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Human Rights Treaties Division 
Chairperson,

Distinguished members of the Committee

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is a great pleasure to open your one hundred and eleventh session. At the outset, I must extend my congratulations to those members who were re-elected to the Committee during the meeting of States parties on 24 June: Mr. Ben Achour, Mr. Iwasawa, and Ms. Waterval.  I am happy to see that the excellent work you do on behalf of the Committee will continue for another four years.  We are also looking forward to meeting new members of the Committee who will join us at the March session next year. 

At the same time, I must extend our best wishes to all outgoing members of the Committee who deserve our congratulations. Mme. Chanet, Mr. Flinterman, Mr. Kaelin, Ms. Majodina, Mr. Neuman, and Mr. Zlatescu.  The Committee will not be the same without you. But it is too early for goodbyes as we all have two more sessions to benefit from your experience on the Committee. 
I would like to express a very warm welcome to Mr. Seetulsingh. Mr. Seetulsingh was elected at the same meeting of States parties to fill the vacancy that arose from the resignation of Mr. Matadeen.  Mr. Seetulsingh is not new to OHCHR and until recently was a member of the Human Rights Council Advisory Committee. I wish you much professional satisfaction and every success in your new role Mr. Seetulsingh. 

Members of the Committee, ladies and gentlemen,
I would now like to highlight some of the work relevant to your mandate, which the OHCHR has been engaged in since your last session. The controversy relating to the scope of the right to privacy in the context of surveillance/digital age has not gone away.  In fact, further revelations expressed in the UK media a few weeks ago on a government official’s defence of mass surveillance as being within the law, highlight again the necessity for legal clarity on these issues. You are aware that a General Assembly resolution last December expressed deep concern at the negative impact that surveillance and interception of communications may have on human rights and requested a report from this office on the issue. I understand that this report has now been finalised and will be published this month prior to its presentation before to the Human Rights Council and the General Assembly. We are hopeful that the contents of this report will assist in identifying the gaps and possible courses of action to ensure that the rights held by people offline are also protected online.  
It is with pleasure that I would like to inform you of an added activity of the Petitions Unit. The Unit has begun producing a treaty body case law note, summarizing highlights of recent developments in the jurisprudence of all treaty bodies on individual cases. This initiative will take the form of trimestrial succinct and selective updates.  These notes were designed to be distributed to the entire office of OHCHR for the purpose of increasing the visibility and awareness of the treaty bodies’ case law and the work of the Committees on individual cases.   This will allow colleagues in different divisions and in the field to integrate examples of treaty bodies’ case law in their research, reports, advocacy work.   
During your last session, the High Commissioner referred to some of the work the OHCHR is engaging in this year to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, aiming at the abolition of the death penalty.  This work continues and in a recent side event of the Council, the Deputy High Commissioner welcomed the recent ratifications of this Optional Protocol by El Salvador, Gabon and Poland. She also called on other States that have not yet done so to follow suit. It is the sincere hope of the Secretary General, the High Commissioner and the Deputy High Commissioner to see many more ratifications before the end of the year.
Other UN organizations are also playing their part on the road to abolition. Given that 32 States continue to apply the death penalty for drug-related offences, the United Nations International Narcotics Control Board discussed the imposition of the death penalty for such offences in February 2014. Subsequently, in a note verbale addressed to all Member States issued in March 2014, the Board encouraged States that still imposed the death penalty for drug-related offences to abolish this punishment. 
Positive steps have also been taken recently by some States towards possible ratification. The Government of Equatorial Guinea established a moratorium on the application of the death penalty; the Government of Pakistan decided to continue its moratorium on the use of capital punishment; the President of the United Arab Emirates ordered a general stay on executions and the Governor of the State of Washington in the United States of America, announced the introduction of a moratorium on the death penalty in February 2014.
Despite these successes, a worrying number of States continue to apply the death penalty on children in their legislation. Between June 2013 and June 2014, a number of these 14 States executed child offenders. The OHCHR encourages the Committee to continue to take whatever action you deem appropriate to encourage ratifications. It is hoped that the event you will hold next October to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Second Optional Protocol will steer the global trend towards abolition.
Members,

You are all aware of the successful adoption last April of General Assembly resolution 68/268 on Strengthening and enhancing the effective functioning of the human rights treaty body system. This Committee has been granted extra weeks of plenary time next year which will be used to reduce your backlog, in particular with respect to communications. The discussions on implementing the resolution already began within the forum of the Chairperson’s meeting two weeks ago. Your Chairperson will debrief you on the outcome of this meeting but please let me say the following on behalf of OHCHR. This meeting of Chairpersons was the first meeting since the adoption of GA resolution 68/268 on the strengthening of the treaty body system. The Chairpersons welcomed this resolution that opens a new area in the history of treaty bodies and “expressed the commitment of human rights treaty bodies to further develop their work as a system”. 
You will see from the recommendations and decisions of the Chairpersons meeting that progress has been achieved, but also that much follow-up is now required by each of the nine treaty bodies with a reporting procedure. In particular, as endorsed by the Chairs, Committees should consider making the Simplified Reporting Procedure (SPR) available after 1 January 2015. Treaty bodies should also consider alignment of the constructive dialogue and the concluding observations along the lines endorsed by the Chairpersons and clearly identified in paragraphs 5 and 6 of General Assembly resolution 68/268.
We all have a momentum now to improve even more the quality and efficiency of the system and its delivery. As you know, the Secretary General was tasked in Resolution 68/268 to report back every two years to the General assembly on “progress achieved by the treaty bodies in achieving greater efficiency and effectiveness in their work” (paragraph 40). Our major aim, that I trust you all share, is to demonstrate results. 
Members, ladies and gentlemen,
In conclusion and without further ado, I wish you a very successful and productive 111th session and open the floor for any questions or comments from the Members.  

I wish you successful deliberations and a productive session.
………………………………………………………………...
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