed his wife Firuza, his daughter Sumuzar, and his daughter-in-law Sudaba in front of his eyes.

· During the occupation of Khojaly, six members of the Mammadov family were taken hostage and remain missing to date. Three of them — Saltanat Mammadova Zulal gizi, Latifa Mammadova Ibad gizi, and Shovkat Mammadova Ibad gizi — were women.

· Tamila Salimova, taken hostage along with her entire family during the occupation of Khojaly, held tightly to her minor son Khazar Salimov Sayavush oglu when Armenian forces attempted to separate them. Despite being beaten, she refused to let go, and both mother and child were dragged away together to an unknown destination.

· Aliaga Hasanov Karim oglu, a resident of Yusifjanli village in Aghdam district, testified that after being taken hostage, his wife Keklik Hasanova was subjected to severe torture by Armenian guards, who extracted 16 of her teeth using metal pliers.

· According to Taleh Ibishov Madat oglu, born in 1977 and taken hostage with his family during the occupation of Lachin on 18 May 1992, Armenian forces brutally killed his sister Yegana Ibishova Madat gizi, born in 1967, in front of their eyes.[footnoteRef:19] [19:  Source: State Commission on Prisoners of War, Hostages and Missing Persons of the Republic of Azerbaijan. Presidential Library, p. 12. https://files.preslib.az/projects/conflict/gl4.pdf ] 



Given the extensive number of individuals taken as prisoners of war or hostages, a limited number of representative cases are presented below to reflect the scale and nature of such violations:

· On 31 March 1993, during the occupation of the Kalbajar district, several related families attempted to flee their homes using UAZ-469, GAZ-52, and KAMAZ vehicles. As they approached a location locally known as “The Tunnel,” they came under fire from Armenian armed groups. A number of civilians were killed on the spot, while approximately 60 individuals were taken hostage. The fate of these individuals remains unknown to this day. Among those taken hostage were the following women and children:

Vasila Alishova Jafar gizi – born in 1976
Qumru Alishova Qambar gizi – born in 1973
Cahan Alishova Mashadi gizi – born in 1937
Masma Jamilova Hidayat gizi – born in 1969
Tural Aliyev Nadir oglu – born in 1982
Ghanira Aliyeva Zulfugar gizi – born in 1975
Nushaba Aliyeva Mahammad gizi – born in 1950
Mazahir Guliyev Qara oglu – born in 1983
Yashar Guliyev Qara oglu – born in 1981
Aygun Guliyeva Qara gizi – born in 1990
Hafiz Zeynalov Davud oglu – born in 1984
Tarana Zeynalova Davud gizi – born in 1965
Roya Zeynalova Abbasali gizi – born in 1959
Qadamkar Zeynalova Salman gizi – born in 1936[footnoteRef:20] [20:  Currently, only a limited number of names of persons considered missing has been made public. The complete list is maintained by the State Commission on Prisoners of War, Hostages and Missing Persons of the Republic of Azerbaijan.] 



· Mahbuba Mammadova Hamdi gizi was taken hostage together with her son Ilgar by Armenian forces. During their captivity, Ilgar was subjected to torture, including the breaking of his nose and the insertion of a lit cigarette into his mouth in his mother’s presence. In turn, Ilgar witnessed acts of sexual violence committed by Armenian soldiers against Azerbaijani women and girls, as well as the beheading of Azerbaijani persons.

· Arzu Amraliyeva Binnat gizi was captured by Armenian troops during the occupation of Kalbajar district while attempting to flee with her one-year-old child and approximately 30 relatives. Due to limited space in their vehicle, Armenian forces summarily executed 19 hostages, including Arzu’s husband, brother-in-law, sister-in-law, father-in-law, mother, sister, aunt, and neighbours.

· Maryam Jafarova Zinyatovna, aged 63, remained in Zangilan city during the Armenian occupation, assuming that due to her age and Tatar ethnicity she would not be harmed. However, she was violently abducted and subjected to severe physical abuse over the course of four months while in captivity.

· Shargiyya Shirinova Rza gizi was abducted from her home during the occupation of Aghdam district. In her presence, Armenian forces looted her property and confiscated her money and jewelry. Despite being nearly 70 years old, she was subjected to inhumane treatment, including the forcible extraction of eight gold teeth using pliers without anesthesia. She was beaten until she lost consciousness and endured six months of sustained torture while in captivity.

· During the occupation of Kalbajar district, Samaya Guliyeva Mammad gizi was taken hostage along with her two minor children. Despite being under the supervision of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), she was subjected to inhumane treatment by Armenian forces. For over a year, she was forced to work in freezing water conditions, as a result of which she contracted tuberculosis. Deprived of any medical assistance, her illness progressed to the infectious stage of tuberculosis, and her children also contracted the disease.

· During the occupation of Gubadli district, 65-year-old Binish Mammadova Rasul gizi and 69-year-old Sara Ismayilova Mirish gizi were taken hostage and held at a military facility in Khankendi. There, they were subjected to forced labor during the day and severely beaten at night. Two other women detained with them, named Shahsanam and Asli, reportedly died in captivity as a result of the relentless torture and harsh conditions.[footnoteRef:21] [21:  Source: State Commission on Prisoners of War, Hostages and Missing Persons of the Republic of Azerbaijan. Presidential Library. Pp. 13–15. https://files.preslib.az/projects/conflict/gl4.pdf ] 


Similar information exists concerning each of the 4,844 individuals listed in the 2005 report. Those who were not killed at the time of capture were subsequently held in undisclosed detention facilities [footnoteRef:22]and concentration camps, where they were subjected to forced labor and sexual exploitation. [22:  In its comprehensive report titled “Missing persons in Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia from the conflicts over the Nagorno‑Karabakh, Abkhazia and South Ossetia regions”, dated 7 March 2007, the Committee on Migration, Refugees and Displaced Persons of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe provided information indicating the existence of undisclosed detention facilities  https://assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/XRef/X2H-Xref-ViewHTML.asp?FileID=11642&lang=EN ] 


Although there have been reports indicating that organs of child hostages were forcibly removed and trafficked, the Armenian authorities have officially denied these allegations. However, they have also failed to provide any information on the fate of these children who were taken hostage, leaving their status unresolved to this day.

Reports from the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and Other Relevant International Institutions

Efforts by the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)[footnoteRef:23], the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE) Committee on Migration, Refugees and Displaced Persons[footnoteRef:24], the International Commission on Missing Persons (ICMP),[footnoteRef:25] and mediation attempts by the OSCE Minsk Group[footnoteRef:26] have yielded no substantive results regarding the release or fate clarification of Azerbaijani individuals taken hostage or declared missing following their capture. [23:  https://www.icrc.org/en/document/nagorny-karabakh-icrc-submits-updated-list-missing-persons ]  [24:  https://pace.coe.int/en/pages/committee-27/committee-on-migration-refugees-and-displaced-persons ]  [25:  https://icmp.int/ ]  [26:  https://www.osce.org/mg ] 


Under OSCE Minsk Group mediation, a 2014 agreement was reached in Paris concerning information exchange on missing persons, yet Armenia failed to provide any data in fulfillment of that agreement.[footnoteRef:27] [27:  https://www.osce.org/files/f/documents/d/9/152136.pdf 
https://azertag.az/en/xeber/osce_minsk_group_releases_statement_on_vienna_meeting_of_azerbaijani_and_armenian_presidents-952068 ] 


In its report [footnoteRef:28]“Missing Persons in Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia from the Conflicts over the Nagorno‑Karabakh, Abkhazia and South Ossetia Regions,” the PACE Committee defines “missing persons” in Paragraph 5 as encompassing “…“The term ‘missing persons’ is interpreted broadly to include refugees and internally displaced persons (IDPs), persons missing as a result of armed conflict, including those killed or taken prisoner during combat, and persons subject to forced or involuntary disappearances.”[footnoteRef:29] [28:  https://assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/XRef/X2H-Xref-ViewHTML.asp?FileID=11642&lang=EN ]  [29:  5th paragraph : https://pace.coe.int/en/pages/committee-27/committee-on-migration-refugees-and-displaced-persons ] 


According to Paragraph 46 of the same report:

“…the Azerbaijani list includes 783 persons whom the authorities still presume may be alive and held in Armenia or the Nagorno‑Karabakh region as prisoners or hostages.”[footnoteRef:30] [30:  Paragraph 46 of the Report] 



Paragraph 131 states:

“…the Rapporteur has heard reports of secret places of detention and forced labour camps, gold mines, and chemical plants where missing persons were held. Allegations have been made of persons taken hostage being held as slaves by private individuals, women forced into prostitution, and trafficking in human organs. There are also accounts of hostage-taking for ransom, payments being extorted, and hostage exchanges being organised.”[footnoteRef:31] [31:  Paragraph 131 of the Report] 


The Assembly “is concerned by the continuing allegations of secret detention of missing persons and considers that all such allegations should be addressed to the European Committee for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT) in order that they be fully investigated. The persistent rumours serve only to raise tension in the region and cause further suffering for the families, in particular as the possibility of finding missing persons alive after such a long period of time is extremely remote.”[footnoteRef:32] [32:  Paragraph 9 of the Report] 


[bookmark: _GoBack]On 24 May 2007, the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe adopted Resolution 1553 (2007) entitled “Missing persons in Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia from the conflicts over the Nagorno‑Karabakh, Abkhazia and South Ossetia regions.” [footnoteRef:33] In this resolution, the Assembly calls directly on the Armenian authorities:“to ensure that the commission becomes fully operational and that a working group is established to deal with day‑to‑day issues; to ensure that contacts are established with the commission operating in Azerbaijan; to complete the collection of ante‑mortem data; and to gather and exchange relevant information concerning possible burial sites.”.[footnoteRef:34] [33:  https://assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/XRef/Xref-XML2HTML-en.asp?fileid=17541&lang=EN ]  [34:  https://assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/XRef/Xref-XML2HTML-en.asp?fileid=17541&lang=EN ] 


In 2007, the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe adopted another document concerning missing persons—Recommendation 1797, entitled “Missing persons in Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia resulting from the conflicts over Nagorno‑Karabakh, Abkhazia and South Ossetia.” In that document, the Parliamentary Assembly, referring to its Resolution 1553 (2007) concerning missing persons in Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia as a result of the conflicts in those regions, calls upon the Steering Committee for Human Rights (CDDH) to organize a conference on the issue of missing persons in Europe in the context of the European Convention on Human Rights, and to adopt a resolution on measures to be taken by Member States to protect the rights of missing persons and their family members. It further calls on the European Committee for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT) to examine allegations regarding missing persons held in secret detention in Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia, and, if necessary, to visit the regions of Nagorno‑Karabakh, Abkhazia and South Ossetia.[footnoteRef:35] [35:  https://assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/XRef/Xref-XML2HTML-en.asp?fileid=17546&lang=en ] 


As noted in the summary section of the report, the United Nations Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD), in its Concluding Observations, adopted following its 114th Session (25 November–13 December 2024), expressed concern over the lack of information regarding Azerbaijani persons taken as prisoners or hostages who remain missing, and recommended that steps be taken to determine the fate of Azerbaijani persons who went missing during the 1990s.[footnoteRef:36] [36:  File:///C:/Users/sahib.m/Downloads/G2423261%20(5).pdf
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CERD%2FC%2FARM%2FCO%2F12-14&Lang=en   Missing persons: Paragraphs 31 and 32] 

The United Nations Committee Against Torture (CAT), in its Concluding Observations on Armenia adopted at its 82nd session (7 April – 2 May 2025), included a section entitled “The Nagorno-Karabakh Conflict.” In this section, the Committee emphasized the necessity of conducting independent, impartial, transparent, and effective investigations into allegations of extrajudicial killings, torture, ill-treatment, and other violations of international humanitarian law committed against hostages and prisoners of war, and of ensuring that those responsible are held accountable.[footnoteRef:37] [37:  https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CAT%2FC%2FARM%2FCO%2F5&Lang=en Conflict in Nagorno-Karabakh: Paragraphs 28 and 29] 


Despite ongoing international efforts, the Armenian authorities continue to refuse to provide information regarding Azerbaijani individuals who were previously taken as hostages or prisoners of war. The underlying reasons for this refusal are evident: these individuals were subjected to extreme cruelty, including sexual violence, organ harvesting, and were ultimately turned into victims of human trafficking, constituting serious violations of international law.


A portion of forcibly disappeared Azerbaijani persons have been found in mass grave sites.

According to the information disclosed by the State Commission on Prisoners of War, Hostages and Missing Persons of the Republic of Azerbaijan on 10 March 2025, over the past four years, 23 mass grave sites have been discovered in the liberated territories. Nearly 700 remains were exhumed from these sites. It has been established that these individuals include Azerbaijani military personnel taken as prisoners of war during the First Nagorno-Karabakh War, as well as civilians taken hostage, including elderly persons, women, and children.

The report titled “Azerbaijani Persons Missing as a Result of the First Nagorno-Karabakh War” prepared by the Office of Commissioner for Human Rights (Ombudsman) states:
“The uncovered mass graves and human remains provide evidence that Azerbaijani persons taken as prisoners of war and hostages during the First Nagorno-Karabakh War were subjected to inhumane torture and buried en masse.”[footnoteRef:38] [38:  Report of the Commıssıoner for Human Rıghts (Ombudsman)
Of the Republıc of Azerbaıjan ın relatıon to azerbaıjanıs mıssıng durıng the Fırst Karabakh War  https://ombudsman.az/storage/2a7142Z2K5XkUSRTuqcUBFqLgrojh7mYJ0YDfoFz.pdf ] 


The 2024 “Assessment Report[footnoteRef:39]: Accounting for Missing Persons in the Republic of Azerbaijan” prepared by the International Commission on Missing Persons[footnoteRef:40] (ICMP) indicates: [39:  https://icmp.int/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/ICMP-Azerbaijan-Assessment-Report-ENG-1.pdf ]  [40:  https://icmp.int/ ] 

“The Forensic Medical Expertise Union regularly participates in the process of locating remains in coordination with the State Commission. However, the State Commission has informed the International Commission on Missing Persons (ICMP) that since 2020, the Republic of Armenia has handed over the remains of 120 persons related to the First Nagorno-Karabakh War to Azerbaijan, but Azerbaijan has not participated in the identification process of these remains.”.[footnoteRef:41] [41:  https://icmp.int/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/ICMP-Azerbaijan-Assessment-Report-ENG-1.pdf ] 


The periodic reports submitted by the Republic of Armenia fail to provide any information concerning forcibly disappeared Azerbaijani nationals.

In its periodic report[footnoteRef:42] submitted to the Committee on Enforced Disappearances (CED) in 2014, the Republic of Armenia made no reference whatsoever to the issue of Azerbaijani nationals who were taken hostage or prisoner of war and are currently unaccounted for. Armenia has also failed to provide any explanation regarding individuals who were reportedly held in Armenia or in the formerly occupied territories and were visited by representatives of the International Committee of the Red Cross, but subsequently disappeared. [42:  https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CED%2FC%2FARM%2F1&Lang=en ] 


In doing so, Armenia has not only violated its obligations under the Convention, but has also refused to offer any comment or information in relation to the lists of missing persons submitted by the Azerbaijani side.

Furthermore, the Additional Information provided by Armenia under Article 29(4) of the Convention, dated 11 April 2022, also contains no information whatsoever regarding forcibly disappeared Azerbaijani nationals.[footnoteRef:43] [43:  https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CED%2FC%2FARM%2FAI%2F1&Lang=en ] 


As such, the periodic reports submitted by the Republic of Armenia to the Committee are purely formal in nature. Armenia deliberately withholds information about Azerbaijani individuals who were taken hostage or prisoner during the First and Second Karabakh Wars, subsequently held in undisclosed detention facilities and concentration camps, and ultimately subjected to cruel treatment and extrajudicial execution.

Recommendations
Armenia should fully implement the recommendations contained in paragraphs 31 and 32 of the Concluding Observations adopted by the United Nations Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD) during its 114th session, held from 25 November to 13 December 2024. Specifically, Armenia must provide a comprehensive account regarding the fate of prisoners of war and persons held hostage during the First Nagorno-Karabakh War; investigate all crimes committed, including war crimes; hold perpetrators accountable; and formally acknowledge its legal and political responsibility as a State.
The United Nations Committee on Enforced Disappearances (CED) should require the Armenian authorities to disclose information concerning the fate of persons held hostage or prisoners of war who subsequently went missing.

Armenia’s political, legal, and financial responsibility must be established, and appropriate compensation provided to the victims and their heirs.
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