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Paragraph 12
The Committee regrets the failure of the State party to refer to any measures taken since the adoption of the Committee’s concluding observations and to measures taken to guarantee that the victims of the events of 1 March 2008 receive adequate reparation including compensation and adequate medical and psychosocial rehabilitation. The Committee reiterates its recommendation.
As regards providing adequate reparation and necessary medical and psychological rehabilitation to the victims of the events of 1 March 2008, below is the information on introduction and development of the legal concept of non-pecuniary damage.

On 21 December 2015, the National Assembly of the Republic of Armenia adopted the Law of the Republic of Armenia “On making amendments and supplements to the Civil Code of the Republic of Armenia”.
This law provides citizens with more opportunities to request pecuniary or monetary compensation for damages in all cases when violations by any state and local self-government body or official of their rights (including the right to not being subjected to torture, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, right to personal liberty and integrity, right to fair trial, right to respect for private and family life, inviolability of residence, right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion, freedom of expression) resulted in non-pecuniary damage. The importance of the project was due to the necessity to fully execute the judgments delivered by the European Court of Human Rights with regard to Armenia, as well as fully comply with the requirements of Decision of the Constitutional Court of the Republic of Armenia SDVo-1121 of 5 November 2013. Moreover, the European Court is currently examining applications filed against Armenia that relate to the legal concept of compensation for non-pecuniary damage.
After the adoption of the Law “On making amendments and supplements to the Civil Code of the Republic of Armenia” (21.12.2015) No.ՀՕ-184-Ն which came into force on 01.01.2016 there were no complaints sent to the Court of First Instances about compensation of non-pecuniary damages or breaches of any articles of the Convention or regarding any unfair trial.
On 19 May 2014 the National Assembly of the Republic of Armenia adopted the Law of the Republic of Armenia “On making amendments and supplements to the Civil Code of the Republic of Armenia”, whereby a mechanism for compensation for non-pecuniary damage was introduced but was, however, incomplete.
First of all, it did not include all the rights, in case of violation whereof the European Court awarded compensation for moral or non-pecuniary damage. In particular, while an opportunity for compensation for non-pecuniary damage was previously envisaged only for violation of the ban on torture, of the right to life, of the right to personal liberty, as well as for damage incurred as a result of unlawful conviction, the new amendments also included the rights to fair trial, respect for private and family life, inviolability of residence, freedom of thought, conscience and religion, freedom of expression, freedom of assembly and association, effective legal remedies, and to ownership. Moreover, the list of rights was selected taking as a basis the standard of the European Court, whereby independent compensation is awarded with regard to those rights.
[bookmark: To]The issue of complete introduction of the legal concept of compensation for non-pecuniary damage was also directly related to the determining of the amounts of compensation. In fact, these amounts did not comply with the stance of the European Court. In particular, in lieu of AMD 500 000 and 1 000 000 previously in effect, now, depending on the right allegedly violated, AMD 2 000 000 and 3 000 000 are envisaged. Of course, the regulation according to which the court shall not be bound to those amounts where it finds that the violation of the right resulted in adverse consequences for the given person has also been retained. These amounts of compensation for non-pecuniary damage are based on both the international practice and the case law of the European Court.
To avoid repetition of the process, the amendments also provide for the opportunity to — within the framework of civil procedure — establish the fact of violation of the right and to request compensation for non-pecuniary damage therefore by the same judicial act.
Moreover, now a person acquires the right to request — under judicial procedure — compensation for non-pecuniary damage not only where a violation caused by a decision, action or omission of a local self-government body or an official of the fundamental right of that person is established under judicial procedure, but also where it is established by the criminal prosecution body.
The new law also includes a regulation, according to which the Republic of Armenia or the community that has compensated for damage caused as a result of a decision, action or omission of a state or local self-government body or an official thereof, has the right to recourse claim (regress)against that person in the amount of the compensation paid by it. The existence of guilt of the state or local self-government body or the official shall serve as a ground for filing a recourse claim.
The subject matter of the proposed regulation of non-pecuniary damage has been clarified, and to exclude the possibility of repetitions and contradictions in the provisions of different laws, it has been prescribed that the non-pecuniary damage resulting from unlawful administrative action shall be subject to compensation as prescribed by the Law of the Republic of Armenia “On fundamentals of administrative action and administrative proceedings”.
In 2014-2015, based on the fact of the deaths of 10 persons and of 3 persons receiving bodily injuries, 10 individual proceedings were severed within the scope of the criminal case examined by the Special Investigation Service of the Republic of Armenia with regard to the events that occurred on 1 and 2 March 2008; the preliminary investigation of each of them is in progress, relevant investigative actions are being carried out.

Paragraph 14
The Committee regrets the failure of the State party to provide any additional information on the establishment of the independent mechanism for receiving and processing complaints regarding torture and ill-treatment in places of imprisonment, as envisaged in the Action Plan deriving from the National Strategy for the Protection of Human Rights. Additional information is required with respect to any progress to adopt the draft law “On making the amendments and supplements to the Criminal Code of the Republic of Armenia”. The Committee reiterates its recommendation.
The Committee expresses its regret with regard to paragraph 14 of the recommendations that no additional information on receiving and processing complaints regarding torture and ill-treatment in places of imprisonment has been provided. The Committee also requests additional information on developments connected with the adoption of the Law “On making amendments and supplements to the Criminal Code of the Republic of Armenia”.
As regards the receiving and processing of complaints regarding torture and ill-treatment in places of imprisonment,   in accordance with point 34 of the Action Plan for the National Strategy for the Protection of Human Rights the Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Armenia conducted a study of international legal standards and international practice with regard to the mechanisms for examination of complaints regarding torture and ill-treatment in places of imprisonment. The study was submitted to the Government of the Republic of Armenia, following which the Prime Minister of the Republic of Armenia instructed the Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Armenia to elaborate a relevant draft legal act.
At the same time the OSCE Office in Yerevan has, at the request of the Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Armenia, conducted a study of international legal standards and international practice with regard to the mechanisms for examination of complaints regarding torture and ill-treatment in places of imprisonment which will be taken into consideration when the relevant legislation is improved.
As regards the developments regarding the adoption of the Law of the Republic of Armenia “On making amendments and supplements to the Criminal Code of the Republic of Armenia”, it should be stated that on 9 June 2015 the National Assembly of the Republic of Armenia adopted the Laws of the Republic of Armenia on making amendments and supplements to the Criminal Code and to the Criminal Procedure Code of the Republic of Armenia.
As it has been previously stated, the necessity to adopt those laws was conditioned by the need to ensure compliance of criminal liability for torture prescribed by the legislation of the Republic of Armenia with the UN Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment and Punishment (hereinafter referred to as “the Convention”), as well as to execute the judgments of the European Court of Human Rights.
As a result of the amendments made to the Criminal Code of the Republic of Armenia, the title of Article 119 reads as follows: “Causing severe physical pain or mental suffering”; and simultaneously, the Code was supplemented with Article 309.1 titled “Torture” whose content reflects the elements of torture specified in the Convention. 
In this case the characteristics of torture — within the meaning of the Convention —are apparently distinguished from the same acts committed by private persons. Besides, Article 309.1 pertaining to torture emphasises that there should be both a special subject [actor] of crime, i.e. an official or other person authorised to act on behalf of the state body, and a special purpose of the act, establishing stricter liability in compliance with the level of dangerousness of the act. 
Article 119 of the current Criminal Code of the Republic of Armenia has been respectively amended in such a way that criminal liability is henceforth established for intentionally inflicting severe physical pain or severe mental suffering on a person by a general subject of crime. 
Moreover, the provision related to part 1 of Article 119 of the Criminal Code was removed from the scope of acts subject to private prosecution specified in the Civil Procedure Code of the Republic of Armenia. This is conditioned by the fact that, according to modern international jurisprudence, even within the framework of relationships of private actors the fight against crimes related to inflicting severe physical or mental pain or suffering and examinations conducted with regard thereto cannot be seen in the light of private prosecution and protection of private interests, therefore depend on the existence or absence of the complaint of the victim.
The amendments made will hereinafter ensure full compliance between the characterisation of torture prescribed by the domestic legislation and that prescribed by the Convention, which will, in its turn, help ensure significant progress in the execution of relevant judgments of the European Court. Moreover, the amendments made will lay qualitatively new legal foundations for the criminal policy pursued by the State against acts of violence committed by officials.
In light of preventing ill-treatment and combating impunity, attention should also be paid to the “Supporting the criminal justice reform and combating ill-treatment and impunity” Project launched in September 2015 and being implemented with the support of the Council of Europe. The Project aims at strengthening the application of European human rights standards in Armenia. The Project envisages to improve the criminal legislation and institutional mechanisms for the fight against ill-treatment, enhance the capacities of the Justice Academy to provide update trainings for prosecutors and investigators in the field of criminal justice and human rights, improve the knowledge and skills of investigators in criminal justice and human rights, inter alia, with regard to effective investigation of cases of ill-treatment.
Furthermore, due to the need to properly perform obligations assumed under the international treaties ratified by the Republic of Armenia, as well as to have a penitentiary system in compliance with international standards and an effective system for ensuring the protection of detainees and convicts, on 30 December 2015 the Minister of Justice of the Republic of Armenia approved the 2016-2018 programme for reforms of the penitentiary system. The priority targets of the programme include the following:
· enhancing the legislative framework and ensuring the transparency of official activities;
· continuously improving the professional knowledge and work skills of penitentiary officers;
· implementing measures aimed at enhancement of international cooperation for the purpose of introducing the best international practice in the field of execution of criminal punishments;
· improving the mechanisms for appealing against manifestations of torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment.
With a view to excluding any manifestation of ill-treatment against arrested or detained persons, as well as strengthening public confidence in the police, on 27 November 2013, the Head of the Police of the Republic of Armenia signed Instruction No 20 “On ensuring the application of legal standards of the European Committee for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment”, pursuant to which heads of the subdivisions of the Police of the Republic of Armenia have been assigned to ensure appropriate conduct by the police officers in compliance with the standards of the Committee for the Prevention of Torture while apprehending, arresting or carrying out other actions against persons within the scope of their competence, ensure proper registration of cases of ill-treatment, as well as of complaints regarding ill-treatment in compliance with the standards of the Committee for the Prevention of Torture, in case a violation of the mentioned standards emerges or in case of prima facie existence of a similar complaint, report thereon to the administration of the Police of the Republic of Armenia, and forward the relevant materials along with the complaint to the Special Investigation Service of the Republic of Armenia as prescribed by law, ensure that all police officers are regularly informed about the unacceptability of ill-treatment in the course of their activities, as well as about the inevitable liability for any manifestation thereof.
Besides, the reports of the Committee for the Prevention of Torture and the recommendations contained in those reports have been included in the syllabuses of the courses and update training programmes offered at the Educational Complex of the Police of the Republic of Armenia.
According to the Internal Regulations for Arrest Facilities Functioning within the System of the Police of the Republic of Armenia approved by Decision of the Government of the Republic of Armenia No 574-N of 5 June 2008, administration personnel of arrest facilities are obliged to accept, in the course of daily routine inspections, both written and verbal recommendations, applications and complaints from the persons held at arrest facilities. Recommendations, applications or complaints addressed to state authorities, local self-government bodies and non-government unions are sent through the administration of the arrest facility, the counsel or lawful representative of that particular person.
Complaints against decisions and actions of the criminal prosecution body, as well as recommendations, applications and complaints addressed to bodies conducting control and oversight over arrest facilities are sent to the addressee within one day.
Replies to recommendations, applications and complaints are promptly communicated to the arrestees, which is verified by their signature and attached to their personal file. 
Arrest facilities under the Police of the Republic of Armenia are regularly visited by members of non-governmental observation groups conducting oversight over arrest facilities, as well as employees of the Department of National Mechanism for the Prevention of Torture of the Office of Human Rights Defender of the Republic of Armenia, who are also entitled to accept applications and complaints from the arrested and detained persons.
To note, 15, 47 and 35 recommendations, applications and complaints were received during 2013, 2014 and 2015, respectively, from persons held at arrest facilities, and they have been duly processed.
Paragraph 18 of the RA Law on “Keeping of detained or arrested persons” and Chapter 7 of the Internal regulations on keeping detained or arrested persons in the Police system of the Republic of Armenia approved by the RA Government Decision N 574-Ն dated 05.06.2008 define procedure for submitting proposals, applications and complaints by persons detained or arrested in the Police detention facilities and their consideration and sending by the administration of the Police detention facilities.
Proposals, applications addressed to the administration of the Police detention facilities are registered in the Pattern 20 registry and processed in accordance with the established procedure. Proposals, applications and complaints addressed to the state authorities, judicial bodies or other agencies are sent to the addressees in accordance with the established procedure on the status of which the Police doesn’t possess additional information.
Persons kept in the Police detention facilities submitted 15 complaints and proposals during 2013, out of which:
1. 6 – in the Police detention facility of Yerevan Department
1. 2 – in the Police detention facility of Vardenis Division
1. 1  - in the Police detention facility of Armavir Division
1. 1  - in the Police detention facility of Vagharshapat Division
1. 1 - in the Police detention facility of Nairi Division
1. 1  - in the Police detention facility of Kapan Division
1. 1  - in the Police detention facility of Goris Division
1. 1  - in the Police detention facility of Masis Division
1. 1  - in the Police detention facility of Ijevan Division
Persons kept in the Police detention facilities submitted 44 complaints and proposals during 2014, out of which:
1. 12 – in the Police detention facility of Yerevan Department
1. 13, out of which 9 submitted by 8 detainees  – in the Police detention facility of Vardenis Division
1. 2  by one detainee - in the Police detention facility of Martuni Division
1. 3  - in the Police detention facility of Aparan Division
1. 1- in the Police detention facility of Sisian Division
1. 2  - in the Police detention facility of Kapan Division
1. 9, out of which 5 submitted by one arrestee  - in the Police detention facility of Taron Division
1. 1  - in the Police detention facility of Armavir Division
1. 1  - in the Police detention facility of Kotayq Division
Persons kept in the Police detention facilities submitted 35 complaints and proposals during 2015, out of which:
1. 13 – in the Police detention facility of Yerevan Department
1. 8, out of which 2 submitted by one detainee  – in the Police detention facility of Sevan Division
1. 2  - in the Police detention facility of Vardenis Division
1. 1  - in the Police detention facility of Martuni Division
1. 1 - in the Police detention facility of Kotayq Division
1. 1  - in the Police detention facility of  Taron Division
1. 1  - in the Police detention facility of Tashir Division
1. 6, out of which 3 submitted by one detainee  - in the Police detention facility of Kapan Division
Throughout 2015, the Special Investigation Service of the Republic of Armenia examined 114 criminal cases related to unlawful detention of citizens by the police and units of other bodies, de facto deprivation of their liberty, torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment, as well as other violations of human rights committed by officials.
Of the examined criminal cases:
-	1 case regarding charges against 1 person was forwarded to the court with an indictment;
-	proceedings in 70 were dismissed, of which 1 against 1 person was dismissed upon the ground of expiry of the term for subjecting to criminal liability, and 69 were dismissed upon the ground of absence of corpus delicti or of crime;
-	proceedings in 1 were suspended upon the ground that the person to be charged was unknown;
-	1 was joined with another case;
-	5 were forwarded to another body according to investigative competenceafter the part relating to the subject of the Special Investigation Service of the Republic of Armenia was dismissed;
-	1 was forwarded to the court with an indictment for committing of another act after the part relating to the subject of the Special Investigation Service of the Republic of Armenia was dismissed;
-	the decisions on the initiation of three cases were revoked by the prosecutor;
-	preliminary investigations of 32 criminal cases continue in 2016.
In June 2015, an amendment was made to the Criminal Code of the Republic of Armenia by the respective law adopted by the National Assembly of the Republic of Armenia, and it was supplemented with Article 309.1 titled “Torture”.
To note, of similar criminal cases examined in 2015 8 were initiated under the elements of different parts of Article 309.1 of the Criminal Code of the Republic of Armenia, and they are still in progress.
Paragraph 21 
The Committee welcomes the adoption of the amendments to the Judicial Code of the Republic of Armenia and the measures taken to strengthen the independence of the judiciary from the executive and legislative branch.
Additional information is required on
(a)	further measures taken to establish an independent body for the appointment and promotion of judges;
(b)	on the current role performed by the executive and legislative branches in the appointment and promotion of judges;
(c)	the purpose, criteria and procedure for the psychological test, which is applied to candidates who have passed the written test; and
(d)	any internal or external assessment conducted on the quality and impact of the amendments to the Judicial Code of the Republic of Armenia.

(a) As a result of the referendum passed on 6 December 2015, amendments have been made to the Constitution of the Republic of Armenia, which among other things relate to the process of appointment and promotion of judges. Thus, the current Constitution vests the powers conferred on the Council of Justice with regard to appointment and promotion of judges in the new constitutional body, the Supreme Judicial Council (the mentioned amendments of the Constitution regarding the formation of the Supreme Judicial Council enter into force after entry into force of the relevant provisions of the Judicial Code, not later than one month prior to the end of the term of powers of the President of the Republic. The powers of the members of the Council of Justice shall terminate, and the Supreme Judicial Council shall assume its powers on the day on which the powers of the President of the Republic end).
Pursuant to Article 173 of the Constitution, the Supreme Judicial Council is an independent body that safeguards the independence of the courts and judges. The procedure for formation of the Supreme Judicial Council is the safeguard for its independence as a state body having a constitutional legal status safeguarding the independence of the courts and judges. 

Pursuant to Article 173 of the Constitution:
1. The Supreme Judicial Council shall consist of ten members.
2. Five of the members of the Supreme Judicial Council shall be elected by the General Assembly of Judges from among judges having at least ten years of experience. Judges of all instances of courts shall be included in the Supreme Judicial Council. A member elected by the General Assembly of Judges may not be chairperson of a court or chairperson of a chamber of the Court of Cassation.
3. Five of the members of the Supreme Judicial Council shall be elected by the National Assembly by at least three fifths of votes of the total number of deputies, from among academic lawyers and other reputed lawyers that are citizens of only the Republic of Armenia, have the right of suffrage, strong professional qualities and at least 15 years of professional work experience. A member elected by the National Assembly may not be a judge.
4. Members of the Supreme Judicial Council shall be elected for a term of five years without the right to be re-elected.
5. The Judicial Code may prescribe incompatibility requirements for the Supreme Judicial Council members elected by the National Assembly.
6. The Judicial Code may prescribe a requirement to suspend the powers of the judge members during their term of office in the Supreme Judicial Council.
7. The Supreme Judicial Council shall — under the procedure and for the term prescribed by the Judicial Code, and successively from among the members elected by the General Assembly of Judges and the members elected by the National Assembly — elect a Chairperson of the Council from among its members.
8. Details of the formation of the Supreme Judicial Council shall be prescribed by the Judicial Code.

Article 174 of the Constitution of the Republic of Armenia prescribes the powers of the Supreme Judicial Council, in particular:
1. The Supreme Judicial Council shall:
· draw up and approve the list of judge candidates, including the list of candidates to be promoted;
· propose to the President of the Republic the candidates of judges subject to appointment, including appointment by way of promotion; 
· propose to the President of the Republic the candidates for chairpersons of courts and the candidates for the chairpersons of the chambers of the Court of Cassation subject to appointment;
· propose to the National Assembly the candidates for judges and for the Chairperson of the Court of Cassation;
· decide on the issue of secondment of judges to another court;
· decide on the issue of giving consent on initiating criminal prosecution against a judge or depriving him or her of liberty with respect to the performance of his or her powers;
· decide on the issue of subjecting a judge to disciplinary liability;
· decide on the issue of terminating the powers of judges;
· approve the estimate of its costs and the estimates of costs of courts, and submit them to the Government for incorporation in the draft State Budget as prescribed by law;
· form its staff in accordance with the law.

2. When discussing an issue of subjecting a judge to disciplinary liability, as well as in other cases prescribed by the Judicial Code, the Supreme Judicial Council shall act as a court.
3. The Supreme Judicial Council shall, in the cases and as prescribed by law, adopt sub-legislative regulatory legal acts.
4. Other powers and rules of operation of the Supreme Judicial Council shall be prescribed by the Judicial Code.
To note, the amendments to the Constitution imply respective amendments and supplements to a number of laws and legal acts. Respective measures have been undertaken in this regard; in particular, the list of the laws nominally prescribed by the amendments to the Constitution of the Republic of Armenia adopted through the referendum of 6 December 2015 and subject to being adopted, amended or supplemented (the Judicial Code of the Republic of Armenia is included in point 5 of this list) was approved by point 1 of Decree of the President of the Republic of Armenia No NH-170-A of 10 February 2016 “On organising the process of providing a legal framework for the Constitutional reforms”.
(b)	the current role performed by the executive and legislative branches in the appointment and promotion of judges
Under the current legislation, the legislative and executive branches do not perform any role in the appointment and promotion of judges. According to the amendments to the Constitution of the Republic of Armenia adopted through the referendum of 6 December 2015 (parts 1, 3, and 5 of Article 166), certain powers are vested in the legislative and executive branches. In particular, judges of the Constitutional Court (including three upon recommendation of the Government of the Republic of Armenia) and the Chairperson of the Court of Cassation of the Republic of Armenia are elected by the National Assembly of the Republic of Armenia, while judges of the Court of Cassation of the Republic of Armenia are appointed by the President of the Republic of Armenia upon recommendation of the National Assembly.
(c)	the purpose, criteria and procedure for the psychological test, which is applied to candidates who have passed the written test
The requirement to pass a psychological test is prescribed for candidates for judges, selected for interview upon the results of the written qualification examinations, by part 9 of Article 115.2 of the Judicial Code of the Republic of Armenia, pursuant to which “contenders having obtained passing scores upon the results of the written examination provided for by this Article shall take a psychological test aimed at checking the sense of responsibility, ability to listen, self-control, moderate use of reputation (influence) and other characteristics required for the activities of a judge, not related to his or her professional knowledge”.
Pursuant to parts 3 and 3.1 of Article 115 of the same Law:
“3.	The Council of Justice shall, not later than before 15 September, define and publish the form of the written examination for qualification check, the minimum requirements for the structure and content of examination questions, the procedure for organising and holding the examination and interview at the Council of Justice, including the procedure for distribution of examination materials, the process of the examination, the procedure for availing of legal or other documents or technical means, procedure for checking examination papers and calculating the scores, the evaluation criteria for the qualification check, the minimum passing score upon the results of the written examination, as well as — in accordance with part 5 of Article 116 of this Code — the procedure for carrying out enquiries, the list of bodies involved in enquiries and the form of questionnaires used for enquiries as regards the contenders having been proposed to the Council of Justice.
3.1	The Council of Justice shall select a relevant specialist(specialists) or a specialised organisation for elaborating the examination questions, as well as the psychological test provided for by part 9 of Article 115.2 of this Code. The one elaborating the examination questions shall be held liable for keeping the confidentiality of questions prior to the qualification check. Elaboration of examination questions for qualification check may not be assigned to the members of the Council of Justice. Persons having elaborated the examination questions for the corresponding qualification check may not be included in the evaluation commissions for a qualification check held on the basis of those questions.”
Points 43-46 of Section 5, titled “Organising of interview at the Council of Justice”, of the Minimum Requirements for the Structure and Content of Questions of the Written Qualification Examination Held for the Purpose of Filling the List of Candidates for Judges, the Procedure for Organising and Holding the Examination and Interview at the Council of Justice approved by Annex No 1 of Decision of the Council of Justice of the Republic of Armenia No AKh-18-Vo-14 of 12 September 2014, regulate not only the purposes of passing a psychological test prescribed by part 9 of Article 115.2 of the Code, but also the procedural relations pertaining to passing a psychological test which relate to the proper organising and holding of the qualification examinations by the Staff of the Council of Justice.
Thus:
“43.	On the seventh working day following the date of submission to the Council of Justice of the list of candidates granted the right to participate in the interview by the Staff, the candidates granted the right to participate in the interview shall take a psychological test aimed at checking the sense of responsibility, ability to listen, self-control, moderate use of reputation (influence) and other characteristics required for the activities of a judge, not related to his or her professional knowledge.
44.	On the day of holding the psychological test, the relevant specialist(s) or specialised organisation selected by the Council of Justice of the Republic of Armenia shall submit to the Staff the psychological test they have elaborated.
45.	The candidates having passed the psychological test shall be granted by the Staff a certificate which shall indicate the name “Staff of the Council of Justice of the Republic of Armenia”, name and surname, photograph of the candidate, place, date and hour of holding the psychological test, as well as the certificate number. 
The certificate shall be signed by the Head of Staff and stamped by the seal of the Staff.
46.	As regards the criteria for the psychological test elaborated for the candidates, it should be mentioned that these criteria shall be developed by a relevant specialist(specialists) or specialised organisation selected by the Council of Justice of the Republic of Armenia to achieve the purposes prescribed by part 9 of Article 115.2 of the Judicial Code of the Republic of Armenia, which are: checking the candidate's sense of responsibility, ability to listen, self-control, moderate use of reputation (influence) and other characteristics required for the activities of a judge, not related to his or professional knowledge.
(d)	any internal or external assessment conducted on the quality and impact of the amendments to the Judicial Code of the Republic of Armenia.
The amendments and supplements to the Judicial Code of the Republic of Armenia have been perceived as a positive step in the judicial system, being especially aimed at improving the process of appointment and promotion of judges, enhancing the efficiency of activities, the transparency and accountability of courts.
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