Velappillai Ganesan, a 52-year-old father of three from Knuckles Estate, Thawalanthana in Kandy, has experienced the lasting consequences of late diagnosis of leprosy. Married with two sons and a daughter, he once worked in Colombo to support his family, as his wife is unable to walk properly due to a disability.

During his time in Colombo, Ganesan developed irritation in his groin and visited an Ayurvedic hospital in Rajagiriya for treatment. The doctors there noticed unusual signs in his movements and referred him to Colombo General Hospital. Without fully understanding his condition, Ganesan was admitted for three months. He assumed it was only for the itching, but doctors had discovered a non-healing ulcer on the sole of his foot. After several tests, including biopsies from his earlobes and
shoulders, Ganesan was finally informed that he had leprosy.

The late diagnosis meant that irreversible damage had already set in. Despite receiving proper treatment afterwards at Kandy Hospital, the disease had weakened his nerves. His fingers became paralyzed, and the loss of sensation in his feet led to repeated injuries. A serious wound caused by stepping on a stone eventually resulted in the amputation of his toes. Although he was cured of the disease itself, the disabilities and complications continued to affect his daily life, leaving him with chronic wounds and physical limitations.

Ten years later, his wife was also diagnosed with leprosy after doctors noticed strange scars on her body. She, too, underwent treatment. Fortunately, the family did not face strong social stigma because the community had little awareness of leprosy, but Ganesan himself felt compelled to isolate and hide his illness from others.

Today, both Ganesan and his wife are cured, but the late diagnosis has left a lasting mark. The permanent disabilities caused by untreated leprosy have robbed him of his livelihood and independence. With no financial means for reconstructive surgery, he continues to live with the long-term impact of late diagnosis, which serves as a reminder of the urgent need for early detection, awareness, and access to treatment to prevent others from facing similar challenges.
