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[bookmark: _Hlk206678235]Madame Chair,
Distinguished Members of the Committee,
It is my privilege to deliver this statement on behalf of the Government of the Lao PDR in presenting the Initial Report on the Implementation of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) at this 78th Session of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR).
Madame Chair,
This Initial Report, prepared by the National Inter-agency Committee in accordance with the Committee’s reporting guidelines and through broad consultations with relevant stakeholders, outlined the achievements, challenges, and efforts of the Government of the Lao PDR to progressively realize the rights enshrined in the Covenant during the period 2009–2019. 
Distinguished Members of the Committee,
This year, 2025, is a significant year for the Lao multi-ethnic people as we commemorate the 50th anniversary of the establishment of the Lao PDR. In March 2025, the Government undertook significant reform programs by reducing the number of ministries and strengthening local administration to enhance administrative efficiency and better respond to the evolving socio-economic development needs. Soon after, the National Assembly approved the proposed amendments to the Constitution, designed to regulate state affairs more effectively, enhance people’s democracy and the rule of law, while upholding the principles of national ownership and self-mastery of the Lao multi-ethnic people.
At present, the Government is in the final year of implementing the 9th National Socio-Economic Development Plan (NSEDP) for 2021–2025, while concurrently preparing the 10th NSEDP for 2026–2030. These endeavors have yielded notable achievements, enabling the Lao people to better enjoy their economic, social, and cultural rights.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Progress has also been made in the efforts to graduate from the Least Developed Country (LDC) status by 2026. Nevertheless, more preparation work remains to be carried out to ensure a smooth and sustainable graduation. In this regard, the Lao PDR recently adopted a policy framework to build a resilient and self-reliant post-LDC economy, aimed at enhancing domestic production and consumption capacity, promoting the use of local resources, ensuring food and energy security, and reducing over-reliance on external markets and imports.
Madame Chair,
Like other countries, the COVID-19 pandemic has caused a severe impact on the Lao economy over the past years, especially on the tourism sector. Thanks to the strong economic performance during the pre-COVID period, the national poverty rate has declined dramatically from 46% recorded in 1993 to 16.8% in 2024. From 2021 to 2025, national economic growth is projected to average 4.24% with GDP per capita reaching USD 1,996 in 2024 and expected to increase to USD 2,085 in 2025.
In the health sector, the Government has implemented the Universal Health Coverage policy and made substantial investments to strengthen healthcare development. This includes expanding and upgrading infrastructure, improving medical equipment, and enhancing the quality of healthcare services. The national health insurance system now covers 94,5% of the population, while the health protection scheme has been extended to all provinces, ensuring that poor mothers and children have access to free healthcare services. 
In education, progress has been made in expanding the early childhood education (ECE) network and increasing enrolment rates for five-year-old children and grade 1 students, while the dropout rate for grade 1 students has gradually decreased. Further advancements include providing hygiene facilities, school lunches, and scholarships for children from disadvantaged families.
Regarding labour rights, the Government has strengthened its policy and legal frameworks to promote and protect labour rights, notably through the reform and amendment of the Labour Law in 2013. Over the years, significant progress has been achieved in safeguarding workers’ rights, expanding employment opportunities, enhancing social protection, promoting skills development, increasing women’s participation in the workforce, and improving workplace safety, among other areas.
In terms of cultural rights, the Constitution guarantees equal rights for all 50 officially recognized ethnic groups and safeguards their rich cultural heritage, practices, and traditions. The Government places great importance on preserving, promoting, and showcasing the cultural heritage of the Lao multi-ethnic people, while encouraging their active participation in social and cultural life. These efforts are supported through national museums, provincial cultural centres, as well as various media and publications.
Madame Chair,
Despite laudable progress, we acknowledge that significant challenges remain, namely the ongoing impacts of the pandemic, climate change, global financial crisis, and economic uncertainties, combined with the war legacy that left behind high contamination of unexploded ordnances (UXO) that continue to pose persistent challenges affecting rural communities' access to land and safe living conditions. These challenges constitute key obstacles to the full realization of human rights, including economic, social, and cultural rights, and the right to development for all Lao multi-ethnic people.
Nevertheless, the Government remains firmly committed to addressing the said challenges through continued policy reforms, economic support packages, social protection extensions, increasing investment in social sectors, awareness and capacity building initiatives, optimizing public expenditure efficiency, exploring innovative financing mechanisms, and strengthening partnerships with the international community, including UN agencies and development partners.
Madame Chair,
Distinguished Members of the Committee, 
The Lao PDR remains committed to constructively engaging and cooperating with international and regional human rights mechanisms. The Lao PDR has successfully participated in interactive dialogues on its Initial Report under the CRPD and the 10th Periodic Report under CEDAW, and has submitted its 7th Periodic Report under the CRC and its two Optional Protocols. Most recently, in April 2025, the Lao PDR participated in the 4th Cycle of the UPR, and the Government has recently approved its Initial Report under CAT, which is expected to be submitted to the Committee against Torture in the near future, while also preparing its 19th–25th Combined Periodic Reports under ICERD. Furthermore, the Government hosted the first-ever visit to the country by the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights and the UN Special Rapporteur on the Field of Cultural Rights in June and November 2024, respectively.
Last year, the Lao PDR successfully assumed the ASEAN Chairmanship and also chaired the ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights. Likewise, the Lao PDR has made important contributions to enhancing the ASEAN cooperation framework on the promotion and protection of human rights in the region. 
Madam Chair,
My Delegation commends the Committee on its valuable efforts to promote economic, social, and cultural rights globally. We look forward to engaging in a constructive and meaningful dialogue with the Members of the Committee. We will continue our utmost efforts to provide comprehensive responses to the questions and comments raised during the interactive session, in view of fostering mutual understanding and cooperation. 
Thank you.
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