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Introduction

1. In its resolution 47/94, the General Assemblgomamended that the sessions
of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimimati against Women be

scheduled, whenever possible, to allow for the timteansmission of the results of

those sessions for information to the CommissioritenStatus of Women.

2. The Committee held its forty-ninth and fiftiedessions from 11 to 29 July
2011 and from 3 to 21 October 2011, respectively.itA forty-ninth session, the
Committee decided to send letters to the GovernmehtEgypt and Tunisia on the
rights of women within the context of the politicahnsitions taking place in both
States (see annex |). The Committee also decidettattsform the task force on
working methods into a standing working group onrking methods, in line with
the Committee’s desire to strengthen and ratioeaitig working methods as part of
the broader treaty body strengthening process éseex Il, decision 49/VIIl). The
Committee further took a number of related decisiavith respect to the list of
issues adopted at the meetings of the pre-sessimkimg group (see annex I,
decision 49/IX), the establishment of task forces dnhance the constructive
dialogue with States parties (see annex lll, deci$0/l) and strengthening the role
of the country rapporteurs (see annex lll, decish@dll). Moreover, the Committee
decided at its fiftieth session to establish a thske on inquiries under article 8 of
the Optional Protocol, a joint working group of tBemmittee on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women and the Human Righten@ittee, a focal point for
the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality arte tEmpowerment of Women
(UN-Women) (Dubravka Simonog and Zohra Rasekh as alternate), and a focal
point for HIV and Gender Equality (Zohra Rasekhi. dddition, the Committee
adopted a statement on the anniversaries of thptans of the Convention relating
to the Status of Refugees of 1951 and the Conventia the Reduction of
Statelessness of 1961 (see annex IV) and a stateprerrural women on the
occasion of the upcoming fifty-sixth session of tGemmission on the Status of
Women with its priority theme related to empowerinigal women (see annex V).

3. As at 21 October 2011, the closing date of tliftieth session of the
Committee, there were 187 States parties to thev@wmtiion and 103 States parties to
the Optional Protocol to the Convention. A total ® States had accepted the
amendment to article 20, paragraph 1, of the Cotiwenconcerning the meeting
time of the Committee. In order to bring the ameedminto force, two thirds of the
States parties to the Convention, in other wordS $fates, are required to deposit
their instruments of acceptance with the Secreteyperal.

Results of the forty-ninth and fiftieth sessias of
the Committee

Reports considered by the Committee

4. At its forty-ninth session, the Committee comsied the reports of eight States
parties submitted under article 18 of the Convemtand issued its concluding
observations thereon, namely Costa Rica (CEDAW/QICB/5-6), Djibouti
(CEDAW/C/DJI/CO/1-3), Ethiopia (CEDAW/C/ETH/CO/6;7aly (CEDAW/C/ITAICOI6),
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Nepal (CEDAW/C/NPL/CO/4-5), the Republic of Kore&EDAW/C/KOR/CQO/7),
Singapore (CEDAW/C/SGP/CO/4) and Zambia (CEDAW/CEMNO/5-6).

5. At its fiftieth session, the Committee considkrthe reports of eight States
parties submitted under article 18 of the Convemtand issued its concluding
observations thereon, namely Chad (CEDAW/C/TCD/G@)1 Cb6te d'lvoire
(CEDAW/C/CIVI/CO/1-3), Kuwait (CEDAW/C/KWT/CO/3-4), Lesotho
(CEDAW/C/LSO/CO/1-4), Mauritius (CEDAW/C/MUS/CO/6)y,7 Montenegro
(CEDAW/C/MNE/CO/1), Oman (CEDAW/C/OMN/CO/1) and Raguay
(CEDAW/C/PRY/CO/6).

6. Representatives of United Nations entities, &leed agencies and
non-governmental organizations attended the sessidhe reports of the States
parties, the Committee’s lists of issues and qoesti the States parties’ replies
thereto and their introductory statements are pbste the web page of the
Committee, which is hosted on the website of théd@fof the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights (www.ohchr.org).

7. In regard to each of the States parties consitiethe Committee adopted
concluding observations (see paras. 4 and 5, abewdrh are also available on the
website.

Action taken in relation to the implementationof article 21 of
the Convention

General recommendation on the economic conseque&scof marriage and
its dissolution

8. No action was taken by the Committee in pleraryhe forty-ninth session on
this issue. The working group entrusted with theparation of the draft general
recommendation on the economic consequences ofiagarrand its dissolution,
however, met during the session and continued tckwo the revised draft general
recommendation, during a two-day retreat followitige session on 31 July and
1 August 2011. At the fiftieth session, the Committgarted the first reading of the
revised draft general recommendation in plenaryetifgs of the working group
were also held during that session.

General recommendation on the human rights of woen in armed conflict and
post-conflict situations

9. The Committee held a general discussion on 1§ 2011, during its forty-

ninth session, on women in conflict and post-canftituations, as the first phase in
the preparation of a general recommendation on stigiect. Nearly 300 people
attended the discussion. The discussion was opbgdte Chair of the Committee,
Silvia Pimentel, followed by opening addresses banl Simonow, Assistant

Secretary-General, Office of the United Nations HiGommissioner for Human
Rights and Lakshmi Puri, Assistant Secretary-Gelndm Intergovernmental

Support and Strategic Partnerships, UN-Women. Téeegal recommendation was
introduced by Pramila Patten, a member of the Catemiand Chair of its working
group on women in conflict and post-conflict sitioaits. Keynote speakers included:
Margot Wallstrom, Special Representative of the r8egy-General on Sexual
Violence in Conflict; Radhika Coomaraswamy, SpecRépresentative of the
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Secretary-General for Children and Armed Confli®Rashida Manjoo, Special
Rapporteur on violence against women, its causdscansequences; Juan Mendez,
Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, man or degrading treatment or
punishment; and Jessica Neuwirth, Coordinator o& tHigh-level Panel on
Remedies and Reparations for Victims of Sexual &figle in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo. Oral Statements were madehtey Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, UN-Womend ah7 civil society
organizations, including Amnesty International, dmational Women’s Rights
Action Watch Asia Pacific, International Disabilit4lliance, Widows for Peace
through Democracy, International Alliance of WomeBJobal Alliance against
Traffic in Women, Global Action, Forum for Womenal and Development and
others. No action was taken by the Committee imatg during the fiftieth session,
however the working group met during the session.

Joint general recommendation on harmful practices

10. No action was taken by the Committee in plenanythis issue at the forty-
ninth or fiftieth sessions. The working group metidg the fiftieth session and also
held a joint meeting with the working group of tB®@mmittee on the Rights of the
Child to review an annotated outline of the joinéngral recommendation on
harmful practices.

General recommendation on access to justice

11. No action was taken by the Committee on thssiésat the forty-ninth session.
A draft concept note was circulated to the Commaitthuring the fiftieth session,
although no discussions took place in plenary oa tbpic. The working group,
however, did meet during the fiftieth session.

Working group on gender equality in the context asylum, statelessness and
natural disasters

12. No action was taken by the Committee in plenatrythe forty-ninth session,
however the working group met during the sessiourily the fiftieth session, the
Committee authorized the working group on gendeuatity in the context of
asylum, statelessness and natural disasters toralba general recommendation in
this regard. The Committee also decided that anyrkwomn a general
recommendation would take place intersessionallil tecided otherwise by the
Committee.

Working group on rural women

13. At the fiftieth session, the Committee decidedstablish a working group on
rural women for the purpose of preparing a genegsabmmendation in this regard.
The Committee also decided that any work on a gdnmecommendation would take
place intersessionally until decided otherwise by Committee.
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C. Action taken in relation to ways and means ofx@editing the work
of the Committee

Enhancing the Committee’s working methods under iicle 18 of the Convention
Working methods

14. The Committee established a standing workimgugron working methods to
continue to refine the working methods of the Comted in order to fulfil its
responsibilities in a more effective manner witlthre broader framework of the
treaty body strengthening process. Previously, @menmittee had taken steps to
improve its reporting guidelines and the constnetidialogue with the States
parties. It also refined its concluding observasiomfhe Committee also took a
number of related decisions at its forty-ninth diftleth sessions relating to the list
of issues adopted at the meetings of the pre-sessarking group to better focus
priority issues, the establishment of task foraegnhance the constructive dialogue
with States parties and strengthening the rolehefdountry rapporteurs.

15. At its forty-ninth session, the Committee dexidto confirm its current
practice of referring to comments received fromt&gparties relating to concluding
observations of the Committee without reproducitgn in the report of the
Committee. Furthermore, the Committee decided tctpoomments formally
transmitted by States parties relating to conclgdibservations on the web pages of
the relevant session of the Committee, on the Cdteris website, upon the request
of the State party concerned. Such comments wilhdsted as received and will not
be translated. A reference to the website will bevided in the report of the
Committee.

16. The Committee also decided by vote that refeesn to general
recommendations in its concluding observations etiteér outputs of the Committee
should be made in a consistent fashion and folloevsame format, in other words,
title followed by year without any reference, foota or other mention.

Follow-up procedure

17. At its forty-ninth session, the Committee admpthe report of the Rapporteur
on follow-up to concluding observations and consédethe follow-up reports of
and issued its related concluding observations on zerBaijan
(CEDAW/C/AZE/CO/4/Add.1), Iceland (CEDAW/C/ICE/CQi&sdd.1) and Portugal
(CEDAW/C/PRT/CO/7/Add.1). The Committee also sesminders to the following
States parties whose follow-up reports were overdumenia, Cameroon, Germany
and Rwanda. In addition, the Committee sent remiside the following States
parties to which it had already written requestingerdue follow-up reports:
Belgium, Ecuador, El Salvador, Madagascar, Mongatid Uruguay.

18. At its fiftieth session, the Committee adoptbé report of the Rapporteur on
follow-up to concluding observations, considereé fobllow-up reports, additional
information and letters received from, and issuedelated concluding observations
regarding the following States parties: Canada, rDark
(CEDAW/C/DEN/CO/7/Add.1), Germany (CEDAW/C/DEU/CQAd.1), Japan
(CEDAW/C/JPN/CO/6/Add.1), Kyrgyzstan (CEDAW/C/KGZBZ3/Add.1) and
Myanmar (CEDAW/C/MMR/CO/3/Add.3). Canada providededter stating that it
would provide additional information in its nextrnpadic report, due in 2014. In this
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regard, the Committee took the decision to stopfttlew-up procedure on Canada.
The Committee also sent reminders to the follow8tgtes parties whose follow-up
reports were overdue: Bhutan, Guinea-Bissau, the IReople’s Democratic
Republic, Liberia, Spain, Switzerland and Timor-tees

19. Moreover, the Committee assessed the followpupcedure to concluding
observations during the fiftieth session and codellithat given the relatively short
time of two years during which the follow-up proced has been implemented, the
information contained in the reports submitted s2gjg that the follow-up procedure
is achieving its stated goal of acting as a toolmplementation of the Convention
and, more specifically, the identified recommendas set out in the concluding
observations, and is proving to be an effectiveoréipg procedure that enables the
Committee to monitor progress achieved betweenntepmpcycles. The Committee
also appointed Barbara Bailey as the new Rapportaurfollow-up and Yoko
Hayashi as alternate rapporteur for a period of years, until 31 December 2013.

Overdue reports

20. The Committee decided that the secretariat Ishaystematically remind
States parties whose reports are five years or meeedue to submit their reports as
soon as possible. There are currently 12 Statesepawhose report are 5 years or
more overdue: Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados, CEAfrican Republic, Kiribati,
Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Vincent and the Granad, San Marino, Sao Tome and
Principe, Senegal, Solomon Islands, Swaziland andidad and Tobago. States
parties had been responsive to the reminders trarexmby the secretariat, as
evidenced by the number of reports submitted ametdcled for consideration. The
Committee currently has a total of 46 reports scived for consideration between
the fifty-first session (February 2012) and theyfigixth session (October 2013).

Dates of future sessions of the Committee
21. The Committee confirmed the dates of its fifitgt, fifty-second and fifty-
third sessions as follows:

Fifty-first session

(a) Twenty-second session of the Working GroupCarmmunications under
the Optional Protocol: 7-10 February 2012, Geneva;

(b) Plenary: 13 February-2 March 2012, Geneva,;

(c) Pre-session working group for the fifty-thisgssion: 5-9 March 2012,
Geneva,
Fifty-second session

(a) Twenty-third session of the Working Group oon@inunications under
the Optional Protocol: 4-6 July 2012, New York;

(b) Plenary: 9-27 July 2012, New York;

(c) Pre-session working group for the fifty-fourdession: 30 July-3 August
2012, New York;
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Fifty-third session

(a) Twenty-fourth session of the Working Group @Gommunications under
the Optional Protocol: 26-28 September 2012, Geneva

(b) Plenary: 1-19 October 2012, Geneva,;

(c) Pre-session working group for the fifty-fifteession: 22-26 October
2012, Geneva.

Reports to be considered at future sessions ofdfCommittee

22. The Committee confirmed that it will considdretreports of the following
States parties at its fifty-first session: AlgeriBrazil, Congo, Grenada, Jordan,
Norway and Zimbabwe. In addition it will considemnet reports of the following
States parties at its fifty-second session: theaBads, Bulgaria, Guyana, Indonesia,
Jamaica, Mexico, New Zealand and Samoa. At ityifftird session, it will consider
the reports of the following States parties: Celnfrfaican Republic (in the absence
of a report), Chile, Comoros, Equatorial Guinearbt®e Togo and Turkmenistan.

D. Action taken by the Committee in respect of isses arising from
article 2 and article 8 of the Optional Protocol

23. At the forty-ninth session, the Committee ers@éalr the report of the Working
Group on Communications under the Optional Protooal its nineteenth and
twentieth sessions. The Committee took action ommanications Nos. 17/2008,
20/2008 and 23/2009 and adopted views on those agrwations by consensus. In
addition, the Committee decided to discontinuechgsideration of communication
No. 21/2009 and to allocate additional time for tdomsideration of communications
at the Committee’s fiftieth session.

24. No action was taken by the Committee regarditpw-up to views during

the forty-ninth session, as no representative of fermanent Mission of the
Philippines was available for a follow-up meetimgrelation to communication No.
18/2008.

25. No action was taken by the Committee at theéyfainth session with respect
to inquiries under article 8 of the Optional Pratbc

26. At its fiftieth session, the Committee endorstb@ report of the Working

Group on Communications under the Optional Protamolits twenty-first session.

The Committee took action on communications Nog2@@9, 26/2010 and 27/2010
and adopted one view and two inadmissibility demmisi on those communications
by consensus. In addition, the Committee took tiii#ing decisions:

(a) To maintain the current format of three Contest sessions, including
one session in New York, serviced by the Petitibingt;

(b) To improve the Committee’s website, with awiéo reflecting all cases
adopted by the Committee, including discontinuadeeisions;

(c) To include information on the Optional Protbda the Committee’s
Extranet page, to ensure that members have acoeapdated information on all
registered cases;
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(d) To develop, during 2012, a methodology witgaed to follow-up.

27. The Committee decided to appoint the followragporteurs on follow-up: for
communication No. 17/2008, Olinda Bareiro-Bobadilend Magalys Arocha
Dominguez; for communication No. 20/2008, Dubrav&anonovié and Victoria
Popescu; and for communication No. 23/2009, Yokgdashi, Violeta Neubauer and
Patricia Schulz.

28. No specific follow-up action could be undertakat the fiftieth session in
relation to communication No. 18/2008, as the Per@ma Mission of the Philippines
did not respond to the Committee’s request forlbofo-up meeting, which had been
transmitted earlier in the session.

29. With respect to inquiries under article 8 o tBptional Protocol, a request for
an inquiry was received and registered by the dadet (No. 2011/Ill), and
members of the Committee were appointed to undertagreliminary consideration
of the information received, in accordance wither82 of the rules of procedure of
the Committee. The Committee also examined inforomatelating to inquiry No.
2011/11 and decided to request additional inforroatbn the matter. The Committee
further examined information relating to a requeshcerning inquiry No. 2011/l
and decided to establish an inquiry pursuant te 84 of the rules of procedure. The
Committee was also briefed on the status of inqtiioy 2010/1.
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Annex |

Letter dated 31 March 2011 from the Chair of theCommittee on
the Elimination of Discrimination against Women addessed to the
Prime Minister of Egypt

On behalf of the Committee on the Elimination ofs&imination against
Women, | have the honour to refer to the recenttigal developments in Egypt and
the opportunity provided by such developments twogmize the important role of
women in the call for change by ensuring that wolmeights are a top priority for
the Government of Egypt.

The Committee notes with concern that constitwlotegislative and policy
initiatives and reforms may be undertaken withdwé full participation of Egyptian
women. The Committee wishes to highlight in thisggaed that women’s full
participation is essential not only for their empmwent, but for the advancement
of society as a whole.

As a State party to the Convention on the Elimioratof All Forms of
Discrimination against Women, Egypt has undertalegrally binding obligations to
give effect to all of the provisions of the Conviemt with a view towards
eliminating discrimination against women in all ifierms and manifestations and
promoting equality between men and women. The Cotige also calls upon States
parties to ensure the development and advancenfembmen and recognizes that
the full and complete development of a country ieggithe maximum participation
of women on equal terms with men in all fields, luding the formulation of
Government policy and institution-building.

The Committee notes that the concept of demociiacgnly truly realized
when political decision-making is shared by womewl anen alike and incorporates
a gender perspective. As such, in the light of daheve, the Committee urges the
Government of Egypt to:

1. Enable women to fully participate in the proze$ democratization at all
levels of decision-making.

2. Ensure that the constitutional, legislative apdlicy initiatives and
reforms integrate the principle of non-discrimimatias provided for in article 2 of
the Convention, and respect for and enhancemewbaien’s rights.

3. Ensure that the implementation of such initieasi and reforms integrate a
gender perspective and conform fully to the provis of the Convention.

4. Ensure that the national mechanism on the sigfitwomen is provided
with a comprehensive and clear mandate and adeqfiatacial and human
resources to effectively discharge its functions.

(Signed) Silvia Pimentel
Chair

11-62391 9
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Letter dated 31 March 2011 from the Chair of theCommittee on
the Elimination of Discrimination against Women addessed to the
Prime Minister of Tunisia

On behalf of the Committee on the Elimination ofs&imination against
Women, | have the honour to refer to the recenitigpal developments in Tunisia
and the opportunity provided by such developmeatsetognize the important role
of women in the call for change by ensuring thatvem's rights are a top priority
for the Government of Tunisia.

The Committee notes with concern that constitwlotegislative and policy
initiatives and reforms may be undertaken withdé full participation of Tunisian
women. The Committee wishes to highlight in thiggaed that women’s full
participation is essential not only for their empmwent, but for the advancement
of society as a whole.

As a State party to the Convention on the Elimioratof All Forms of
Discrimination against Women, Tunisia has undertalegally binding obligations
to give effect to all of the provisions of the Camtion with a view towards
eliminating discrimination against women in all itsrms and manifestations and
promoting equality between men and women. The Cotign also calls upon States
parties to ensure the development and advancenfembmen and recognizes that
the full and complete development of a country ieggithe maximum participation
of women on equal terms with men in all fields, luming the formulation of
Government policy and institution-building.

The Committee notes that the concept of demociiacgnly truly realized
when political decision-making is shared by womew anen alike and incorporates
a gender perspective. As such, in the light of @lbe®ve, the Committee urges the
Government of Tunisia to:

1. Enable women to fully participate in the proze$ democratization at all
levels of decision-making.

2. Ensure that the constitutional, legislative apdlicy initiatives and
reforms integrate the principle of non-discrimimettias provided for in article 2 of
the Convention, and respect for and enhancemewbaien’s rights.

3. Ensure that the implementation of such initieasi and reforms integrate a
gender perspective and conform fully to the promisi of the Convention.

4. Ensure that the national mechanism on the siglitwomen is provided
with a comprehensive and clear mandate and adeqfiatacial and human
resources to effectively discharge its functions.

(Signed) Silvia Pimentel
Chair

10 11-62391
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Annex Il

Decision 49/VIiI
Working group on working methods

The Committee took the following decision, on 28yJ2011, with respect to
the Working group on working methods:

The Committee has constantly refined its workingtihods in order to fulfil its
responsibilities in an effective manner. It has foyed its reporting guidelines and
its constructive dialogue with the States partiesl das refined its concluding
observations. The Committee’s desire to strengthed rationalize its working
methods will be a long-term project. In additiorhet Committee’s desire to
strengthen its working methods is now taking pladgéhin the broader context of
the treaty body strengthening process. Faced witbhallenging workload, the
Committee will need to continue to strengthen iwrking methods, also taking into
consideration the harmonization of the treaty baggtem. As such, it is proposed
that the task force on working methods should tendformed into a standing
working group.

Decision 49/1X
Pre-session working group and list of issues

The Committee took the following decision on 29yJ2011:

In order to assist in the prioritization of issuéor the constructive
dialogue and to keep replies as concise as posgiblsome cases replies
consist of 100 pages or more), it is proposed thatList of Issues contain no
more than 20 questions. Each question should com@aimore than 3 issues.

Questions for the List of Issues should be thgetyof questions which
require research and not the type of questions that be asked during the
constructive dialogue.

The transmittal note template for the State parindicates a page limit
of 25 pages for replies; it also indicates thatt&tgarties may attach a limited
number of additional pages of statistical data only

It is also proposed that the transmittal letterrhodified to clearly state
that information contained in the reply should mepeat information already
provided in the report.

11-62391 11
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Annex Il

Decision 50/
Working group on working methods: enhanced constictive dialogue, including
task forces

The Committee adopted the following decision, oh Qctober 2011, with
respect to enhancing the constructive dialogue WithState parties:

1. Based on its previous practice, the Committes|sestablish task forces
for the constructive dialogue with States parti@s,a pilot project, during the fifty-
first and fifty-second sessions. An evaluation b timpact of this task force
approach shall be conducted by the Committee duitagdfifty-second session.
Country rapporteurs shall take a leading role inrdinating the work of task forces.

2.  The members of the Committee shall express thyions for joining the
task forces, in consultation with the country ragipars, during the sessions prior to
the fifty-first and fifty-second sessions respeetiv The membership of the task
forces will be finalized in an informal meeting tife Committee as a whole, at the
end of each of the preceding sessions and will bflected in the Chair’s
intersession letter.

3. Membership of a task force should not exceedegpgerts. In order to
facilitate coordination of task force members satthll main areas of concern are
covered in an appropriate manner, the country raepos should organize task
force meetings no later than the day precedingdiaogue. Country rapporteurs
should also brief the Committee as a whole on the@nntoncerns relating to the
country reports, during the afternoon meeting & tlay before the dialogue.

4. The members of a task force may have at mostitterventions during
the constructive dialogue. Time allocation for invtentions should take into account
the number of interventions per article of the Cemton, as follows: 6 minutes for
a single speaker on a given article and 3 minutgsspeaker when there are two or
more speakers for the same article.

5. Furthermore, any Committee member may ask follpp questions
limited to 2 minutes each, if time allows.

6. The Committee shall strive for better time mgawaent during the
constructive dialogue. Committee members shouldrjize their interventions,
limit the number of issues raised and focus on eratmost relevant for the country
under consideration. During the constructive dialegexperts should not repeat
qguestions asked previously, neither should theymss questions contained in the
list of issues, unless these have not been proparty satisfactorily answered. To
facilitate better time management, it is propodeat the Committee covers sections
I and Il of the Convention during the meetings hpttbr to 1:00 pm and sections Il
and IV during the meetings held between 1:00 af® Fm.

7. The Chair will continue to coordinate with thead of delegation with
respect to time management, providing guidance @mdinders when appropriate
throughout the dialogue, including reminders tovde precise and brief answers.
Likewise, the Chair will advise the delegation twoal reading out lists of statistics
and supply them in writing instead.
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8. It is the prerogative of the Chair to move thensideration of the
questions relating to articles 15 and 16 of the Wwmion (part 1V), when
appropriate and in consultation with the countrypparteur, so that they are
considered together with the questions relatingpaot 1. This decision should be
announced in the beginning of the dialogue.

Decision 50/II
Working group on working methods: strengthening he role of the
country rapporteurs

The Committee adopted the following decision, oh Qctober 2011, with
respect to strengthening the role of the countpprateurs:

1. Country rapporteurs shall have a more promineié in providing
guidance to experts in the preparation for andmuthe constructive dialogues, in
the drafting and adoption of concluding observasioms well as in handling
comments from States parties in response to theladimg observations.

2. Country rapporteurs shall conduct informal adtetions with experts in
order to ensure full coverage of the main areasaicern in the country and to
prevent any overlap. Country rapporteurs should disief the Committee as a
whole on the main concerns relating to the coumtports, during the afternoon
meeting of the day before the dialogue.

3. It is proposed that better coordination shobkl ensured between the
country rapporteurs, the pre-session working groams the secretariat. The country
rapporteurs shall endeavour to provide inputs tphe-session working group with
respect to the countries concerned, even if they reot members of the working
group. The secretariat shall also endeavour togastie staff member who worked
on a particular country during the pre-session wugkgroup to the same country for
the purposes of the constructive dialogue.

4. The country rapporteurs shall also provide ¢tbentry briefing notes as
early as possible to the secretariat, no later thia@ week prior to the session. In
this regard, the secretariat shall make availableirdormation and inputs from
country teams and from other sources as early asiple. The same applies to the
output of the pre-session working group and thekgemund notes prepared by the
secretariat. It is further noted that all such miaie are posted on the Extranet of
the Committee as soon as they are made availalileeteecretariat.

5.  Country rapporteurs’ notes shall not repeabrinfation contained in the
background notes prepared by the secretariat. Thheses shall include succinct
information about the socio-political context oftkbountry and shall focus on main
areas of concern (not necessarily on an articlealticle basis), as well as on
suggestions for recommendations.

6. The secretariat, in consultation with the warkigroup on working
methods, shall develop a template for the courdpporteurs’ briefing notes.
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Annex IV

Statement by the Committee on the Elimination oDiscrimination
against Women on the anniversaries of the Conventiorelating to
the Status of Refugees of 1951 and the Convention the
Reduction of Statelessness of 1961, adopted on 18t@ber 2011
during the fiftieth session of the Committee

A call for gender equality for refugees and statess persons

Together with the Convention relating to the Ssatd Refugees of 1951 and
the 1967 Protocol thereto and the Convention onRkduction of Statelessness of
1961, the 1979 Convention on the Elimination of Abrms of Discrimination
against Women provides universal standards for titeatment of refugee and
stateless women and girls. These instruments areptamentary and their full
implementation is essential to achieving genderatityu

On the occasion of the sixtieth anniversary of @envention relating to the
Status of Refugees and the fiftieth anniversaryhef Convention on the Reduction
of Statelessness, the Committee on the EliminatodnDiscrimination against
Women requests all State parties to the Converdgiothe Elimination of All Forms
of Discrimination against Women to reaffirm thewrnemitment to adhering to their
international obligations by ensuring that theiw$a policies and practices do not
discriminate against refugee and stateless womdmgats.

The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms Bfiscrimination against
Women promotes gender equality and sets out mesdareghe advancement of all
women, without distinction on the basis of theirtinaality, citizenship or other
legal status, such as refugee, migration or masitaius. Gender discrimination and
inequality against women and girls can be the testiland intensified by forced
displacement and statelessness. Situations of dodéigplacement and statelessness
often have different impacts on women and girlgJuding sexual and gender-based
violence and discrimination against women.

The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms Bliscrimination against
Women applies at every stage of the displacementecyAsylum claims made by
women may be based on any of the grounds in thev@ution relating to the Status
of Refugees, but they may also be based on geradietred forms of persecution.
The Committee calls on States to recognize genelated forms of persecution and
to interpret the “membership of a particular sogedup” ground of the Convention
relating to the Status of Refugees to apply to won@ender-sensitive registration,
reception, interview and adjudication processe® alsed to be in place to ensure
women’s equal access to asylum.

The Committee likewise calls upon States to imm@eimsafeguards against
sexual and gender-related violence against womehgars in refugee settings and
to provide remedies for such violations, to empowemen by ensuring their equal
participation in refugee leadership positions, wtthg within peace building
processes in accordance with the Convention onBlimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women and Security Counealution 1325 (2000). It also
calls upon States to guarantee women equal rights access to health services,
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education, food, shelter, security, free movemard apportunities in their search
for justice and durable solutions.

In relation to statelessness, the Convention @nBlimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women is a significant tawmlinternational efforts to prevent
and reduce statelessness arising from discriminagigainst women with regard to
nationality rights. The Convention requires fullopgction of women’s equality in
nationality matters. It provides that States shetisure that marriage does not
automatically change the nationality of the wifender her stateless or force upon
her the nationality of the husband. States pardies also obliged to grant women
equal rights with men to transfer nationality teithforeign spouse as well as their
children. The Committee welcomes the legislativargdes made by a number of
States parties to change discriminatory nationdhtys. Problems persist, however,
in approximately 30 countries worldwide.

Notwithstanding the progress made so far, muchaiamto be done to achieve
gender equality, not least within the contexts ispthcement and statelessness. The
Committee recognizes that the risks faced by woraad girls, in particular the
scourge of gender-based, sexual and domestic Wieleamnd human trafficking,
continue to be of paramount concern. The Committals on States to remain
seized of these issues as a matter of prioritytanfdirther strengthen the protection
of women and girls.

The Committee also encourages States that havgetadone so to accede to
the Convention relating to the Status of Refugek4961 and the 1967 Protocol
thereto, the Convention relating to the status tdt&8ess Persons of 1954, the
Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness ofl 1&&d the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination againstVomen and its Optional
Protocol, to withdraw any continuing reservatiors these instruments and to
establish national legal frameworks on asylum atadesessness that respect gender
equality principles.
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Annex V

General statement of the Committee on the Elimirtgon of
Discrimination against Women on rural women, adoptd on
19 October 2011 during its fiftieth session

The situation of rural women has been in the faref of the United Nations
agenda for many years, including in the Generakfssly, the Economic and Social
Council, the Commission on the Status of Women, t@emmittee on the
Elimination of Discrimination against Women and irarious United Nations
agencies. It is also linked to the effective anld implementation of the Millennium
Development Goals.

In the light of the upcoming fifty-sixth sessiorf the Commission on the
Status of Women with the priority theme “The empoment of rural women and
their role in poverty and hunger eradication, depehent and current challenges”,
the Committee on the Elimination of Discriminaticagainst Women takes the
opportunity to make a general statement on rurahemwo.

Normative framework

The Committee is mandated, inter alia, to spealficaddress the rights, needs
and concerns of rural women. Article 14 of the Cemtvon on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women states that Statesigmshall take into account the
particular problems faced by rural women and tlgmidicant roles that rural women
play in the economic survival of their families,clading their work in the non-
monetized sectors of the economy, and shall takepgropriate measures to ensure
the application of the provisions of the Conventtonwomen in rural areas. States
parties shall take all appropriate measures to iahte discrimination against
women in rural areas in order to ensure, on a bafsequality of men and women,
that they participate in and benefit from rural dpment.

In its General Recommendation No. 16 on unpaid womworkers in rural and
urban family enterprises, the Committee recommenithed States parties take the
necessary steps to guarantee payment, social seeumd social benefits for women
who work without such benefits in enterprises owbgda family member.

The Committee’s General Recommendation No. 19ioterce against women
states that rural women are at risk of gender-baselénce as a result of traditional
attitudes regarding the subordinate role of woméat tpersist in many rural
communities. Girls from rural communities are a¢sial risk of violence and sexual
exploitation when they leave the rural communityseek employment in towns.

Empowerment

The Committee stresses that despite efforts uallent to encourage the
overall empowerment of rural women, there are stiiny issues that need to be
addressed, as women, and in particular rural wonface discrimination in all
spheres of life.
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Education and literacy

Two thirds of the roughly 1 billion illiterate ppte in the world are women
and girls. Worldwide, girls from rural areas aretpaularly disadvantaged, with the
lowest levels of literacy and education. Availalfigures show that only 5 per cent
of such services as education programmes and tigénaddress the needs of rural
women. Notably, literacy programmes for girls andmen are not easily accessible
to more remote rural communities. Distance to st¢hofear of sexual assault en
route to school or at school and early pregnanogether with often heavy
household responsibilities, discourage or prever$’'geducation opportunities.

Health

Rural women are particularly disadvantaged witbpect to their access to
health-care services. Maternal mortality rates o to be strikingly high in rural
areas, with a rate of 640 deaths per 100,000 livéhbin rural areas, compared with
a rate of 447 per 100,000 in urban areas. In evegyon of the world, the presence
of skilled birth attendants and medical personrellawer in rural than in urban
areas. Obstetric fistula, a condition that oftewaleps during obstructed labour, is
more prevalent among rural women as a result ohotaltion, pregnancy at a young
age and difficult working conditions. In additioagccess to overall health care for
the girl child is often very poor, as she is usyateglected, owing to prevailing
patriarchal attitudes in many traditional ruraltseds that give preference to boys.

Access to resources and opportunities

Rural women have less access to resources, trpiaimd skill development
opportunities, as a result of illiteracy, the prirece of negative stereotypes and
their overall socio-economic status. This limiteitheffective participation in the
community. As a consequence, in some regions, twdfer from discrimination in
relation to their right to land ownership and triersof property. The reduction of
rural poverty depends on improving the access famen to decent work and
income-generating opportunities, particularly thghuensuring their access to
productive assets, including land, credit and tetbgy and developing their skills
and human capital. Reducing hunger and malnutridepends on real and equal
access to and control over productive resourcesbfdh men and women in rural
areas. Investing in women farmers and closing tleadgr gap in agricultural
productivity would reduce the number of undernoleid people by 12-17 per cent.
That translates into 100 to 150 million fewer peofiving in hunger. Despite the
recognized role of women in combating food insetyurand poverty and the
importance of women’s access to sustainable enewgyer, sanitation, education,
nutrition and health to the overall developmentaofountry, necessary funding has
not matched policy commitments. Of the $18.4 billispent on agricultural aid
between 2002 and 2008, donors reported that justpgr cent included a gender
focus.

In some countries, only 10 per cent of credit wloces are extended to
women, especially rural women, mainly because mafidegislation and customary
law do not allow them to share land ownership/propeights along with their
husbands or male members of their families, or beedemale heads of household
are excluded from land entitlement schemes and egumsntly cannot provide the
collateral required by lending institutions.
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Rural women also have very limited employment appoities, in general, and
when they seek off-farm employment, they tend toelngaged in less skilled and
less financially rewarding jobs. Microfinance cresdio rural women and micro-,
small- and medium-sized enterprises for women’$-egiployment also need to be
promoted.

Agriculture, hunger and poverty

Rural women are key partners in economic and $aa@aelopment. According
to comparable data, women comprise an average qfe4Xent of the agricultural
labour force of developing countries. In fact, inamy countries they are the
backbone of local and national food security aratiical force in reducing poverty,
malnutrition and hunger and in promoting developmeYet, when it comes to
investments and policies, women’s contribution tmd security and agricultural
production is often unpaid, largely invisible, freeptly ignored and generally
under-supported. Rural women’s needs for agricalttechnologies, labour-saving
agricultural equipment and modern means of commatioa have to be addressed,
as well as the valuing and counting of their nonmmtized contribution to the
economic survival of the family and national deyaioent.

Agriculture is inextricably linked to poverty eriadtion, especially in
developing countries. The main challenges to adtucal productivity include the
negative impacts of climate change, natural disasé@d man-made disasters, such
as internal conflicts, which disproportionately exft rural women. In addition, the
lease and sale of large tracts of land to otheteStar to large private companies, as
well as the patenting of seeds, tend to reducehi@ces that women will be able to
provide adequate food for themselves and their li@sii Rural women have a
central role in combating these negative effectd mist therefore be involved in all
relevant programmes aimed at addressing such cigdk including in the
preservation of the natural environment and ofdbality of food.

Conflict situations

Rural women often bear the major burden in armewflict and post-conflict
situations. In addition to violations of basic humaghts such as the right to life,
safety and freedom of movement, armed conflict ate$ rural women’s rights to
productivity, livelihoods, access to food and hkattare. In addition, they face
forced displacement, sexual violence and the Idsmily members and children.
Despite some attention given to women in conflibg situation of rural women in
times of armed conflict and post-conflict is oftigmored.

Violence, trafficking, sexual exploitation and foced labour

Violence against women, trafficking in women anesal exploitation and
forced labour are often linked to poverty and taekl of opportunities in rural areas.
Such root causes of violence and trafficking shobédaddressed through targeted
legislative and policy measures. Rural women inhbobnflict and post-conflict
situations are disproportionately affected. The céplesituation of these women
needs focused attention.

11-62391



E/CN.6/2012/CRP.1

Participatory development

The Committee recognizes the importance of ruramen’s participation as
critical agents of development, in such roles ascagfural producers, entrepreneurs
or managers of natural resources. It also emphasikhe crucial role that rural
women play with respect to enhancing agriculturaild arural development,
improving food security and eradicating poverty.eT@ommittee underscores the
right of rural women and women’s organizations trtizipate in decision-making
processes that have an impact on their lives, bfiolg through representation in
parliaments, bodies of local governance and witthie authorities entrusted with
negotiating and implementing the sale and leasiihngational land to foreign States
and/or private companies.

Recommendations

The Committee calls upon all Member States and Wmited Nations, its
programmes, funds and agencies to contribute tosvéind achievement of gender
equality in rural areas and stresses the importaricend the need for coordinated
action on a broad scale in partnership with civtiety, as appropriate, to increase
rural women’s overall empowerment and their conttibns to agricultural
productivity and the eradication of poverty and ben in particular, by:

 Incorporating gender-sensitive perspectives wtesigning and implementing
rural development strategies, policies and prograsinand including the
objective of gender equality as an overarching gdaduch strategies, policies
and programmes, and adopting and implementing teargcspecial measures
in favour of rural women;

* Renouncing policies that might limit the abilibf rural women to provide
adequate food for themselves, their families andnmanities, such as
purchasing seeds with genetic use restriction teldgy patents, which
produce sterile plants and force farmers to buydseeach planting season
instead of using seeds produced by the plants tbkmes;

e Involving rural women in all aspects of plannjngmplementation and
evaluation of all policies and programmes that hamémpact on their lives;

« Enhancing rural women'’s representation in pankats and executive bodies,
as well as in bodies of national and local govengarincluding in authorities
responsible for planning, negotiating, selling easing national land;

« Ensuring rural women'’s equal access to basi¢as@ervices such as housing,
education, health-care services, including matersakual and reproductive
health-care services, childcare facilities and nseafrtransportation;

« Providing social safety networks to help ruradmen in developing countries
face the impact of economic restructuring and fpode volatility;

« Promoting full employment and decent work forraluwomen, including
income-generating activities;

¢ Reducing rural women’s labour time and work efffovith innovations in
infrastructure and technology;

« Ensuring rural women have equal, easy and a#folel access to productive
resources, energy, water, land use, ownership angepty, environmentally
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sound technologies, financing and microcredits,eegton and agri-business
services, vocational and non-vocational trainingggammes and markets;

« Integrally incorporating women’s concerns andtg#ation in the planning,
implementation and monitoring of all developmentdarnvironmental
management programmes to ensure women'’s involvendrith is necessary
for their benefit as well as for the achievemenso$tainable development;

« Adopting systematic measures to increase theaeavess of rural women about
the scope of their rights and to undertake genanadreness-raising campaigns
in educating society about the roles, rights andtust of rural women,
including through Government programmes, the mediid| society initiatives
and through traditional leaders in order to combraditions, stereotypes,
customary laws and practices that discriminate rmggaiural women;

« Ensuring rural women’s access to justice and slhpporting institutional
mechanisms necessary to fulfil their rights, sotthaal women can realize
their full potential in every respect;

* Developing strategies to address the specialsied older women, women
with disabilities and indigenous women living inrall areas, who often suffer
a severe lack of basic resources for subsistemmmnie security, access to
health care and information on and enjoyment ofrteatitlements and rights.
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